
B. LAND USE AND ZONING

l. Land Usc:

Thc Study Arca contains a variety of land uses due to its physical

location at the nucleus of thc Capital District and its proximity to numcrous

transportation facilities (highway, rivcrs, airport, and railroad). Land uses in

the Study Area includc residcntial, commcrcial, industrial, agricultural,

institutional, rccreational, and open space (Exhibit II-B-l). Specifically, land

use in this portion of the Town of Colonie is characterizcd in th€ Town's Land Use

Managemcot Advisory Council (LUMAC) Technical Rcport as follows:

'This area is comprised of large amounts of County owned land and
facilitics, The focal point of thc area is the Albany County Airport,
tr,ith thc Albany County Nursing Home, Ann Lee Home, Heritage Park and
thc Albany County Pcnitentiary being other major County institutions
located in this area. In addition, the BOCES Albany-Schoharie-
Schcncctady Countics Area Occupational Centcr, thc Army National Guard
Military Facility and the Latham Water District Office represent
furthcr public institutional devclopment in this area. Although the
Airport and other institutional activities account for a largc amount
of land within this arca, othcr uses also occupy considerable
quantities of land, such as industrial, commcrcial, agricultural,
residcntial and scrvicc activitics, Industrial uscs are found
throughout thc arca aod arc gcncrally compriscd of warehousing,
proccssing, distribution, wholcsaling and truck tcrminal activities.
Notable concentrations of thcsc activitics are locatcd along Old Wolf
Road (Northway Industrial Park, NAPA Distribution Center), Albany
Shakcr, Watcrvlict Shakcr, Sicker and Wadc Roads (Guptill Industrial
Park).

Therc is also a considcrablc amount of commercial devclopmcnt locatcd
within this area. and as with the industrial activitics, much of it is
related to or dependent on rnajor transportatiotr faciliti€s and
artcries. Thc strip devclopmeot along Route 7, the numcrous auto-
rcntal and cating catablishmcnts scattcrcd throughout thc arca, end thc
Amcricana Inn all cxcmplify commcrcial development within thc areo.
Thc most significant opcn spscc rccrcational dsvelopmcnt present within
the area is thc Shakcr Ridgc Country Club, locatcd to thc west of the
Airport. Also locatcd in this arca, is Mcmory Gardcns, a relatively
largc ccmctery off Watcrvlict Shaker Road.

Disperscd throughout thc area arc apprcciable amounts of viable
commcrcial agricultural opcrations. Thcsc activitics Erc particularly
cvident along Old Wolf, Watcrvlict Shakcr, Albany Shaker and Sand Creek
Roads. Also prsscnt within thi3 arca arc modcrats amounts of
rcsidcntial dcvclopmcnt Thcsc activitics are gencrally located along
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Route 7 io thc Ycrdoy/Garling Drivc nciShborhood, Albany Shaker Road
and of this intersection of Routc 7 and along vly Rood. Thc prcscnce
of the Airport near this residential devclopmcnt, particularly that
locatcd north of thc Airport and that to thc south locatcd in the
Village of Colonie rcprcscnts the most significatrt land use conflict
associatcd with this area.

Thc Wolf Road Area is tocated in thc Villagc and Town of Colonic. This
arca will bc discussed as a scparatc cntity duc to its siSnificance as

' an cstablished busincss district within thc Town.

Thc prcdominant land usc within this ^tca- is rctail commcrcial,
busincss activitics. such as financial institutions and officcs, hotcts
and a numbcr of cating cstablishmcnts. Colonic Ccntct, Northway Mall
and Wolf Road Shoppcr's Park arc locatcd within this area along with a
number of smallcr strip type shopping matls, thc NYS Dcpartment of
Envirormcntal Cooscrvation Office Building, the lvfarriott Hotcl and a
numbcr of othcr individual busincsscs' lt i3 this concentrstion of
intcnsivc land uscs which distinguishcs this arc from thosc which
surround it.

The Wolf Road Arca, is onc of thc most intcnsively developcd and
still growing commcrcial districts in thc Rcgion. Most of the
dcvclopmcnt in this arca rcflccts thc rapid suburban growth within
Colonie during thc 1960's and 70's.

