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RD #1 John street
octtoes, N€r,/ York 120i7

Mardr l-0, 1989

Poberi l[itdreU
nrgjxeerjrq & Plarurirq Sciences Departttent
272 lhxreu Road
Iatllam, Netr York 12210

Dear l,tr. I'litcfiell:

I an $,ritj-rq regardj-ttt ttre prcrpced charge of Rsrte 9'. I have lived

iJt Boght corners ror rnany vea::s arn- c'riect to rnakirq Route.g wider. ,tt rnakes

r1g seise to have six farps- i-n Boght Co11EJ,s ard ti.ro lanes i.1,t lcndorwille. I

do not feel it is necessary. I will only irnr:ease ttre traffic. It will nake

aeess to side !-oad.s very diffiorlt ad.rery clarqet-'otls. I also cbject to the

noise it will qrcate.

slrerely,
/ . ,  t /  A"

/t/,rr h. -t/'l

RdolFh Nadeau

/1,i r-Q-c:',o'u



t
March 10 ,  1989

Rober t  M i tche l l

Engineering & Planning

Sc ience Dept .

2?2 Maxwell  Rd.

Iatharn' New York 12210

Dear Sir:

I' , :a::. f)

HAR 15 ilai
irtcr.,ti

!3(;$;FiR! C 'r
P,tlur,lrli0

wer the  landownersr fee l  we v i l I  be  the  losers  when the  t ieve lopement

j.n the Boght aree begins. We feel we have no clroice in losing

our land frontage. Developers wil l  prof i t ,  we wil l  not '  We

chose this area because there was so nuch openness. We do

understand this desirable undeveloped land is very desirabLe

to developement a1so. what we caart untlerstand is the addlt ional

tvo lanes to be added olto Rt. #9. tr tot only does l t  devalue

our hones, but the added traff ic on the hlghway wil l  create

a higber noise level iust outside our windows. Expandilg the

Northvray would be a more reasonable proJect. Between exitg

? and I and 9 trafflc is heavy anal tie-ups occur during rush

hours. li{hy not add an extra lane on the North'r'ay. lhe reason

Rt. 9 gets rush hour traff ic is because the l{orthway can't

haadle i t  anal tbe radlo stat ions advise drivers to avoid the

Northway and use 9 instead. Neu York State wiLl be paying

for the highvay proiect be i t  tbe Northway or 9'  l ,{e are

Neu Yorkers and. sbOuld have a say as to how our neney is sPeut.

I  ouly hope someone is l istening. SoEe of us have l ived in

the Soght area for twenty years or sone forty'  We wonrt mind

sharlng our area Yith newconerE. We donrt feel we should be

oa the 1os1ng end whlle tbe newconers wll l  gain al l  that we

ouce consideled our happy neighborhood'

Frank and BeverlY Pawlotrs

1058 New Loudon Road

Coboes, NeY York 12047

2l,r- e G-.'"*--t



: .  - .  i j  . . , : :  106r:r  LoLrdon Fioad
Cohoe5, New y ort l
F e b F L t a F V  1 6 ,  l 9 g 9

9ob M i  tchel  r
373 Maxwel  I  Road
L o u d o n v i  I  l  e ,  N e w  y o n k

l e a F  p t r .  M i t c h e l  I  :

I  have Fead e surnanary o i  the recornmendat  r  o 's  made tot h e  E o l o n i e  T o w n  F l  a n n i n g  B o a r d  F e g a r d t n g  t h e  d e v e l  o p m e n t  o +t h e  E o g h t  a F e a .  O v e r a l  I ,  I  f e e l  t h e  s p r n t t  o +  t h e  n e q o m r n e n _clat ions ref  I  ect  a  thouqht f  Lr l  concern fon the f  L t tuFe j . rnpact
o f  d e v e l o p f l e n t  u p o n  t h e  a F e a  i n  q u e s t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  I  h a v es6rne EeFious FeseFvat  i  ons/obj  e€t  ionE !

1 )  h l a t e F  s u p p l y :  A t  t h e  p F e s e n t  t i m e r  w a t e r  t s  t a k e n  f F o nthe HoharJk RiveF and the to$rn . "=" . r ro i " .  E i i ,ven thescenaFio out ' l  ined in  the Fecorn, rendat  i  on5 ,  Ne may f  aqe wateFshor tages and dangeFousl  y  I  ow I  evel  = i . l  tn .  Hohawk i f  a  newsuppl  y  o+ wateF is  not  concunrent ly  aFFanged as the newd e v e l o p m e n t s  a n e  b l r i l t .  F u n e  w a t e n  i s  a  p r e c l o u s  c o m r n o d i t y ;we in the Nontheast take i t  fon sranted. We ; ; ; t  p i""-" i " lOand consideF sof ie , ,woFst-case scena"ioi , ,  t  i tce EeFiougdFouEh ts  and  dnoPp ing  o+  the  wa ten  tab ies .

