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Historical Perspective

The origin of the Justice Court in the State of New York can be traced
to the founding of our nation. The Justice of the Peace was a
fundamental element of order in society being introduced to our nation
from the time honored English legal system. In fact, Alexis de
Tocqueville, in his 1835 report, Democracy in America, noted that the
Justice of the Peace, and the local order the Justice provides, is the
embodiment of democracy.
As to a more enriched presentation on the historical development of the
Justice Court in New York State and its foundation embedded in our
State’s Constitution, we refer you to the Report of the Special
Commission on the Future of New York State Courts entitled Justice

Most Local: the Future of Town and Village Courts in New York State

released by then, New York State Court of Appeals Chief Judge Judith
Kaye on September 17, 2008, pages 23-34.
The Town of Colonie Justice Court emanates from the founding of this
Town in 1895. At that time, the Justice of the Peace was elected Town
wide serving not only as officials of the local court responsible for
hearing minor criminal and civil cases, but also serving together with
the Town Supervisor and Town Clerk as members of the Town Board.
In 1932, the Colonie Town Board adopted legislation replacing the
Justice of the Peace as Town Board member with specific Town
councilmen effectively severing the role of Town Board member from
the Justice of the Peace. Henceforth, the duties of a Justice of the Peace
would involve only the Court without the dual legislative obligation.
In 1983, the Colonie Town Board renamed Justice of the Peace as Town
Justice. Currently the Town is served by three (3) part time Justices
each serving four (4) year terms. A list of those Town residents who
have served as Justice in the Town of Colonie is attached hereto as
Appendix 1.
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Current Situation

The Colonie Justice Court is one of the busiest Courts in the State of
New York handling approximately 25,000 criminal, vehicle and traffic,
and civil cases per year.
Former Chief Judge of the New York State Court of Appeals, Judith S.
Kaye, in her 2008 report on the State of the Judiciary, page 21, noted:

New York State’s 1,277 Town and Village Justice Courts, after all,
play a key role in New York State’s system of justice. These
courts hear more than two million cases a year, and collect more
than $200 million in fees and fines shared by the localities and the
State. For many New Yorkers, Justice Courts are the face of the
justice system.
The Town of Colonie Justice Court is responsible for processing all
criminal, civil, traffic, parking, local laws, and environmental law
matters occurring within the Town’s jurisdictional limits. In addition,
the Court has jurisdiction over small claims matters involving
individuals who reside, work or have a place of employment within the
Town. Town Judges typically arraign the most serious felonies and
routinely try misdemeanors, traffic infractions and other violations.
The Court is responsible for reporting to several State and local
agencies including, but not limited to, the Office of the State
Comptroller, the Office of Court Administration, and the Division of
Criminal Justice Services.
The Court holds four court sessions per week with two courtrooms
and two judges generally functioning on Monday and Wednesday
gaveling in at 6:00 p.m. and one courtroom opening at 8:30 a.m. on
Tuesday and Thursday. Judges are routinely called into Court outside
of these specifically designated court sessions to perform arraignments,
review applications for arrest and search warrants, issue order of
protections or serving in a Family Court Judge capacity after Family
Court is closed for the day or weekend.
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In order for the Court to perform its duties, a plethora of litigants,
agencies and staff must interface before, during and after all court
sessions in order to function. For instance, litigants often must appear
in advance in order to meet with their counsel. In order to prepare for
criminal matters on Monday and Wednesday evenings, the District
Attorney’s Office and Public Defender’s Office must conference well
before court begins. This process requires ongoing support by court
staff throughout the day and evening Court sessions.
The number of civil and criminal cases that are presented to the Court
cannot be limited by the Court. This Court serves three police agencies
as well as a number of State Agencies, all of which file informations and
complaints with this Court. As each case requires review on an
individual, case by case, basis the conclusion of a court session cannot
be predetermined. Further, civil litigants routinely utilize the Court
commencing a variety of actions without limitations other than
monetary jurisdiction in certain civil matters. The Colonie Court is
often a court of convenience for many litigants considering its
accessibility and parking availability.
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Civil Justice
The Colonie Court is routinely involved in the administration of civil
justice. Cases brought before the Court include summary proceedings,
small claims actions and matters based on the Court’s general civil
jurisdiction.
Each year, hundreds of civil cases are presented to the Court for
resolution. Landlord and Tenant matters accounted for 3,615 of the
civil cases brought before the court during the time frame of January
2000 through December 2009. Currently, the filing fee for a summary
proceeding with the Court is $20. In addition, the Court may also
charge an additional $20 for the Clerk of the Courts signature on the
notice of petition, which is collected and signed prior to the service and
filing. These fees are set by State Law.
Small claims matters accounted for 2,655 of the civil cases brought
before the court for the time period of January 2000 through December
2009. Small claims cases often result in bench trials spanning one hour
to several days depending on the evidence and testimony presented.
The monetary limitation of small claims matters brought before the
Town court is $3,000.
The Court's general civil jurisdiction requires a summons and complaint
be filed with the Court. Monetary jurisdiction is also limited to $ 3,000.
The Court can anticipate an increase in civil matters brought before it
based on the population, increased rental properties, both residential
and commercial, and the reliance on courts to settle disputes. All of the
above factors will ensure the continued utilization of the Colonie Town
Court as a civil justice destination.