Othcr land uses along Wolf Road includc scattcrcd residcntial uses
which arc gencrally incompatiblc with thc character of this arca and a
fcw isolatcd agricultural opcrations which for the rtrost part consist of
commcrcial grcenhouses and nurscrics.'

Of historical significancc withio thc Study Arca arc thc Old Shaker

Cemctcry, thc burial sitc of Mothcr Antr Lcc, foundcr of thc Shakcr scct, as wcll as

threc Shaker 'family" homc sitcs locatcd off thc Watcrvlict Shakcr Road, These

Shakcr sitcs arc dcsignatcd as part of thc lUatcrvlict Shakcr Historic District and

are listcd on

Historical and

contitrues to

thesc sites.

thc National Rcgistcr of Historic Places (Scc Section II, K,

Archaeological Considcrations). The Shakcr Hcritagc Society has and

bc activc in developing stratcgics for prcscrvinS and maintaining

Thc portion of the Study Area located within thc Yillagc of Colonic

is prcdominantly undevelopcd fields and brush, A small commcrcial strip lics

betwcen Wolf Ro.d and I-E7 in thc southcrn portion of thc Study Arca. Exhibit II'

B-t also idcntifies land usc within thc Villagc of Colonic.
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Outl ined

the var ious land uses in

f ic ld v is i ts were conducted

in Table I I -B- l  is a l ist ing of  approximate

the Study Area. Aer ial  photos ( l9Et)  were

to dcterminc the general ized cxist ing land uses.

acreages for

examined and

TabIe  I I -B- l

EXISTITIG LAI{D USE

L Zoainq:

The Study Arca is zoned for a var icty of  uscs including busincss,

commercial ,  and rcsidcnt ial  zones. A largc port ion of  thc Study Area west of  and

. including a sect ion of  the A. i rport  is zoncd undeveloped, which pcrmits a var iety of

busincss uses and unt i l  rcccnt ly resident ial  uscs. The fol lowing distr icts are

included in thc Study Area and arc shown on Exhibi t  I I -B-2.

o Town of Colonie:  Residcncc A- l ,  A-2, A-3. C: Business E,

E-1, E-2: Commcrcial  H; Cernetery:  Undcvcloped: and

o Vi l lagc of  Colonie:  Resident ial  A, B; Commercial  A, B.

and

Of part icular note when comparing thc compat ibi l i ty of  thc Vi l lagc

Town zoning distr icts is the area of thc vi l lagc which is zoned Rcsidcnce A and

I I  . 7
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APPROXI}IATE

III'}IBER OF ACRES

RES IDENTIAL

COMI'IERC I AL/ I NDUSTR IAL

AI RPORT

IIISTITUTIOHAL/
RECREATION

ACTIVE AGRICULTURE

OPEN SPACE

I ,620

1 ,360

850

1,350

8I0

2,510

TOTAL 8,500



B near Sand Creck Road and Sunset Boulevard

undeveloped; commcrcial  C and H; and Business E,

Town of Colonie.  Bascd on the above. there is

uses in this area.

(Exhibi t  I l -B-2).  This area abuts

E-2, and G zoning distr icts in th€

a potent ial  for conf l ict ing land

Imoacts and Mitieation Mcasurcs:

In ordcr to cvaluatc thc impacts of  futurc dcvclopment,  both

populat ion and employment project ions provided by the CDRPC wcrc analyzed. In

addit ion, informat ion on currcnt ly proposed and future dcvclopmcnt was gathered

through direct  contact wi th Town and Vi l lagc planning staf f  and informal meet ings

with area developers as arrangcd by the Albany-Colonie Regional Chamber of  Commerce

- Center for Economic Growth. The owners of  large tracts of  und€veloped and

agricul tural  lands wcre also contacted to ass€ss the potent ial  for future sale

and/or development of  land within the Study Area. Est imates of  future developmcnt

presented in this DGEIS also rely heavi ly on sevcral  studies prepared by the

CDTC regarding thc transportat ion needs of th is arca. Thcse studies included the

Traff ic Assessmcnt for thc Albanv Countv Airoort  Arca (Septemb€r l98E) and, the

Proposed Transportat ion Svstcm Plan for thc Wolf  Road/Airport  Arca (June l9EE).

Two separatc land usc scenarios havc bccn cvaluatcd in this FGEIS.