2 )  E ra inage :  Roads  do  n€ t  absonb  wa ten .  The  Bogh t  aFea ,  aErecogn t !ed  by  the  neFor t , t  pnesen ts  some ge r lous  d ra ina ,gepFob l  r rnB  even  w i thou t  t he  adc l i t i on  o f  moFe  roads .  I  do  no tb " l  i : " :  t he  dFa inase  rneasu res  ou t l  i ned  1n  the  repoF t  w i l l  besu f f  i t r i en t  t o  avo id  f t ood in€  i n  cen ta in  . " " " ,= ,  p l i t i _ " i i . r  Jthe newl y devel  oped h6nsing aFeas

3)  Sewage :  L i t t l e  oF  no  cons ideFa t ion  hes  been  g i ven  toimprovemen ts  o r  new add i t i ons  to  the  sewage  Eys te rn .  Su re l  yt he  add i t i on  o+  homes  as  we l l  as  pnopos€d  o+ f i ce  comp lexesi s  9o ln9  t o  be  a  s i r eab le  s tna i . l  ; r - i ; ;  ex i € t i nsrn fFas tFuc tuFes .  S teps  shou l  J  b " -1 . ; ; ;  a t  t he  onse t  o fcons t ruc t i on  Fa theF  than  a f ten  tne  +a i t  h rhen  the  co rnmun i t yfaces  ma jon  p rob lems  and  ma . jo r  re t ra in ,

4 )  Tna f+ i c  Managemen t :  Th i s  iE  the  a rea  t r f  gFea te5 t  conceFnto  me  peFsona l  I  y .  I  l i ve  on  Rou te  g -a io  r  as t  f oo tage  on  rnyfnont yaFd when Route g was Hiden"O =or" twenty vearE aqo.I . cenno t  be l  i eve  anyone  wou l  d  pFopose  tD  conEtnuc t  - rs . r . x - l d ,ne  h ighway  i n  an  anea  :oneo  comf ieFc i ,a . l  / r e5 iden t i s l  .TheFe  i s  no  t rFe€eden t  f oF  tna t  I i nJ -o i -p r  oposa i  snywheFe  j , nt lr€-gsptf,3l l l . : tr i ! t  ncr in,/ l . , jher e ln thF u.E. __ E*EE€+*_.maybe  Ea l  i . +o rn ra (and  eve rvone  knows  the  tna f f i c  n igh t r ra restha t  ex i s t  t heFe ) .  i r - a i+  i c  s t l r d i es  .  i i * *  t hos€  i nCa l  i f o rn ia ,  have  shonn  bu i l  d ing lexpanc l rng  e r ,  t s t i ng  noads



d o e s  n o t  i r n P F o v e  t F a i f i c  P F o b l  e m s  - -  i t  i u t g t  a t t F a c t s  m o n e

c a F s !  F u F t h e F m o l ' e ,  I  s a n  j u s t  s e e  i t  - -  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a

b o t t l  e n e c k  e f + e c t  a t  e i t h e r  e n c i  o f  t h e  P F o P o s e c l  c h a n g e  '  t h e

Col  umbla E:{ tenEion roeci  and Boght  l :erneng '  13 iven the PFesent
c o n c e F n s  e b o u t  t h e  G r e e n h o l t s e  E + ' f  e c t  r  t h e  F o g g i b i l  i t y  o i

anotheF gaEol  ine sho|^ tage!  and the ovenal  I  probl  em of  t tnban
g p r a w l  r  I  c a n n o t  u n c l E l ^ s t a n d  t h e  n e a g o n i n q  b e h i n d  t h e
p n o p o E a l  t o  w i d e n  R t e  9 .  S o m e  o i  t h e  e x i s t i n s  t F a i i i c

F n o b l e m s  a n e  b e y o n d  t h e  c o n t n o l  o +  t h e  C t ] l o n i e  t o w n
goveFnment :  many commuters on Rte I  are +no,n Crescent  and

funther  up nor th.  Howeverr  we can take I  essonE f ron ouF o9{n

expeFience such as CentFal  Avenue'  l ' lo l  f  Road '  and the Latham

S t n i p - -  w e  n e e d  t o  d e v e l  o p  r n o n e  r n | - l n r t r i P e l  t r e n s P e F t a t l o n  I
s u c h  a s  a  P a n k  A n d  R i d e  f a c i i  i t v .

T h a n k  y o u  { o r  y o u t n  c o n c e F n  i n  t h i E  m a t t e F .