Criminal Justice
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According to the New York State Office of Court Administration, on
November 3, 2009, the total criminal case load activity in the Town of
Colonie Court ranked twenty second (22) in the State of all criminal
courts in the State of New York. Considering the criminal dockets in
Supreme, County, City, and District Courts throughout the State, all
Courts where personnel and equipment are funded by the State of New
York, it is readily apparent that the Colonie Court functions as a big
municipal Court. The Court Reporting Activity Placement reports, for
the years 2005 to present, as prepared by the New York State Office of
Court Administration, are attached hereto as Appendix 2.
Even more compelling is the fact that the Court Reporting Activity
Placement Reports are comprised only of those reportable, or fingerprintable, offenses which are reported to the New York State Division of
Criminal Justice Services (DCJS). In essence, this figure accounts for
only those misdemeanor and felony cases that are brought before this
Court. In addition to these cases, the Colonie Court is also processing
criminal violations that account for a significant number of the cases on
our docket each week, such as disorderly conduct, harassment, and
unlawful possession of marijuana.
There are several contributing factors for the volume of cases that are
brought before this Court. Within the 57 square mile geographic span
of the Town, there exists a very high concentration of people, in addition
to the many retail malls, shopping plazas, schools, colleges and
business. As of the 2000 census, the Town’s total population was
approximately 80,000 residents. The Town is one of 932 towns in the
State of New York, and it ranks 16th in population and is the largest of
the 10 towns located within the County of Albany. In many ways, the
Town of Colonie is the “downtown” of the Capital Region.
Further, the Albany County Correctional Facility and the Albany
International Airport all fall within the jurisdiction of this Court and
give rise to a number of cases, many of which are felony charges,
requiring preliminary hearings. The Court averages approximately 350
preliminary hearings per year. The number of preliminary hearings
scheduled each year can be found attached hereto as Appendix 3.
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Although the Court does not have the jurisdiction to accept a plea to a
felony charge, many felony cases begin with arraignment, and often
preliminary hearing in the Town Court, and many times results in the
court retaining jurisdiction based on a County Court return order
and/or prosecutors information reducing the matter to the misdemeanor
level.

Facilities
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The Justice Department is currently located within the Town’s Public
Safety Center. The Court maintains two courtrooms. The larger of the
two courtrooms has a capacity of 200 people, and the other, more
traditional courtroom, which can best accommodate hearings and jury
trials has a capacity of 70 people.
The Justice Department currently occupies one office space containing 8
cubicles and 4 offices as well as one conference room and two storage
areas. Over the past ten years the Court has been forced to expand its
office to its limits and has made minor renovations to the courtroom
facilities. What is now a storage area was initially a juror deliberation
room. Due to a lack of existing space, a wall was partially eliminated to
accommodate access from the department’s main office and the juror
room was relocated. In addition, what was initially a second conference
room was redesigned for storage of our pending case files. The main
office area has reached capacity for cubicle space.
The large courtroom received modification a few years ago to allow for a
public access window into the vestibule to help facilitate the check in
process for our vehicle and traffic court. The volume of individuals
checking in for arraignment on vehicle and traffic court night, in the
courtroom, was becoming disruptive to the court while it was in session.
To alleviate the disruption, a window was added which allows
individuals to check in outside of the courtroom.
When the Public Safety building was constructed, over 20 years ago, it
was not foreseen that the volume of this Court would have grown to
what it is today. It is typical that on any given court session, the
courtroom is full. This is in addition to the typical twenty or more
incarcerated individuals that are brought to court each evening court
session. On average, the Court has defendants produced from two
correctional facilities in addition to the Albany County Correctional
Facility. Some Court sessions require production of defendants from as
many as four and five correctional facilities.
There are many factors that contribute to the operation of our Court.
The volume of criminal cases has required us to have two Assistant
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District Attorneys and two Assistant Public Defenders assigned to our
criminal court sessions. In 2009, three vehicle and traffic prosecutors
were assigned from the Town Attorney’s Office to handle traffic and
local law matters. In addition to this personnel, we frequently deal
with other outside agencies such as probation, parole, Honor Court,
several community services agencies, as well as various State agencies
and other courts.