The developmcnt potent ial  of  land with the Study Arca was ini t ia l ly evaluated based

on what was termed thc High Growth Future Devclopmcnt Sccnario.  This developmcnt

scenario assumcs that land within the Study Arca wi l l  cont inue to develop at a high

rare of  Srowth through the ye}t  2005. Thc impacts associatcd with this

devclopmcnt scenario are discussed in Sect ion I I I  of  th is FGEIS. The severe

cnvironmental  and socioeconomic impacts associated with the High Growth Future

Dcvclopmcnt Scenario are considcred to be extreme and unrcal ist ic by of f ic ia ls of
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the Town and vi l lage of Colonic and Albany County.  Thereforc,  a sccond land usc

scenario has been evaluated in this FGEIS.

The sccond land use analysis,  termcd the Cumulat ivc Growth

Scenario,  represents a major reduct ion in the projectcd level  of  resident ial  and

commcrcial  developmcnt f rom thc High Growth Futurc Devclopment Sccnario.  Impacts

associated with the Cumulat ive Growth Sccnario are evaluatcd in Sect ion u of  th is

FGEIS. The manner in which this land usc scenario has been dcveloped is discussed

below.

I t  should be noted that the Cumulat ive Growth Scenario evaluated in

Sect ion I l  of  th is FGEIS and thc High Growth Futurc Development Sccnario discussed

in Sect ion I I I  rcpresent only two of any possible number of  reasonable future

developmcnt schemes which may be real izcd at  thc end of the l5-ycar planning

period. In part icular,  onc should not infer that the term 'Cumulat ivc Growth

Scenario '  repr€scnts a prefcrred land use scheme for thc Study Arca. The two

scenarios evaluatcd in this FGEIS are used as a basis to ident i fy potent ial  impacts

in the Study Arca and suggest possiblc mit igat ion measurcs to minimizing thosc

idcnt i f ied impacts.  These two sccnarios,  therefore, rcprcscnt future condit ions as

they may occur i f  no act ion is takcn by the locat municipal i t ies and involved

agencies to control  devclopmcnt in thc Study Arca bcyond thosc land usc rcgulat ions

which currcnt ly exist .

No singlc source of  informat ion was used to arr ive at  the

Cumulat ivc Growth Scenario cvaluated in thc FGEIS. Rather,  informat ion was

gath€rcd from al l  the sourccs descr ibed abovc to arr ive at  th is dcvclopment

scenario based on environmcntal  constraints,  cxist ing zoning, surrounding land uses

and avai labi l i ty of  ut i l i t ics and infrastructurc.  Thc rcf incmcnt of  th is data was

accompl ishcd through a 4-stcp data col lect ion and analysis proccss.

I I  . 9



In i t ia l ly,  certain assumptions were made regarding future land use

pattcrns in the Study Area, At the outset i t  was assumed that certain lands in the

Study Area would remain undeveloped through the l5-year planning per iod. These

lands includcd: NYSDEC regulated wet lands, certain publ ic and pr ivatc lands used

for recr€at ional  purposes including Shakcr Ridgc Country Club, ccrtain agr icul tural

lands including port ions of  thc Colcman,.  Engcl  and Wcrtmann Farms, al l  cem€ter ies

and the Ann Lee Pond Nature and Historic Prcserve. While there is no absolute

guarantee that thcse lands wi l l  not be developed, the assumption was based on

contact wi th land owners and the history of  wct land pcrmit t ing by the NYSDEC as

wcl l  as thcir  current pol icy for minimizing wet land disturbancc in this area.

I t  was also assumcd that not al l  vacant avai lablc land would be

dcvcloped at thc end of thc planning pcr iod, Informat ion obtained from several

Study Area land owncrs indicatcs that thcre is an interest in preserving their

propcrty for rccreat ion and opcn space (scc Appendix 8).  This included

agricul tural  lands to thc cast and wcst of  thc airport  and property along River

Road ncar the Mohawk Rivcr. Furthcrmorc, projcctions dcvcloped by CDRPC for

populat ion and employmcnt indicatc that thc Study Arca may not support  morc

residcnt ial  and commercial  dcvclopmcnt beyond what has bcen projected in this

s€ct ion of  the FGEIS. With these assumptions in mind, the Cumulat ive Growth

Scenario was formulated.