S i ,neene l  y  yo l iFs  i

Bertha Go l  an

F-r{^"'-,.'g'ta''-'



GARY P MOST€RT

Eo'a/ARo H. WRIGHT

312 WoLF Ro o
LATHAM. NEr/v YORK 

,I2IIO

h|oNe (518)783-2750

MEMORANDUM

Bob Ml tche l f ,  D i rec to r
Engineering & Plann j .ng Servj.ces

Gary P. Mostert ,  Superintendent
Latham Water Distr lct

'llil'' ;. '.i

$61 $1 $li

TO:

FROM: 7r^
DATE: February 27, Lg89

SIJBJXCT: Draft  -  Generic Environmental  Impact Statement
Boght-Columbia Street

Tbe Latham l tater Dlstr ict  has reviewed the above and has several

i tems to be cor lected:

1. Page l?-ParagraPh 3

Reference made to replace exist ing tank sbould reac'

"An addit ional  standpipe wi ' th minimrm of 1 '0 MG wi l l
be necessary.  r l

2 ,  Page  I I -84 '  4 -  Wate r :

The factor of  two (2) is based on actual  denand'  not

3 .  Page  I I -85 -  c .  S to rage

Reference made to replaee exist ing tank should read'

"An addit ional  standpipe witb mininum of 1 'O MG wi l l

4 .  Page  I I -91 -  Ma th  E r ro r

506 ,248  x  3 .35  =  1 ' 695 ,930

5 .  Page  I I -93 -  Ma th  E r ro r

506 ,248  x  3 .35  =  1 ,695 '930

If  tbere are any quest ionsr please cal l  .

GPM: dak

CC: Larry Woods

conputed deman

necessary .be
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February 24, 1989

Mr. Robert ['li tche l I
Colonie Town Pl anni ng Board
Memorial Town Hal I
Newtonv i l le, NY LZt28

Dear Bob:

I am writ ing to express my comnents (and those of my-wife) regarding the
public hearing that is to take p)ace on the generic impact study for the
boqht  a rea .  l le  w i l l  be  on  vacat ion  when the  hear ing  takes  p lace  so  p lease
enier our comnents in the record at the meeting. 1,.1e reviewed the report at
the I ibrary.

Our corments are directed solely at the reconmended decisions regarding the
i iaff ic problems at the interseation of Haswell  Road, Boght Road and Elm
Street.

l le have l lved at that intersection since 1961 and have over those years
observed the increase in traff ic and the accelerated rate at which
accidents have occurred. lr le have seen the horrible results'  have cal l .ed
itr i  pol ice and ambulance, and have l i teral ly, on occasion' even mopped up
the blood.

The report concludes that the rate of accidents occurring-(of a-part iCular
tvoe  by  s ta te  0 ,0 .T .  de f in i t ion)  does  no t  jus t i f y  any  add i t iona l  t ra f f i c
cir ir troi s beyond the exist ing stop signs on Haswell  Road going East and on
Elm Street going West.

The report further suggests that clearing sight obstruction is the real
need. 

' t{e 
are not transportat ion and traff ic experts, but,our

"on-the-scene" experience tel ls us that those reconmendations are not
suif icient to impi.ove or lower the accident rate at that corner. Drivers
violat ing the stbp slgns cause most of the accidents. But the accident
severity- is greatiy i icreased by the drivers exceeding the -speed l imit
wtr i ie t"raveting Hoi.th and South- through the lntersection. 91e strongiy feel
that when traf i ic control is f lnal ly implemented, i t  must cause a reduced
speed while approachinq the intersection. Our personal opinion is that a
f ir l l  traff lc bbntrol siSnal wi l l  do that but i t  is according to the.report
not warranted. We do n6t feel that a f lashing caution wil l  accompllsh an
improvement because mof,of the accldents occurring_there i  nvolve.. l  oCal
pebple who grow accustomed to the situation and wil l  ignore i t .  t ' le also



Mr. Robert Mi tche l I
February 24, 1989
Page 2

fee l  tha t  lay ing  b lame in  such an  acc ident  i s  d i f f i cu l t  and o f ten  the  rea l
offender is not punished.

In  our  op in ion ,  tha t  i s  no t  however  t rue  in  re la t ionsh ip  to  v io la t ing  a
stop sign. t ie would recormend a four-way stop for the intersection. This
we bel ieve would get greater respect by drivers and even i f  an accident
occurred because a driver violated a ful I  stop, chances are that driver
slowed down considerably in approaching the intersection. The slow down
i tse l f  w i l l  cause less  severe  damage to  humans and equ ipnent .

*;#
Sincere ly ,



I
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u-Lriilji"diiliil q HH
5 COMPUTER D|{VE WEsT AIBAJ.{Y. N.Y.12245

March 13, 1999

5 1 8 - 4 5 6 - 2 1 6 1

Mr. Robert l'tltchell, Director
Engineering & pLanning
Town of Colonie
272 Ua:frrell Road
Iatham, New york 12110

Ro3 Bogbt lr€a Draft c€Derie Enviroan€ltal lDpact StateBetrt

Dear Bob:

As an- interested SEQR agency, the CDTC staff has revlewed the
traffic element of tbe draft GEIS for th€ Boght area and offers
the following conments for possible discussi5n with the
consultant for the study. It appears that the estiuated growth
in trbaclrgroundtr traf f ic- levels 

-oir 
tfre naj or highway (Aout6 g )through the Boght area Ls sonesrhat lon ii vlen-of irrd ract tirat

Route 9 traffic is heavily influenced by through trafflc and in
view of continuing groqth in connuting ietween 

- 
Saratoga and

Albany counties.