Operations
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In 2009, the Colonie Justice Court worked with an operational budget
totaling $664,690. This figure is comprised of personnel expenditures of
$597,340 and contractual expenses totaling $67,350. See Appendix #4
for the Town of Colonie Justice Court Annual Budget for 2009.
Over the past 10 years, this Court has ranked within the top dozen
Town and Village Justice Courts in revenue collection. This is
according to the Office of the State Comptroller Justice Court Fund
Court Ranking Reports, which can be found in Appendix #5. In the
year 2000, the Court collected $1, 499,963.30, since then the revenue
total has increased. In 2009, the Court collected $ 2,558, 282.70 in
revenue. On average, 47% of said funds are retained by the Town of
Colonie. Appendix # 6 contains the revenue distribution from the years
2000 to present.
As mentioned above, the Court has a personnel budget of just over
$ 597,000. There are a total of 13 departmental employees and 7
different job titles. An employee list, including titles, can be found in
Appendix #7. Incorporated into the personnel budget are the salaries of
the departments 13 positions and the overtime and part-time funding
levels. The part-time line item consists of those hours dedicated to the
position of Justice Court Senior Clerk, which includes the evening
sessions of criminal court as well as a number of hours during daytime
operations. This allows continuity in the criminal court as well as in
the transition from daytime to evening operation. The overtime line
item consists of two facets: the first is vehicle and traffic court and the
second is additional staff for criminal court. Both are evening sessions
and are essential components of the department’s operations. In the
past, the Court utilized “special salary” positions as well as part-time
individuals to manage our evening court sessions. As our dockets grew,
support staff from other agencies diminished, new judges were seated
and the dynamics of the court changed so that the duties and
responsibilities were steadily becoming too great for a part-time
position to handle. The familiarity and awareness of the daily activity
and operations became vital for the evening staff members in order to
process evening court most efficiently. As the elimination of the special
salary positions evolved during our tenure, the court better utilized
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overtime hours which has proved beneficial to the overall function,
efficiency and continuity of the Court.
The only viable option in the reduction of overtime would be the
creation of additional full time positions. This option would allow for
more opportunity to create a “flex time” plan to be utilized, but with the
current staffing this option is not feasible without jeopardizing the
current operation. The caseload, volume and requirements of the Court
are so vast that allowing current staff members to exercise an option to
take daytime hours off in lieu of working evening court would seriously
hinder the Court’s ability to maintain current operations.
Based on the overall cost of adding several full time staff members, the
overtime option, at this point, is more cost effective. Clearly, and as
compared to other comparable courts, we are well understaffed
considering our volume.
The current employee organizational chart can be found in Appendix
#8. There are a number of employees that have been classified as
“typists” at a grade 6. It has long been our goal to have a
reclassification and grade appeal on the current positions/titles within
the department. The duties and functions of the staff have often been
compared to those required of paralegals and law clerks.
When comparing the titles and salary grade levels of those in the State
of New York Unified Court System, the existing titles should be
reclassified. The distinguishing feature of work and typical duties
performed by the staff of the Colonie Justice Department incorporate
much more than that of a typist. In addition, those Courts that are
funded by the Office of Court Administration also have, as part of their
support staff, an assigned law clerk. These law clerks are members of
the bar and are on average paid at a salary of approximately $ 85,000.
As part of the Court proposed 2010 budget preparation, submitted in
June 2009, the establishment of one position of Law Clerk to Judge(s)
was requested. This position would require an attorney to research and
analyze legal questions and issues and prepare memoranda with
recommendations; additional duties would include drafting proposed
opinions, decisions, orders, jury charges and other written material
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identical to City Court administration. The request was not adopted by
the Town’s Legislative Body.
This Court is often compared, in volume, caseload and revenue, to a big
City Court. Our Court staff, however, does not enjoy comparable
designation to City Court staff, or even to other major town courts. As
an example, according to the Office of the State Comptroller Justice
Court Fund Town and Village Court Ranking Report (Appendix 5), the
Town of Colonie is ranked 3rd in revenue collection among all other town
and village courts for the year 2008. In 2008, the Colonie Court was
operating with support staff of 8 full time and 1 part time. The Town of
Southampton, which was ranked 2nd, has 4 judges and a support staff of
16 full time and 8 part time. Similarly, the Town of Amherst, then
ranked 7th, had staff totaling 16 full time and 2 part time.
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Initiatives:

I. Implemented Reform

There have been a number of significant changes that we have
implemented during the past 10 years. We have previously discussed
the physical changes that have been made to the facilities; there have
also been many administrative and technological improvements, as
well.
Beginning in the year 2000, the commencement of the Courts evening
court sessions was moved from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The case volume
and duration of Court was such that it was more efficient to begin
earlier.
This past year the Town Board created a Senior Justice Administrator
position and appointed the Honorable Peter G. Crummey to the
position. As part of his administrative duties, a directive was sent by
the Judge to the District Attorney and Public Defender advising that
their staff members must be conferenced and ready to proceed at the
commencement of court session.
In addition, the Senior Judge has directed a complete individual
assignment system, which will encourage efficiency in the
administration of Justice. The individual assignment system should
eliminate duplicative efforts and allow a judge to best manage motion
practice, hearing and trial calendars, and the movement of the courts
calendar.
This Court has long been looked to for participation in many new
initiatives and “pilot programs”. As technology has advanced and
electronic transmission of information has begun to incorporate more
and more aspects of court administration, the Colonie Court has been
on the forefront of change and growth.
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This Court began the electronic filing of monthly reports and Invoice
Billing Program at the Programs’ inception. The Court began
electronically reporting dispositions to both the Office of Court
Administration and the Department of Motor Vehicles once the option
became available. This office was one of the pilot courts when traffic
and criminal software, more commonly known as “TraCS” or electronic
ticketing began with the New York State Police, even before our Town’s
Police department became equipped to issue the electronic tickets. In
addition, the Court has been participating in “e-justice” since it became
accessible to courts. This program allows the court to access,
electronically, criminal history reports and fingerprint response records
from the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services. Most
recently, this Court participated in the pilot of Web DVS, which allows
courts to electronically issue orders of protections which simultaneously
posts the Court’s order to the Domestic Violence Registry which is
accessible to law enforcement statewide.
In March of 2008, this Court applied for, and was the recipient of, new
computers, flat screen monitors, network printers, fax machines and
copiers all provided by the New York State Office of Court
Administration as part of the Action Plan for Justice Courts. This
equipment has enhanced efficiency.
Most recently, the Court has applied for additional funds through the
Justice Court Assistance Program, or JCAP Grant. If approved for
funding, the Court will be able to purchase additional items and
equipment to enhance and maintain the efficiency of the Court.
In other efforts to promote efficiency, the court proposes many
additional initiatives for reform.
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II. Proposals for Reform