The f i rst  stcp in this analysis included the col lect ion of  data on

var ious dcvelopment proposals which had been under considerat ion by the Planning

Boards in the Town and Vi l lage of Colonic.  A total  of  64 rcsident ial  and

commercial  projects were ident i f ied. Thcsc projects arc shown on Exhibi t  I l -B-3,

and data concerning each project is summarized on Table I I -B-2.

Step 2 in developing the Cumulat ive Growth Sccnario for the Study

Arca includcd the analysis of  data which was formulated by thc CDTC for the Wolf

I I - IO
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Road and Albany County Airport  Arca Traff ic Assessment Studies. This data was

extremely useful  s incc CDTC's analysis included an assessment of  avai lable open

space and considered var ious populat ion and employment project ions for most of  the

Study Area as prepared by CDRPC. Land use development guidcl ines used to establ ish

commercial .  industr ia l ,  and rcsidcnt iat  land and bui ld ing sizc requirements were

developcd by cDTC as part  of  these studies and were ut i l ized in this FGEIS.

Addit ional  dcvclopment ident i f icd by CDTC in their  " target Srowth scenario '  was

added to the dcvclopment proposals idcnt i f ied in the paragraph abovc.

The CDTC studies targeted certain lands for ant ic ipated resident ial

and commercial  developmcnt based on populat ion and employment projcct ions

formulated with the assistance of CDRPC. This development was not ident i f ied with

respect to any speci f ic s i te.  Thereforc,  step 3 in thc evaluat ion of  the

Cumulat ive Growth Sccnario included the assignmcnt of  th is speculat ive development

to speci f ic s i tes within the Study Area. Using thc land use guidel ines developed

by CDTC along with thc previously ment ioned land use assumptions, var ious typcs of

spcculat ive development were assigned to undevelopcd parcels within the Study Area.

This assignment of projects was made with rcspcct to the size of thc parccl,

cxist ing zoning and surrounding land uses.

The f inal  step in formulat ing thc Cumulat ive Growth Scenario

involvcd input f rom area rcal  cstatc dcvelopcrs,  spcculators,  and bui lders along

with informat ion providcd by owners of  undcveloped parcels of  5 acrcs or mofe.

This step al lowcd for the test ing of  the var ious assumptions and land use

assignrnents which were formulatcd in the previous 3 stcps. Esscnt ial ly,  th is

permit ted thc f inc tuning of  thc dcvclopmcnt scenario to takc into account:  l )

populat ion and cmploymcnt project ions; 2) known developmcnt proposals;  3) the

future plans of  arca dcvelopers,  and 4) currcnt rcal  estatc t rends which ul t imatcly

can bc uscd to predict  futurc markct condit ions.
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The cvaluat ion of  future devclopment pattcrns in thc Study Area

through the year 2005 is not s imply a cumulat ive process but includcs making a

judgement rcgarding future markct condit ions. Futur€ markct condit ions are dr iven

by a numbcr of  demographic factors including futurc populat ion and cmployment

trends. I f  future populat ion trcnds indicate a slowcr,  more moderate rate of

growth for the rcgion, the need fot  addi t ional  resident ial ,  commercial ,  and

industr ia l  developmcnt wi l l  modcrate in rcsponsc to lcsscning dcmand. Furthermorc,

the abi l i ty of  the Study Arca to accommodatc unconstrained development is also a

l imit ing factor in arr iv ing at any future developmcnt scenario.  Al ternat ive

dcvelopmcnt sccnarios considcrcd as a part  of  th is FGEIS arc further discusscd in

Sect ion I I I .  Al ternat ives.

Tablc I I -B-3 out l ines both thc proposed and speculat ive growth

cxpected within thc Study Area through thc ycar 2005 under the Cumulat ivc Growth

Scenario.  Included in this table are si te stat ist ics such as the number of  uni ts,

square footage and thc land area required for cach project '  Approximatc locat ions

of these developments arc shown on Exhibit II-B-4.