1. The use of a higher background grosth rate is supported
by a revieu of, traffic counts conpilecl by cHA ani- the
NYSD9T (attached). Betlreen 19Zg and 19eB average daily
traffic on Route 9 increased by 3.2 percent i aia in
the period 1978-93 prior to coipleti6n of nev Route Z,
growth averaged over 4.0 percent annually. It should
be noted that very llttle- developnent ociurred in the
Boght area during this tlne.

2. The significant pressure for nes development i,n southern
Saratoga County together with llkely Noithway congestion
(!,oS E expected within the planning- horizon ior ttie GEIS
rl current gron'th continues) polnts to continuation of
current 3-4 percent traffic Aiowth on Route 9 short_tern
and- at_least 2 percent long-ier:m r,rithout significant
Boght developnent.



Mr. Robe* taitchell

Page 2

3. To account for variability and uncertainty in long-tero
background traffic grosth rate6, rde suggest that a range
in grovth rates be used. one lray to do tlrj,s uould be to
test the sensitlvity of highray inprovements proposed
under the GEIS to determine the adequacy of proposed
inprovernents to support hlgher thru-traffic originating
in or destined for areas to the north of the GEIS study
area.

If you Itish. r,te uould be pleased to discuss these conrnents with
you at your convenj,ence.

slncerely,

Enc

P. Poota-oan
5ff Dlrector



c . o o o

8888

o o o oo o o | n

o t t a o . a

0 0 c ' C r
o o r r l | a
a . € | o | l t

! t o F t o

o o o oo o o | , '0 r o o o r

!

o
2 l
o : o
F ' B

J o x
C ' E <
ta tA
, u z
F V r O
c = E

. t a o t l l

0 0 0 0

o o o ogt r' !t rt

o o o l l

. ' o6a ra
O l a | ' -

C' C' C' CI

o c t o o

o o o 0o
o
F

4

5

2-
l,

to
z ? t
o a r
c t b
! r E
E

o

E^ U
Fl l ' l ,  l ,
l t  F-  l t lo f rarao' l |a. ta l . .  ( '  3 a a ct  6 l r '  i '  r  o a i  o F ! '  rn rn | t |  o

i E "  n F ' ( t t F C . c t o . . -  . 9  o :  T  o  i  ! '  F  o  o  o . {  r o  !  @  o  Bl z -
6 -

o o o o o
0 0 0 0 0

F9! | | 'O-Oa- n|  t \ .  a o o t t  a tD Gt !a o .o O lo ia !a I , l  o -F . o r . ! o o F o  6  o  o  F  F  F  F  F . .  F  F  F  F  o  a  6  i  o

iggqEEggg F EsF*g:sgsEgEFf;FFgi
G ' o  F t t  o ' a  l o  D  a { '  a a  b | l t  o  G t ! lo -  a a  F a  F . a  a t  a a F F s  I  -  a C a

888888888t8888888t
F 6rc! q| ?- |o G. c' dr.a O O ? r\t c, c| or r  r  o -  o  3 o F 5  r " t t u r  o  c r  ! r  o . r  t a-  F - - ( \ | n a t G a a t

F F
, t o

1 9 ! ! o o  G t  g t  -  @  F o  F '  o o  o  F  @ oo  -  o o  € q t  a  o  a  a  a a  - - . e  -  € . c

8E88888888888r8r88? m.. c.. rI| Gr o c, o to o ct o ! Gr ro -
! ! t  n | 1 '  o  F 6 €  r ?  r t | ! | | l  F ' G r  F  @  ar  ! F : , G t a l a t c r -

EEEgS 88EE:EEEEEE
EEEEE gEEESEEEEEE

egF!E:ggHEE ggE;!EEgEg:FFFSHFH
555855E6555 t t t3 t3t3333333E333

n | l o l l o . | ' . . | I t F o o o
a r a a . . 6 - - - E - -

88tt t8t t888
F o r r r . s a o € | F a . . a \ a F
a t l l r - G t c t g t F r o F F r t
- - F - - r ! r : r c a

o o F F F O O . ' l o O O
- a r c a 6 - - 6 0 0 6

88888888888( r G l g l a o t t t o o i a c r n -
r o - s a l o | | t o a o o 6 |
-  F - - -  r  

" ' ? c t

o 9 o o o o o o o o o
? c , E r o o l ' € ' : l ' F o
3 - l o F o o a t F ? ' a i >te98e3e88899988889