A. Creating a “Greener” Court System
1. Digital Scanning and Forwarding of Documents
The future of maintaining the Colonie Justice Court System, as
well as, respectfully, our State Court System, depends on embracing
technologies readily available. These initiatives are based on this
Court’s desire to maintain and enhance the delivery of justice while
saving money and resources.
As the volume of paper continues to grow at a geometric rate in this
Court System, it is recommended that the Court move to embrace
electronic documents. One needs to look no further than to our Federal
Court System as a fit example of utilizing electronic documents in most
of its work. Clearly, the Court’s ability to digitally scan its own
documents, which it is required to forward to other persons and
agencies, saves money by eliminating paper and postage. Such ability
also allows for a prompter delivery of documents making the
opportunity for justice that much sooner available. To this end, this
Court has made application to the New York State Office of Court
Administration Unified Court System to obtain digital scanning
equipment. Even if the request is not fulfilled by the Unified Court
System, the Court respectfully requests the Town Board to favorably
consider this request for reform. If permission is needed from the State
Unified Court System to utilize electronic documents, the Court
respectfully requests that such permission be granted, and at the very
least, designate Colonie Court as the “pilot” Town Court for such
reform. The Colonie Court has already served as a “pilot court” for
many State programs including electronic disposition reporting of
Uniform Traffic Tickets and Criminal Disposition, as well as “E-Justice”
and “Web DVS”.
2. Utilizing the Albany County Correctional Facility for
overnight holding
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Currently, the Town bears the unnecessary burden and expense of
holding those arrested on felonies and other criminal charges until local
arraignment. In the face of Colonie Court’s demonstrated volume, this
is an antiquated system which takes police off the road, requires the
engagement of matrons when a female is arrested, and requires Judges
to drive back and forth to Court for each individual arraignment. There
are a number of logical solutions to saving money, conserving resources
and decreasing automobile traffic involving police, inmates and Judges.
With the Albany County Correctional Facility located in the Town of
Colonie, approximately two (2) miles from the Colonie Court House and
Police Station, it makes better sense to house defendants overnight, at
that facility which is best equipped to handle such stays, until the
following morning when presented for arraignment. Many
municipalities in New York State currently utilize their County
Correctional Facility for such purpose; however a Home Rule Request
may be required from the Town’s Legislative Body to the New York
State Legislature for approval of this reform. The Court respectfully
requests that this Town’s Legislative Body pursue such home rule
message. Currently municipalities within the Counties of Erie,
Putnam, Yates and Warren already enjoy this benefit. The Town could
certainly upgrade its own holding cells to accommodate overnight
housing, but it is recommended that the Town utilize the existing
County housing facility to avoid such expense and staffing costs
associated with housing defendants.
3. Arraignments /Bail
In addition to electronic delivery of paper, technology can be
utilized to save money and promote the delivery of justice in
arraignments and bail involving those housed in County and State
Correctional Facilities. The ability to conduct video arraignments
promotes justice because the Judge can have the ability to promptly set
bail without requiring the often costly transport of prisoners back and
forth from the correctional facility. Prompter bail can mean that
defendants can be released from custody sooner which benefits the
defendant and the County paying for the housing of the defendant. The
Albany County Correctional Facility, on information and belief, is
currently equipped so that the Public Defender’s Office may conference
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with a client utilizing the video conference feature. This proposal would
allow a video arraignment or bail application, with counsel present, to
be heard without the cost of transport. Currently, the cost of transport
is borne by the Albany County Sheriff and the Colonie Police
Departments. This reform could certainly streamline the hundreds of
preliminary hearings scheduled each year in the Court where 95% of
such hearings are waived when bail is set.
Further, by handling these matters electronically, the courtroom has
fewer people, allowing for a more streamline courtroom session without
the additional security detail required in transporting inmates and
providing the opportunity to close the courtroom sooner requiring less
courtroom staff time. Nevertheless, if a defendant and counsel request
a courtroom arraignment or bail application, such request would not be
denied.
4. Enhancing Court Administration in the Colonie Justice
Court
In the current format of three (3) part-time justices, handling 25,000
cases per year, the volume of cases presented to the Colonie Justice
Court supports the addition of a fourth part-time justice. A number of
Justice Courts have four justices including the Towns of Southampton
and Clarkstown. This is not the only remedy however.
The Court could transition to a full time day court with full time
Justices comparable in commitment and compensation to Albany City
Court. While full time City Court Judges enjoy ten (10) year terms and
Town Justices are constitutionally set at four (4) year terms,
nonetheless, full time could positively impact the Colonie Court System.
There are a variety of issues involved with such a change in our
Judiciary, including, but not limited to, additional court staffing to
support day court in addition to the daily work product of current staff
members, and staffing for the District Attorney’s Office, Public
Defender’s Office, and Colonie Police Department.
Even without modifying the Court’s current three (3) part-time
justice format the Court requires a law clerk to assist in the ever
increasing volume of motions and trial practice. To that end, the Court
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requested the addition of said clerk during the summer of 2009, for
inclusion in the Justice Department 2010 budget, but it appears the
request was not adopted by the Town’s Legislative Body. Colonie serves
as a big City Court by volume and yet remains understaffed as opposed
to comparable City Court Systems.
Further, Court staff must be reclassified commensurate with their
duties and with their City Court counterparts. Actually, the Court staff
routinely serves in a paralegal capacity but many staff members remain
classified as “typists”. This must not continue and the Legislative Body
should take proper action to remedy this long overdue recognition of the
actual duties of Colonie Court Staff.
The annual revenue generated by the Town Court more than pays for
the current and proposed operation of the Court and, of course, in
addition provides more than $1 million annually to the State of New
York and a like amount to the Town’s General Fund.
The Court urges the Town Legislative Body to fully consider these
proposals and take action as requested. Please feel free to contact us in
order to facilitate the maintenance and enhancement of the Colonie
Justice Court System.