Undcr thc Cumulativc Growth Sccnario up to 1,600 ncw housing units

and an addit ional  7.4 mi l l ion squarc fcet of  commcrcial  space could be bui l t  wi thin

the Study Area by the year 2005. I t  is projected that residcnt ial  dcvclopment wi l l

be scattered throughout the Study Area with somc concentrat ions north of  Route 7,

Albany Shaker Road and Sand Creek Road.

Commcrcial  uses including rctai l ,  of f ice,  industr ia l ,  warehouse,

and manufactur ing classi f icat ions arc also located throughout the Study Area. For

cxample, Br i t ish American Boulevard is projected to be heavi ly devcloped as pr ime

off ice space along with other ncarby areas to thc aouth and east of  Albany Shaker

and Sand Crcek Roads. A combinat ion of  warchousing, of f ice,  and l ight industr ia l

uscs is projectcd for areas along Watcrvl ict  Shaker Road ncar Northway Lanc. Other
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areas that are projected to be intensely devcloped includc Wade and Old Niskayuna

Roads near Route 7,  the New Karner Road corr idor f rom \Yatervl iet  Shaker Road to

Ccntral  Avenuc and areas near Wolf  Road.

The Cumulative Growth Scenario rrill have an impact on existing land

use patterns in the Study Area. Table II-B-4 outlines cxisting versus future land

uses for thc ls-year planning period.

TABLE II-B-4

EXISTII{G AIID FUTURE LAND USE

LAIID USE

RES IDENTIAL

COI'IMERC IAL/ I NDUSTRIAL

AIRPORT

INST ITUTIONAL,/RECREATION

ACTIVE AGRICULTUML

OPEN SPACE

EXTSTTilG (ACRES) 200s (AcREs) CHANGE (ACRES)

1 ,620

1 ,360

850

1 ,350

810

2,  510

2,296

1 ,850

950

r ,321

475

1 ,608

+67 6

+490

+100

-29

-335

-902

It is important to notc that in thc institutional/rccrcation land

use category, the loss of acrcagc is primarily throuth thc conversion of existing

undeveloped land. As stated prcviously, it has bccn assumcd that ccrtain

recreat ional  areas (Ann Lee Pond Naturc and Histor ic Prcscrvc, Shakcr Ridgc Country

Club) would rcmain intact.  I t  is  also unl ikely that lands and bui ld ings currcnt ly

serving inst i tut ional  uses would be converted to other uscs.

The loss

many communit ies today.

This represents a loss of

local  agr icul tural  product ion

of act ive agr icul tural  lands presents a problem facing

Once these lands are lost  they can never be replaccd.

an important natural  rcsourcc as wcl l  as a reduct ioo in

capabi l i t ics.

I I - IE



The ant ic ipated increase in the value of  rcal  estate,  along with

thc general  di f f icul ty of  smal l  agr icul tural  operat ions to be economical ly sel f -

suff ic ient,  wi l l  cont inuc to play a role in thc loss of  open land dcdicated to

agr icul tural  usc. Thc r isc in real  estate valucs of ten prcssurcs the owner of  a

marginal  agr icul tural  opcrat ion to considcr sel l ing the land for othcr types of

development.

Mit igat ion mcasurcs that could bc implcmentcd by thc Town to rcducc

the loss of  agr icul tural  land could include Use Valuat ion of  Farmland or the

preferent ial  assessmcnt of  farmland. Prefcrcnt ia l  farmland asscssmcnt laws

general ly al lows for the assessment of  farmland on i ts valuc for agr icul tural

purposes rathcr than at i ts fu l l  market value. Includcd in thesc laws are

restr ict ions or pcnalt ics required i f  thc owner of  farmland scl ls thc propcrty for

non-agr icul tura I  usc or abandons act ive agr icul tural  product ion. Anothcr mcans of

protcct ing farmland is throuSh thc implementat ion of  restr ict ivc deed covcnants

which prohibi t  thc usc of  farmland for othcr purposcs for a spcci f icd pcr iod of

years.  Other forms of protcct ing farmlands pursued by communit ics in othcr states

include specific statc incomc tax beucfits if a farm parcel is zoncd for

agr icul tural  purposes.