{ g ! r . o * r o o 6 - o o 9 E ! : 9 9
3

z -
F

-  a ! !  6

i  e " 'oZ Z . a a

E
ra Cl url t t! (,E

trr Serle " r l t3
-dFFr  z '82" ,  '  ESgS
-Er r t  -  SFn . i . j .X - - -
5 i "c?SEFzBe=5 i9o . - "
gE EHEeTE EalBnir rH EE

E-
o  q J

g ,3r
zo4-6 . t
6n26, t,'t z
(J 9I ITI F FJ

oIE. ! !E  E ' -
:S;1; EE:
r r o  6 u t ? H & , 2
J | | t r a | o o o t  <
J Z |/|at'!H E F C O I F < ( , J
- c r c C r 4 c t < <

c

|rr

2
a

3o
IJ

C  ( o F Q T O O €  g  -  - 6 r ?  | ' r t r a r 5>  F F o E F a F  o  a  - F r r  F F a - -

iE gFEgTEg E F ggE EgggFr | g  o | ? o c | o o F  t o  a r  o o o  o . r t F e  l | l
a !  t r . - !

tlt o

t - F
2 C 4

x F C ,
( ! ' t  c ,

4

885
o o o

o o a

F
2 C
: t >
o
IJ

vruro
3 ! r <
o <

g E
t s >

c
2

( ,v |o
F <

F F
< v | !
Jc r c |

z

zc|

|J

E-
F guz

o lrl
22

l | Jc

tEc
! l r C
O L r <
a J c !

ru -

EER
4

EI

F;8tg3F53pC 8RRBE3:$Fg8; :5RF;3
o  c r -  o o - o o  o  o  o  o o o o o  o a  o o o - o - o  o o o -

( l ! t l | a o o a

Et9:888
0 0 0 0 0 C | 0

| t a a c o  o o o o t l o a o o o co o a o o o a

o o o o a a a a a o . | o o a o oa o c o t o o t o o o a a c a t a a l D



Eoeff Lo @rs

TABLE II.G-3
SUI'ITIARY OF TRAFFIC VOLUI{E PROJECTIONS

Annualized Traff ic Growth

t 988- Z

3 .3%

,  qq-

3.1%

2.7%

?.7%

2.5v,

3.9%

3.7v.

4.0%

?.8%

3.2%

6.3%

5.7%

A . 57o

II-55

Daily Traff ic Vol ume

28800

? n a ( n

393 50

46 150

t7700

??950

31700

37200

18800

14250

9100

7450

6?00

20650

e5500

12800

10400

5900

4850

3950

Boght  Rd.  to
0unsbach Ferry Rd.

Dunsbach Ferry Rd.
to  Columbia  St .

Columbia St .  to
Sparrowbush Rd.

Route 9R _
Rt .  9R to
Johnson Rd.

Johnson Rd. to
Eaker Ave.

Baker Ave. to
Vl ie t  St .

V l ie t  St .  to
l ' lanor Ave.

l.lanor Ave. to
Rt .9

Johnson Rd.
Columbia St .  to
Boght Rd.

Cobbee Rd. to
Columbia St .

Co'lumbia St. to
Rt .9

Mi l  le r  Rd.
Haswel I  Rd.  to
Johnson Rd.

Swat l ino Rd.
Rt .  2  to  Haswel l



o Old Loudon Road ond Lathrm Ridge Rocd

o Old Loudon road on Cobbcc Road -

o Mi l tcr  Road and Lrrhom Ridge Road

Total  instal lat ion cost is onc hundred eighty thouslnd

(1E0,000) dol lars.  To construc! thcac improvcmcnrs i t  is  csr imalcd that f i f tecn

(15) rcres of R.O.W. will necd to bc acquircd.

Thc total  approximatc construcl ion costs including R.O.w.

costs,  for lhc mclsurcs rcquircd to rddress thc addit ional  1999 projcctcd highrvcy

dcf ic icncics is f ive mi l l ion thrce hundrcd thousand (5,300,000) dol lars.

As notcd prcviously,  c ighty perccnl  (80%) of thc projected

traf f ic growth is at t r ibutrblc to thc dcvclopmcnt rnt ic ipcrcd within thc l imits of

thc saudy arca, and twcn!y pcrccnt (20%) !o othcr 'background tnffic growth.'