APPENDIX 1
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TOWN OF COLONIE JUSTICES
Charles D. Miller
1895
1897
Lewis W. Dayton
1895
resigned 9/5/1904
George W. Stedman
1895
1896
William H. Woodward
1895
1896
Chrisopher Frischknecht
1897declined office
William H. Woodward
1897 appointed
James C. Archibald
1897
died @3/11/08
William Volk
1897
1901
John Schairer, Jr.
1897
1908
Virgil Lathrop
1904
1909
William Volk
1908
1909
Fletcher C. Onderdonk
app 4/20/08
Polk
1909
Lewis W. Dayton
1902
Chris Valentine
app 9/5/1904
1910
Chris Valentine
1924
1925
W. C. Springer
1924
1925
C. J. Dolson
1924
1925
Myron L. Chapman
1924
1927
Chauncey Bell
1924
1927
John W. Haworth
1928
1933
Andrew Petregal
1926
1933
John G. Brown
1909
John G. Brown
1924
died 4/15/1932
Albert E. McCotter
1928
1932
William D. Stairs
1932
1940
Nordin J. Shambrook
4/26/1932 app 1966
1933 Justices no longer serve on the Town Board
Harry J. D’Agostino
1960
1972
Frank A. Tate
1966
7/75 resigned
Guy C. DeLollo
1973 appointed 1976 died
Philip S. Caponera
1975
2001
George A. Roland
1974
1981
Nicholas J. Greisler
1977 appointed 1999
Edward Reynolds, PT
1977 appointed
Nicholas J. Criscione
1982
1993
Mary S. Sweeney
1994…………….5/2005
Peter G. Crummey
2000
Richard T. DiStefano
2002…………….8/2005
Andrew C. Sommers
5/2005 appointed
Susan M. Tatro
9/2005 appointed….2009
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APPENDIX 3

Year
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009

Amount

320
377
372
290
321
310
398
387
401
365

Preliminary Hearings
450
400
350
300
250

200
150
100
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0
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
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APPENDIX 6

2000
Janaury
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Total

TOTALS

$1,499,963.30 $590,875.36 $167,078.15 $741,767.29

$104,124.91
$129,453.36
$160,105.08
$122,849.15
$144,620.10
$150,428.65
$123,287.25
$132,713.50
$129,732.25
$161,022.35
$141,626.70

State
$41,500.00
$44,632.50
$58,299.30
$48,781.00
$52,969.91
$66,932.00
$49,880.50
$53,579.15
$54,336.00
$64,296.00
$55,669.00

County
$14,245.65
$13,418.40
$19,641.77
$13,736.85
$13,527.32
$16,731.31
$19,960.30
$12,524.65
$10,753.75
$18,071.25
$14,466.90

Town
Other
Hand Park
$48,379.26
$0.00
$0.00
$71,402.46
$0.00
$0.00
$82,164.01
$0.00
$0.00
$60,331.30
$0.00
$0.00
$78,122.87
$0.00
$0.00
$66,765.34
$0.00
$0.00
$53,446.45
$0.00
$0.00
$66,609.70
$0.00
$0.00
$64,642.50
$0.00
$0.00
$78,655.10
$0.00
$0.00
$71,248.30
$242.50
$0.00

$242.50

$0.00

$180,000.00
$160,000.00
$140,000.00
$120,000.00
$100,000.00
$80,000.00
$60,000.00
$40,000.00
$20,000.00
$0.00

Total
State
County
Town
Janaury
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Revenue

2000

41

Other
Hand Park

2001
Janaury
Febraury
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Total

State

County

Town

TOTALS

$1,629,723.55 $651,836.80 $157,280.21 $820,546.54

$145,672.63 $55,402.50 $17,071.60 $73,198.53
$145,908.59 $59,161.50 $15,543.55 $71,203.54
$162,011.35 $65,930.00 $13,595.30 $82,486.05
$148,361.74 $59,194.50 $13,276.30 $75,890.94
$145,854.14 $62,492.45 $12,576.25 $70,785.44
$138,483.95 $56,950.00 $10,566.65 $70,907.30
$141,904.33 $54,271.83 $16,243.56 $71,388.94
$125,195.81 $50,740.00 $11,341.26 $63,114.55
$116,942.02 $50,410.00 $10,439.84 $56,092.18
$143,457.68 $57,079.40 $12,237.20 $74,141.08
$108,651.52 $39,819.62 $12,478.05 $56,353.85
$107,279.79 $40,385.00 $11,910.65 $54,984.14

Other
Hand Park
$0.00
$45.00
$0.00
$30.00
$0.00
$45.00
$0.00
$60.00
$0.00
$60.00
$60.00
$60.00
$0.00
$15.00
$0.00
$30.00
$0.00
$30.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$105.00
$60.00

Revenue

2001
$180,000.00
$160,000.00
$140,000.00
$120,000.00
$100,000.00
$80,000.00
$60,000.00
$40,000.00
$20,000.00
$0.00

Total
State
County
Town
Other
Hand
Park
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$480.00

2002
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Total

State

County

Town

TOTALS

$1,696,126.14 $673,600.48 $158,413.63 $864,112.03

$156,624.99 $55,226.00 $13,106.14 $88,292.85
$146,052.15 $58,629.50 $16,225.05 $71,197.60
$163,679.10 $65,256.00 $14,312.70 $84,110.40
$152,162.90 $62,777.00 $14,880.30 $74,505.60
$150,719.64 $58,368.33 $18,685.35 $73,665.96
$156,581.25 $59,697.00 $12,235.45 $84,648.80
$144,245.00 $56,217.25 $12,414.25 $75,613.50
$118,524.60 $45,738.90 $9,177.55 $63,608.15
$139,420.90 $55,601.50 $14,092.30 $69,727.10
$124,891.16 $53,119.50 $13,709.72 $58,061.94
$107,432.05 $41,339.00 $7,898.52 $58,194.53
$135,792.40 $61,630.50 $11,676.30 $62,485.60