One method of rcducin8 thc level  of  ant ic ipated development and the

accompanying cnvironmental  and socio-economic impacts within the Study Area would

bc to rcducc al lowable resident ial  and commcrcial  dcvclopment densi t ies in al l  or  a

port ion of  thc Study Arca. This could be accompl ished through revis ions to local

zoning laws which would rcducc the densi ty of  developmcnt in any part icular zonc

and/or changc al lowablc uscs in spcci f ied areas to cxcludc morc intcnsivc

dcvelopment in certain port ions of  thc Study Arca.

A reduct ion in dcnsi ty of  resident ial  and commcrcia l /  ind ustr ia l

uscs may al low thc Vi l lage, Town, and County to control  thc Dcv616p661t1 Mit igat ion

I I  . 19



Costs associated with growth. A reduct ion in densi ty lor  commcrcial  of f ice

development could reduce, for cxamplc,  thc demand placed on exist ing roadway

systcms. Once these impacts are rcduccd, neccssary Devclopmcnt MitiSation Costs

for t ransportat ion improvcmcnts would also bc lowcr.  Likcwisc, impacts on cxist ing

school districts could bc reduced if undeveloped residentially zoncd property was

rezoned for commcrcial or industrial uscs.

Once thc Developrnent Mitigatioo Costs of a spccific dcvclopment

scenario arc dct€rmined, the Town and Villagc of Colonic and Albany County could

determinc i f  thc lcvel  of  costs arc appropr iatc givcn thc goals and objcct ivcs of

each municipal i ty.  Once an acceptable level  of  costs was dctcrmined, procedures

for any rcquired zone change(s) could bc in i t iatcd. A carcful ly balanced reduct ion

in zoning dcnsi t ies and adjustrnents to exist ing zoning distr icts would cnsure that

necessary municipal  and community services remain avai lablc and cont inuc to mcct

needs of a growing populat ion.

In rcgard to futurc zoning of thc Study Arca, wi thin thc Town, i t

is assumed that any futurc zoning codc will bc reflcctivc of the recomnendations of

the LUMAC Technical Rcport and Futurc Land Use Plan. Generally, the Cumulativc

Growth Sccnario prescntcd in this FGEIS is consistcnt with thc rccommcnded land use

and zoning changcs inctuded in thc LUMAC rcport. Howcvcr, thcrc arc ccrtain

potent ial  conf l icts which havc been ident i f icd.

The LUMAC rcport  recommends that a Resident ial  A-2 Distr ict  be

created for the exist in8 Undcvclopcd Distr ict  located to the west of  Dussault

Dr ivc,  Undcr thc proposcd growth scenario,  a combinat ion of  of f icc and warehouse

industr ia l  park is projcctcd. This usc would bc in direct  conf l ict  wi th thc

proposed rezoning (see Exhibi t  I I -B-5).
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The LUMAC rcport  also rccommends that a large port ion of  land

between the River Road and Routc 7 be down-zoned from an A-2 Resident ial  Distr ict

to a large lot  resident ial  zone due to rather severe environmental  constraints

( i .e. ,  steep slopes, poor soi ls,  etc.) .  This is Beneral ly consistent wi th the

cumulat ive Growth Scenario.  However,  a port ion of  th is area l ies within the 65 rdn

noise contour of  Runway I  of  the Albany County Airport .  Consequent ly,  th is area

should be considered inappropr iate for resident ial  uses. lmpacts and mit igat ion

measures associated with aircraf t  noisc are discusscd in greater dctai l  in scct ion

II ,  J,  of  th is FCEIS.

Other lands within the Study Area are expected to be dcveloped in

accordance with exist ing zoning. As notcd previousry,  thcre is a potent ial  for

conf l ict ing land uses between the yi l lagc and Town of Colonie in thc area of Sand

creek Road and sunset Boulevard. Thus, i f  development is proposed in this area,

the Vi l lage and Town should implement measures such as buffer ing to enhance th€

compatibi l i ty of  proposcd land uses.

studv (ALP) was prepared to guide thc future of  thc Albany county Airport  betwccn

the per iod from r990 to 20r0 (Appendix l2).  A complete anarysis of  al l  cxist ing

faci l i t ies was undertakcn and var ious improvements were recommended to improvc

numerous faci l i t ies.  The totar cost of  recommended improvements is st i l r  bcing

ref ined but i t  is  expectcd to excced $100 mi ion. This draft  p lan has not yet

becn approved by the Fcderal  Aviat ion Administrat ion (FAA).