Assuming thcrc is a dirccr relationship bctwcen trrffic growth and mitigarivc costs

rhroughout thc stud:/  r res,  than only c ighty pcrccnt (80%) of thc tot t l  cost for the

rordway improvcmenrs requircd for 1999, or four million two hundred fifty thousand

(4,250,000) dollors is rttribqnblc to the anticipatcd dcvclopmcna

If actual dcvelopment occurs lt a diffcrcnt levcl or scelc from

thc projcctcd growth scctrario transportation improvemcnt costs will vary from !hose

outlincd abovc. To cnsurc lhat thc cstimatc of improvcmcnt costs rcmain rccurltc

and thc improvcmcots coqtiouc to bc lppropriatc, building pcrmits issucd within thc

Boght Road-Coluobia Strcet arca should bc monitorcd tnnurlly. Dcnsiry,

distribution and typc of dcvclopmcnt (officc, rctail, rcsidcntial) will havc a

lrrgc cffcct on thc typc lnd cxtcnt of improvcments ncccssary.

tI-60
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WILBUR
SMITH

ASSOCIAIES
BTMLDMSION

CONSULNNG ENGINEERS

25 KRAFT AVE . ALEANY, NY .  12205. I 8) 482-8947

t t {a rch  9 ,  1989

!{r.  Robert }t i tchel l
Town of Colonie
Engineering and Planning Services Departnent
272 Maxyell  Road
Lathan, NY 12210

SUBiIECT: Draft ceneric Environnental Inpact Stalenent
Boght Road - Colunbia Street Area -
Riverf ield Estates project Nunber 196640

Dear Mr . I !{ i tchel l :

fn accordance with the connent provisions of the subject Draft
Generic Environnental.  fnpact Statement ue submit the-fol lowing:

11 Surface Water and Drainaqe

While the dlscussion of AEea 1 (p. I I-35) recognizes the
exlstence of the City of Watervl ietts dan located in the
Dry  CEeek,  i t  does  no t  recogn ize  the  capac i ty  o f  th is  74 .s
foot high by 475 foot (crest) wide dam. The 1988 Estinrated
CoEt of Drainage lmprovenents required for the developrnent
of Area 1 does not shon a value for thls rnajor drainage
structure. As this exist ing dan rnay provicle al l  of the
detention needed for Area l  and l ts nalntenance is the
responsibl l l ty of the City of Watervl iet,  the Estinated
Cost should be adjusted accordlngly.

2t Transpo rt at ion/ Econonic s

The Transportat lon section of the report includes estinates
f,or costs of reguired irnprovenents to aections of and
intersections on Slate Routes 9r 9Rr and 2. The cost of
these lmprovements total 97r2I0r000 or approxirnately 59t of
the $12r2001000 estimated costs for al l  recornnended inprove-
ments. The report (p. I I-63) assigns 80t of these inprove-
nent costs to nen developnent.

The Ecomonic Eection of the report (p. I I- I3I) states that
funding sources such as state ald or grants i 'ere not cal-
culated as l t  is dlf f icult  to est inate what wouLd be avai l-
able. An equitable estlnate of state involvenren! noul.d be
the costs of improvenents rnade to state'onned faci l i t ies.

ALMNYNY ' ALLIANCE.OH. CAIRO.EGYPT . CHARLESION,SC . COIUMEIA.SC . FALTSCHUACH.VA. xONGKONG. HOUSION,TX . KtrtOXVlLtE.TN
KUATA LUMPUR,MALAYSIA . LEXINGTON,KY. MIAMI,Ft . NEWHAVEN,CT. ORLANDO.FT . PHOENIx,AZ I PITTSEuRGH.PA T PRoVIDENCE;RI
AALEIGII.NC. RICHMOND.VA. ROSEILE,IL. SAN FRANCISCO.CA . SINGAPQRE . IORONTO,CANADA I WASHINGTQN,DC. WooDERIDGE.NJ



l t r .  Robert MitcheLl
t {a rch  9 ,  }989
Page 2

The assumption of no state aid gives no coneideration for the
:: l ! :_:a1::,  especialty motor fuet which the deveropreni-oi- t i ,esuDJecE. alea wt. lL generate. Fhis, in effect, ryi l l  lnake lhe newresidents pay twice for the sane irnproviment".

3) Fiscal fmoact Analvsis

Appendix.4_ (p. 24) shows the Assuned 1999 value of newres loent la l .  const ruct ion at  $125r000. /un i t .

Us ing lhe to ta l  non-res ident ia l  Market  Value of  ;47,067.966
|p. .21 ,  Appendix-4)  and rhe addiEional  t ,43Z,4eO 

"e i i iefoot of non-residentiar buitdlng space pioieirtea t, i i  iggg(Table 
IT-!-I , p. II-8) r the Asiumia fg-Ag iatue oi ner-norr_realdent i .aL const ruct ion ls  $32.74. /square foot .

On a conparison basis, the unlt cost of new residential
const ruct ion would y ie ld_$G2.50. /square foot  to i  i -Z ,oOOsquare foot home. A residential s-quare foot value equal tothe non-re6 ident iar -vg lgg wourd prdv iae . - l ,a i8- iquJ i " - ioot
hone f,or the AEsuned 1989 St2sr0b0./unit vatrie. i l i ; ; ;- 

-

appears to be an inconsistency in the devel0prnent--oi 
-narket

values for conmercial vs. neEldentiar constrictlor, in i ir.f lscal inpact analysia aE presented.

underestinating rirarket value results in underestimatinq taxrecerprs lrnlch causes an overestination of funding shoit-fatrs. Aa these funds vltr have ro ue rni-e-of-ni-a.i i" i ip_
nent contributlonsr consistent accurate estinitei are
vital .