Other
Hand Park
$0.00
$60.00
$0.00
$45.00
$0.00
$15.00
$0.00
$60.00
$0.00
$57.50
$0.00
$15.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$30.00
$0.00
$17.50
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$60.00
$0.00
$90.00
$0.00

Revenue

2002
$180,000.00
$160,000.00
$140,000.00
$120,000.00
$100,000.00
$80,000.00
$60,000.00
$40,000.00
$20,000.00
$0.00

Total
State
County
Town
Other
Hand
Park
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$450.00

2003
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Total

TOTALS

$1,630,881.70 $696,568.05 $150,685.55 $783,518.10

$130,756.05
$143,414.60
$185,142.65
$157,992.05
$121,214.85
$135,151.20
$135,241.86
$124,906.95
$116,093.05
$130,671.60
$104,079.56
$146,217.28

State
$53,484.00
$59,531.50
$80,738.70
$71,635.50
$51,387.30
$58,818.10
$61,307.50
$54,048.40
$46,874.00
$52,017.00
$43,187.00
$63,539.05

County
$14,080.75
$13,440.62
$14,588.45
$12,658.00
$10,687.85
$10,720.70
$10,510.49
$11,131.81
$12,810.73
$16,091.70
$11,435.52
$12,528.93

Town
Other
Hand Park
$63,081.30
$110.00
$45.00
$70,442.48
$0.00
$15.00
$89,815.50
$0.00
$45.00
$73,698.55
$0.00
$47.50
$59,139.70
$0.00
$15.00
$65,612.40
$0.00
$30.00
$63,423.87
$0.00
$0.00
$59,726.74
$0.00
$30.00
$56,408.32
$0.00
$45.00
$62,562.90
$0.00
$15.00
$49,457.04
$0.00
$30.00
$70,149.30
$0.00
$30.00
$110.00

$347.50

$200,000.00
$180,000.00
$160,000.00
$140,000.00
$120,000.00
$100,000.00
$80,000.00
$60,000.00
$40,000.00
$20,000.00
$0.00

Total

State
County
Town
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Revenue

2003

44

Other
Hand Park

2004
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
Ocober
November
December

Total

State

County

Town

TOTALS

$1,733,533.99 $783,966.85 $149,432.84 $800,134.30

$104,959.95 $44,684.03 $11,889.39 $48,386.53
$140,592.10 $61,699.90 $13,630.30 $65,261.90
$167,529.11 $74,334.00 $17,279.20 $75,915.91
$143,564.50 $64,724.85 $10,738.53 $68,101.12
$153,011.90 $67,719.50 $9,380.72 $75,911.68
$145,342.85 $66,527.30 $14,878.85 $63,936.70
$126,000.70 $59,748.00 $7,622.90 $58,629.80
$162,094.55 $82,700.25 $8,814.15 $70,580.15
$144,326.35 $63,019.70 $13,425.05 $67,881.60
$162,989.31 $73,587.82 $14,413.11 $74,988.38
$146,866.50 $64,635.00 $12,305.00 $69,926.50
$136,256.17 $60,586.50 $15,055.64 $60,614.03

Other
Hand Park
$0.00
$15.00
$0.00
$75.00
$0.00
$30.00
$0.00
$15.00
$0.00
$75.00
$0.00
$25.00
$0.00
$30.00
$0.00
$15.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$15.00
$0.00
$30.00
$0.00
$15.00
$0.00

$340.00

2004
Total
State
County
Total
Town
State

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
Ocober
November
December

$180,000.00
$160,000.00
$140,000.00
$180,000.00
$120,000.00
$160,000.00
$100,000.00
$80,000.00
$140,000.00
$60,000.00
$120,000.00
$40,000.00
$100,000.00
$20,000.00
$80,000.00
$0.00
$60,000.00
$40,000.00
$20,000.00
$0.00

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
Ocober
November
December

Revenue Revenue

2004
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Other
County
Hand Park
Town
Other
Hand Park

2005
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Total

State

County

Town

TOTALS

$1,915,189.40 $893,670.39 $130,099.30 $886,214.71

$139,216.00 $66,579.50 $10,969.50 $61,667.00
$144,251.05 $71,855.55 $8,580.65 $63,609.85
$173,685.97 $73,770.50 $13,203.44 $86,712.03
$161,110.28 $72,494.70 $11,480.61 $77,134.97
$168,007.25 $74,665.00 $12,293.25 $81,049.00
$173,407.10 $89,400.00 $12,539.70 $71,467.40
$140,952.95 $70,514.00 $6,776.20 $63,662.75
$183,038.77 $85,990.74 $15,861.01 $81,187.02
$152,484.30 $70,409.00 $8,316.32 $73,758.98
$161,441.80 $68,626.00 $14,110.61 $78,705.19
$177,585.28 $81,253.40 $9,615.46 $86,716.42
$140,008.65 $68,112.00 $6,352.55 $60,544.10

Other
Hand Park
$0.00
$0.00
$205.00
$0.00
$0.00
$30.00
$0.00
$105.00
$0.00
$60.00
$0.00
$15.00
$0.00
$60.00
$0.00
$15.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$5,000.00
$105.00
$5,205.00

$390.00

$200,000.00
$180,000.00
$160,000.00
$140,000.00
$120,000.00
$100,000.00
$80,000.00
$60,000.00
$40,000.00
$20,000.00
$0.00