A phased implementat ion p lan was deveroped as paf t  o f  the ALp which

suggested thc sequence in  which thesc improvements should be under taken.  The work

was spl i t  in to 3 per iods:  thosc improvcmcnts undcr taken in  0-5 years;  improvemcnts

I I  . 2 I



undertakcn in 5-10 ycars; and improvcmcots to bc complctcd ia l0-20 ycars. Tablc

II'B'5 bclow highlights thc proposcd Airport facility rcquircments and phasing

plan,

u-22



TABLE II-B-5

ALBAIIY COUIITY AIRPORT
FACILITY REQUIREI,IEI{TS

PI1ASED IIIPLEilEI{TATION PLAJ{

FAC I L ITY
PHASE I

(0-s YRs)
Pt#tsE 2 PHASE 3

(5-10 YRS) n0-20 YRS)

RUNt,lAYS (R/I.')
-  Extend R/U 28 by 1200 feet
- Resurface R/U I/19
- Reconstruct part Rrzlr l  l0/28
- Construct R/l , l  lR/l9L

TAXIT.TAYS (T/t.l)
- Extend T/ti B by 1200 feet
-  Ent rance/Ex i t  T /U to  A i r  Cargo
- Construct Holding Apron R/v ZB
- Construct Trzl i  to Rzt. |  lR-91
- Construct I /U to N/V Quad GA Apron
-  Repa i r  I /V  "A :  L igh t ing"

X
x

x
x
x

x
X

- R/r{
- R/r/
- R/u

lobs t ruc t ion
l9  0bst ruct  i  on
l0  0bst ruct  i  on

Removal s
Removal s
Renoval s

X
x
x

NAVIGATIONAL AIDS
- Rel ocate ASR Faci I  i  ty
- Instail l'{LS on R/trl 28
- Relocate RVE on R/l ' l  1,119

TERMINAL FACIL IT IES
-  Passenger  te rmina l  expan s  i  on
- Terminal apron expan s i  on

GENERAL AVIATION (GA)  FACIL IT IES
-  Ex tend ex is t .  GA apron

in Stl  quadrant
- Construct GA aoron in

Ntl quadrant
-  Cont inued exoans i  on  o f

GA apron Ntf quadrant
-  Es tab l  i sh  GA fac i l  i t i es

in  SE quadrant

AIR CARGO FACIL IT IES
- Construct new air cargo

faci I  i  ty in NE quadrant

x
X
x
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TABLE II-B-5 - (ConT.)

ALBAIIY COUT{TY AIRPORT
FACILITY REQUIRETIENTS

PHASED IIIPLE}IEI{TATION PLAil

FACILITY
PHASE I PIIASE 2 PHASE 3

(0-5 YRS) (s-10 YRS) n0-20 YRSI

AIR TMFFTC CoNTR0L Tor, lER (TCT)
- Relocate TCT in NU ouadrant x

FIXED BASE OPERATORS (FBO)
-  Es tab l i sh  Second FB0

ln Nll  quadrant x
-  Es tab l i sh /Re loca te  FB0

in  SE quadrant

CMSH/FIRE/RESCUE BUILDING
-  Re l  oca te  Fac i l  i t ies

(dependent on termi nal
expansi on footpri  nt )

HELICOPTER FACIL IT IES
-  Es tab l  i sh  he l  i cop ters  in  Nt l ,

Stl ,  & SE quadrants

FUELLING FACIL IT IES
- Construct subs i  di ary

fuel farm in SE quadrant

INTERIOR ACCESS ROADS
- Construct service road

i n Nl,l quadrant x
- Construct service road

from NU to NE quadrant x

CAR PARKING FACIL IT IES
-  Const ruc t  New Park ing  Garage x

UTIL IT IES
-  Const ruc t  I2 - inch  water  ma in

i n NlrJ quadrant x

SNOt,l  STOCKPILE AREA x

Source :  Uodated  Dra f t  A i roor t  Layout  P lan  and Land Use Studv ,  1990.
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The proposed improvements,  wi th

S u r v e i l l a n c e  R a d a r  ( A S R )  f a c i l i t y  a n d  t h e  A i r

land prescnt ly  undcr  the contro l  o f  A lbany

layout  p lan,  these improvements are necessary

the possib lc  except ion of  the Ai r

Cargo fac i l i ty ,  wi l l  be located on

C o u n t y  A i r p o r t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  r h i s

t o  s e r v e  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  I , 4 9  I  , I  4 6

addi t ional  annual  passenger enplanements which should occur  by the year  2005.