Very t ru ly  yours,

a/ ///
ozfzar{/kz--.

Char lea  V.  S lav iE ,  p .E .
AEgoc iate- in-Cha rge

CVS: ebg,/26 .1

cc: J. Ir torrel l
E .  C .  Bon i



/Z,,rErtz frar, .,
a/a 4 u * t I Z- .v, -u ar/ Fz -t -a, .tr, zK

h{ln.or<r 'lu 4 r*^,

//r/F/4. /a,v t/,zz{. 4
4a
4

Qta" ,z/.<. /ot 17

fL.gnq /14^//(r ft'< 1/"<^ 
/'tt'4'€etr

9r y'tts /ooz. /,vFaaa?/a"t'4a '*' '1 /"4o

tug /-tut 7*o F(€4Fsfs t

,,fttc< l</?

".^fra,f e z o

4f Al /18 A/6aA/ --
4' fu,<a /{ailo ry'ara€ 4>^t a< 84/-'d/'ar'

6oaeA. -t- /4da - "/.141

A' ftJ''*t"Vt taa/t E7 /ata //s' --11''

/'rnA rtl'(< /z16 SHta*1€P 
z-'o4/'

4 ' /*o 'Saa/ata*"t''--hut 
fi6z4 '^'"u7":

7luat n4aaas Q14t{o t(*ot-'€act -/ '4'7

r't€€"t*G 5 '' fir , 4r'?t4 fraz h'/t Fa/ctc^

4zta ,hovtrt Ttt{tul /r fuz '/gae"t frar

Tacre /t E E* 4 r/tcart'ua'

e. ' fft? (4'v' ro4 oat DurT 2{*'<o /4u'a'a4o1

-J 4*7'94<eotzee /Z{<r't<

1-' a't 6aa /4-7 o47' -bd ot/1"zfaft

ii A-^'-'no^o Fett!'^'' lu4o t/aa as+z'rt't

oJnat' 'y'4r<'o'a3 / 'vQaze '4s' 7's Pges"' l

Ct.vrr/".''pre'rs 74+t Tear/+'t 
- /"'/4cr-

4,r?/:e ar' 'u6 S"/6:24 4€D'

/.' Arl f,, i (tr'* D'/' Aar+'rc€o/.1/47

/t/r 4-"65' Ql"t'o'e' 
'84't 

4 MftcE- /a'

%ascen €. eoob
IOOO LOUOON RO. {LATHAMI . BOX ROUIE 9 IN LATHAM

MAILING AOORESS: RD I . coHoEs. NEw YORK 12047. 15181 765.7794

77,, J,/9,/87

4aa 4a4*e - 7/"a46/ fat 4ft414y'at<

ly'4t fa 8e' tltea 4"Y

y'11, F.e.t/'e'u - 'fu

,4.ca'2ta'lltY<

,/,,4sr € YtatY'a/6'

fta<, ?4 .
4<:^tl/4o7fter 4

hl1

/rt

Arre roprea z'
,/r, €d 7. '!6

68/4d

ffi
e$$Fdts



lrr6ft/,4 4fu"'r 4 4'a4/t'{o' 'y'o*' '//3

/flcr, Ttta fi.t+as d?a'tto'v ly''u- 4've &'o

Ce vdt<A6a Z /r/a.,<4€'<, ,?a7t, y'A'"aet"'

A.{A €i,?*.v't /ezrc€ftr €.v /ry 4- z' oatt 1,

&rn, ?.vz€s3 /.1c ,S<-27 /ecztaes h/ac

Fo^), - /r'< Eu.e,€.). 
ofraT 

4.ea.&r/,
/an Q aap,6', Bv - 74 a7e-z 4- 1, Y< ,fi<.

fio. A&ar C-u'-.'" 4re-u.rcs. fus'c/

/4aoc 4*e 7sr<zs8u24 a, ftta

7,eo1 ?aV<,e. /.+e Paco;a 4+s lau

Hrl-o 4aour/4*aaA- a4 f*&a
(rfztx.