Total
State
County
Town
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Revenue

2005

46

Other
Hand Park

2006
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Total

TOTALS

$2,068,751.45 $974,499.77 $121,834.47 $972,307.21

$179,141.35
$189,660.05
$205,488.10
$149,600.14
$185,008.65
$194,455.15
$164,924.61
$151,067.47
$147,981.07
$176,059.57
$172,317.64
$153,047.65

State
$81,017.89
$90,211.50
$98,513.50
$74,890.55
$83,280.60
$87,780.55
$78,155.88
$73,157.75
$70,631.45
$84,629.50
$77,435.50
$74,795.10

County
$13,478.42
$9,110.35
$13,516.30
$7,848.61
$6,268.35
$12,057.70
$12,596.91
$6,120.09
$8,669.54
$10,395.85
$13,266.23
$8,506.12

Town
Other
Hand Park
$84,535.04
$110.00
$120.00
$90,338.20
$120.00
$93,458.30
$150.00
$66,860.98
$30.00
$95,459.70
$75.00
$94,616.90
$30.00
$74,171.82
$0.00
$71,789.63
$0.00
$68,680.08
$15.00
$81,034.22
$75.00
$81,615.91
$60.00
$69,746.43
$15.00
$110.00

$690.00

2006
2006
$200,000.00
$200,000.00

Total
Total

$150,000.00
$150,000.00

State
State

$100,000.00
$100,000.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$0.00
$0.00

County
County

Town
Town
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Revenue
Revenue

$250,000.00
$250,000.00
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Other
Other

Hand Park
Hand
Park

2007
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Total

TOTALS

$2,002,966.22 $934,389.92 $120,753.46 $947,822.84

$194,690.10
$158,057.47
$194,446.68
$144,521.50
$166,824.30
$167,160.60
$168,590.88
$176,948.20
$150,758.00
$178,455.79
$156,054.90
$146,457.80

State
$87,641.80
$77,877.10
$92,546.10
$68,660.10
$81,138.20
$77,716.25
$76,045.00
$83,887.75
$71,869.51
$83,720.59
$70,316.92
$62,970.60

County
$11,649.60
$11,550.76
$17,085.08
$9,464.28
$7,139.00
$8,882.30
$6,435.01
$7,416.55
$7,333.98
$14,561.20
$10,756.31
$8,479.39

Town
Other
$95,398.70
$68,629.61
$84,815.50
$66,397.12
$78,547.10
$80,562.05
$86,110.87
$85,643.90
$71,554.51
$80,174.00
$74,981.67
$75,007.81

Hand Park
$105.00
$30.00
$40.00
$15.00
$27.50
$107.50
$15.00
$75.00
$75.00
$75.00
$75.00
$120.00

$0.00

$760.00

2007
$250,000.00
Total

$150,000.00

State

$100,000.00

County

$50,000.00

Town

$0.00
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Revenue

$200,000.00
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Other
Hand Park

2008
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Total

TOTALS

$2,130,037.13 $1,021,192.37 $137,166.70 $971,678.06

$209,901.99
$186,119.95
$189,429.95
$175,432.55
$152,528.10
$170,477.05
$161,298.05
$169,681.75
$190,484.32
$187,512.37
$147,471.10
$189,699.95

State
$99,929.17
$86,883.80
$92,669.50
$78,957.10
$72,388.80
$83,236.25
$73,258.65
$85,800.60
$93,660.10
$86,065.50
$73,985.10
$94,357.80

County
$15,755.44
$14,557.05
$14,316.91
$15,426.30
$10,023.60
$3,786.33
$10,684.30
$9,584.80
$11,156.32
$12,410.15
$9,529.50
$9,936.00

Town
Other
$94,217.38
$84,679.10
$82,443.54
$81,049.15
$70,115.70
$83,454.47
$77,355.10
$74,296.35
$85,667.90
$89,039.72
$63,956.50
$85,406.15

Hand Park
$135.00
$195.00
$240.00
$87.50
$15.00
$105.00
$30.00
$60.00
$75.00
$30.00
$90.00
$285.00

$0.00 $1,347.50

2008
$250,000.00

Total

$150,000.00

State

$100,000.00

County

$50,000.00

Town

$0.00
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Revenue

$200,000.00
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Other
Hand Park

2009
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
TOTALS

Total

State

$204,150.20 $106,248.40
$224,575.20 $113,269.92
$226,221.95 $112,249.08
$236,514.24 $121,238.21
$199,708.30 $104,622.80
$209,238.55 $103,391.20
$201,520.65 $97,330.00
$221,034.50 $106,052.10
$196,459.04 $98,152.05
$212,473.25 $107,538.44
$202,656.22 $101,800.50
$223,730.60 $112,467.50
$2,558,282.70 $1,284,360.20

County
$13,196.70
$14,833.01
$14,323.79
$19,856.01
$9,950.67
$9,622.11
9.328.88
$10,516.30
$11,896.07
$9,463.17
$13,648.34
$18,947.20

Town
Other
Hand Park
$84,705.40
$0.00
$165.00
$96,472.27
$0.00
$75.00
$99,649.08
$0.00
$45.00
$95,420.02
$0.00
$195.00
$85,134.83
$0.00
$30.00
$96,225.24
$0.00
$45.00
$94,761.77
$100.00
$90.00
$104,466.10
$0.00
$60.00
$86,360.92
$50.00
$90.00
$95,236.64
$235.00
$135.00
$87,207.38
$0.00
$30.00
$92,315.90
$0.00
$75.00
$146,253.37 $1,117,955.55
$385.00 $1,035.00