The gencr ic  impacts (e.9.  t ra f f ic ,  s tormwoter ,  no ise,  groundwa ter ,

ut i l i t ies,  a i r  qual i ty ,  e tc . )  associated wi th these improvem€nts have bcen

ident i f ied in  Sect ion I I  o f  th is  FGEIS.  Based on the ALP,  most  a i rpor t  act iv i t ies,

wi th the except ion of  those ident i f ied in  the paragraph above,  wi l l  occur  on

exis t ing County owned proper ty .  Therefore,  there wi l l  be no s igni f ic rnt  impact  on

land uses adjacent  to  the a i rpor t .  Impacts on zoning,  which are l imi ted to

ai rcraf t  no ise,  are d iscussed in  Sect ion I I ,J .

In  regard to Albany County 's  ongoing land acquis i t ion program as

def ined in  the l98 l  ANCLUC Study,  the acquis i t ion of  res idcnt ia l  propcr ty

surroundinS the a i rpor t  wi l l  reduce the res ident ia l  populat ion and could possib ly

st imulate commerc ia l  and industr ia l  Srowth.  I f  the County is  successfu l  in

purchasing these proper t ies,  then the potent ia l  for  fu ture res ident ia l  growth in

the af fected areas is  e l iminated,  which is  the long term object ive of  A lbany

County.  A l though the actual  reusc of  these proper t ics is  uncer ta in at  th is  t ime,

any future use would have to be compat ib le wi th a i rpor t  act iv i t ies.

Yarious airport  act iv i t ies such as thc instal lat ion of  fuel  storage

faci l i t ies may have an impact on groundwater resources. The generic impacts and

mit igat ion measures have been discussed in Sect ion I I ,E.

The construct ion of  new runways,  tax iways,  aprons,

bui ld ings wi l l  have an impact  on ex is t ing dra inagc pat terns,  hydro logic

a n d

a n d

o t h c r

w e f e r



qual i ty character ist ics of  Shakcr Creek. Act ions undertaken by the County and

their  impacts on Shaker Creek and speci f ic mit igat ion measures to improve

condit ions in Shaker Creek arc discussed in Scct ion I I ,F

Tr ips gcncratcd by increased

airport  relatcd devclopment (e.9.  air  cargo

evaluat ion of  t ransportat ion impacts discussed

improvemcnts also includc speci f ic measures

airport .

airport  enplanements as wel l  as new

faci l i ty)  havc bcen included in the

in Sect ion I I ,H. Associated highway

to adcquately scrv€ users of  the

Those aircraf t  which wi l l  arr ive and dcpart  Albany County Airport

are not cxpcctcd to impact on air  qual i ty wi thin the Study Area. The methods used

to project future air  qual i ty condit ions are discussed in Sect ion I I , I .  A thorouSh

analysis of  noisc impacts gcnerated by aircraf t  has becn prescntcd in Sect ion I I ,J

of the DGEIS. This includes an evaluat ion of  exist ing condit ions in rc lat ion to

the l9t l  noisc study conducted by Albany County.

This gencric environmental impact statcment may bc used as a tool

to evaluatc the generic ramif icat ions of  proposcd improvcmcnts ident i f ied in thc

ALP. This includes cumulat ive impacts relatcd to the socioeconomic and physical

environmental  factors cvaluatcd in thc GEIS, Howevcr,  th is study is not intended

to addr€ss al l  s i te-spcci f ic cnvironmental  impacts associated with the

implementat ion of  the plan. Therefore, at  such t imc when the phased improvements

wi l l  be implcmented, addi t ional  cnvironmental  review under State Environmental

Qual i ty Review (SEQR) and the Nat ional  Environmental  Pol icy Act (NEPA) wi l l  be

required. Thcse addit ional  environmcntal  reviews are expected to analyze si tc

speci f ic impacts and mit igat ion mcasures associated with the proposed

improvcmcnts.
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