$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$200,000.00
$200,000.00
$150,000.00
$150,000.00
$100,000.00
$100,000.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$0.00
$0.00

Total
Total
State
State
County
County
Town
Town
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Revenue
Revenue

2009
2009
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Other
Other

Hand Park
Hand
Park
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APPENDIX 9
About the Authors:
Hon. Peter G. Crummey, Senior Town Justice – Senior Town Justice
Peter G. Crummey is a lifelong resident of Colonie, New York. Judge
Crummey graduated from St. Gregory's School, Shaker High School,
Boston College and Albany Law School of Union University. Judge
Crummey has been in public service for thirty (30) years.
Judge Crummey began public service during his education at Albany
Law School when he worked for the New York State Office of Court
Administration in 1979.
In 1980, Judge Crummey began work as an intern in the Colonie Town
Attorney's Office and became full time after graduation from Albany
Law School. At that time, the Judge's duties as a Deputy Town
Attorney included representing a variety of town departments and
prosecuting vehicle and traffic and local law cases. By 1984, the Judge
was engaged by the Village of Menands to also provide his prosecutorial
skills in its Court. The Judge left full time employment by the Town of
Colonie at the end of 1986 and commenced work for the New York State
Senate, at the direction of Senate Majority Leader Warren M.
Anderson, as counsel to the newly created Senate Standing Committee
on Alcohol and Drug Abuse. The Judge also served as counsel to the
Senate Standing Committee on Insurance prior to being designated
Chief Counsel to a Senator. The Judge worked for the Senate through
1990. During the same period, the Judge was appointed counsel to the
Town of Colonie Zoning Board of Appeals, a position he eventually
served for 13 years. In 1991, the Judge ran for a seat in the Albany
County Legislature and was elected and subsequently re-elected in a
special election in 1992 and again in 1995. During his eight (8) year
tenure as a County Legislator, the Judge served as Minority Leader for
6 of his years of service sponsoring and passing a number of key pieces
of legislation including establishing county-net to place county records
on line, requiring bidding for county banking services and establishing
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an employee recognition program, to name merely a few. The Judge
played a key role in managing the Albany County Airport and in
transitioning the redevelopment of the airport into the Albany
International Airport. The Judge also led the effort to establish a West
Albany Veterans Memorial Park which today can be visited within the
West Albany Pocket Park in Colonie, New York. Each year, the Judge
participates in a Memorial Day service at the site.
In 1999, the Judge sought election as Colonie Town Justice and was
successful, being re-elected in 2003 and 2007. The Judge has served
10th year as Colonie Town Justice and serves as the Court's Senior
Town Justice. The Colonie Town Justice Court is one of the busiest
Justice Courts in the State of New York. The Court handles
approximately 24,000 cases per year including vehicle and traffic cases,
criminal cases and civil proceedings. In fact, as of 2008, the Colonie
Justice Court was listed as the 22nd busiest criminal Court, of all
criminal Courts, in the State of New York.
The Judge has served as Acting City Court Judge for Albany, Cohoes,
Hudson and Troy as requested by the N.Y.S. Office of Court
Administration. He also serves as an instructor for the Office of Court
Administration to judges and court clerks. Early in his professional
career, he also taught Business Law at Maria College in Albany, New
York.
The Judge is also a practicing attorney with an office in Albany, New
York. Judge Crummey is active in a variety of community affairs and
currently serves as an officer on the Board of Directors of the Albany
County Bar Association and routinely gives presentations in our local
schools and to community groups concerning the Court system. His
presentations are routinely reported in the monthly newsletter of the
Albany County Bar Association.
Beginning in 2007, Judge Crummey instituted the Gavel Award in
which he annually presents a gavel award to the teacher in the Town of
Colonie who brings knowledge of the courtroom into the classroom.
The Judge also hosts a Town of Colonie television program entitled
Benchmark which explores legal issues by interviewing a variety of
judges and attorneys from throughout the Capital Region.
In January of 2009, the Judge was designated by the Colonie Town
Board Senior Administrative Judge of the Town Courts system.
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Julie L. Gansle, Clerk of the Court –
Julie Gansle has served as the Clerk of the Town of Colonie Justice
Court for 10 years. She commenced her career in 1995 with the Justice
Department working as a part-time clerical, before becoming a
permanent Typist. She is a graduate of Colonie Central High School,
Hudson Valley Community College, Russell Sage College, and Western
New England School of Law where she obtained her Juris Doctorate in
2002.
She is an active member of the New York State Association of
Magistrate’s Court Clerks, Inc. and currently serves as a Director of the
Association. In that capacity, Julie teaches clerks from throughout the
State and routinely is utilized as a resource to many Judges and Clerks
throughout the State. In addition, she is also the Association’s District
Coordinator for the 4th Judicial District’s Court Clerks training. She is
responsible for coordinating and teaching at the clerks training on
several occasions annually. She serves on many of the Associations
Executive Committees, including education, conference, Legislation,
Parliamentarian, Publicity/Media, and Program committees.
Julie is a regular lecturer for the New York State Office of Court
Administration’s training programs. Beginning in 2004, she has
appeared as an expert panelist on several live and interactive
teleconferences and webcasts, presented by the Judicial Institute of the
State of New York’s Office of Court Administration. These training
programs cover a variety of topics designed specifically for town and
village justices and justice court clerks, they are broadcast live across
the State of New York, and subsequently available for on-line training.
Most recently, on October 27, 2009, she participated as a panelist for
the webcast entitled “Vehicle & Traffic Law: The Ins and Outs”.
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