?.a tfss/ o44a lrw6r -- 1<Ft 'tt 6, ta*,

2,a 4 /r.+< {.2 A..Ta.w.'4.re T-qcr-< fz''7.r-rezs ' ts'ao"'

<92- <>z s,  - S<r-6ae t,  -  4/rt- .2.1t, -  Erc.,- 6 /aa/rr"

fr-tf 2ro rlaz G.s4 AnT Faq.on 4z€ ,F-4 ftla.a ftf o:

4 
- 
Bu'oa 4.wer4aa ,€a4a 4 Co4a €s. //*,/ /s /./.<?./

vile"a.o ?
€o,ti / ?
Fezag Eo,ta 7

A,va, /r N<(a:e, h/! 4Y. /-_*zs:

ftuz, /zv7€,2,s€€ r d'r4 Qa''s &slt

4ca,.u, tztanr4b aLo 11b-'o 
('?'a-t<

,Qarc 4o.-a€a.\/ i pJ.- .Qq.v 4 ts"'4 7v74'1/t'v$

e.

4'- G^--f
TCJ



BO6HT COMNUNITY ACTION GROUP
SEtrRETARY

John  A .  T r i  bb l  e
21 West SkYview Dri  ve

Cohoes. NY 1?047

I l , tarch 12. 1989

Robert l ' l i tchel I
Enqineer ing and Planning Serv i  ces
TOWN 6F CtrLONIE
27? llaxwel I Road
Latham. Ne|{  York 12210

.$
Dear l"lr . I'li tchel I .

During the Past month the ne,nbersh i P o+ the Boght Comtnunity
Act iot i  Group, a neighborhood associat ion in the center of  the

Bogh t  Road  - 'Co lumb ia  S t ree t  D .6 .E .  I -5 - ,  has  been  d i scuss inq  the

r.iits trf the Clough Harbour rePclrt. MembeFs have been askect to

wri te to you indiv idual lyr  whi le I  have been asked to draw

together a loose contcrn:tus. I should note that as recently as

l'larch loth, I was contacted by retidents o+ the area who had just

becoJoe aware of  the report  and the Possible imPl icat ion {or their

l ives. In l i 'qht  of  uneven co. lmunicat ion this let ter should be

interpreted as ,ny imPressionE of consensus.

The Atcuracv o+ the Predicted Inoacts

l . lost  oenbers are not enthusia€t ic about the Predicted impactst
but they clo not gubstant ial lY conttst  their  accuracy'  There were

are {ew area€ where the hreaknesses o{ the rnethodol ogy probab}y

Iead to an understaternent o ' f  the inPactB:

(1) The nethodol oqy at tenPts to f reeze in t i tne the current
status and analy=e +rorn the PersPect ive of  the +orecasted
developnents what i rnPacts tho5e chan€es wi l l  have. That
+rozen moment in t ime ( the Present)  i5 actual ly in cont inuouE
rnotion. Therefore, the forecasted use of Route ? atsumes no
further devel  opdtent in Cl i f ton Park,  the use of Boqht Road and
9R asturne no further develoPment in trohoesr etc (See II-66) '
The project ions in the study should only be used a5 est i '$ates
of t i re margi .nal  impact of  developrnent in the study aFea, not
as +oreca5ts for the actual  use of faci l i t ies.  Note that the
forecasted uge of Roste El7 for the year 2OOO was 6O,0OO cars
per day. That {aet that we have reached that volune in l9B9
is a ref lect ion that the +orecast was establ  ishecl  wi thout
consider inq outsiEte environmental  +actors.  The traf+ic
forecasts in the Cl ough Harbour rePort are subject to the sa'ne
cr i t ic ism. This cr i t ic isn becones consequent ial  when
conE ide r inq  Poss ib le  m i t i ga t i ons -  The  m i t iBa t i on  s t ra teg ies
are target;d at  a forecasted use, which i5 only the marqinal
inpact,  not the actual ly Projected use.



(2) The Etudy does not include the second ten year i rnpact on
the educat ion systern. 6iven the relat ively large impact on
the educat ional  system in the f i rst  ten yearst  i t  omission j .n
the seconcl  ten years is a s igni+icant weaknesses. I f
resident ial  construct ion has the impact o+ attract ing younq
f a.Di l . ies,  then the impact in the second ten years could be
larger than in the { i rst  ten years.

(3 )  The  s tudy  men t ions  the  hab i ta t  {o r  e . i l d l i f e ,  bu t  t he
inpact analy5is only con6ider5 the destrust ion of  habi tat  for
endangerecl species. The study does not address the
destruct ion of  habi tat  ' f  or  the var iety of  wi ld l i fe indigenoug
to the area. Nor does the study at tempt to place any value on
the destruct ion of  that habi tat .

(4) The total  cost of  mit igat ion strategies is someuhat
unclear.  The total  cost o+ mit igat ion in Table I  l - l ' l -5 o+ 51
mil l ion does not t ie out wi th per uni t  costs in Table I  l - l ' l -4
(See attached Table).  The€e di{ ferences are due in part  to
the omission of  Addit i .onal  Pol ice Personnel and the Other
Educat i  onal  Costs in Table I  I - l ' l -4.  Ho}|ever.  there i5 'st i  11 2
or i l l ion unaccounted for,  l rh ich could be due to the
underest ioat ion of  the per uni t  costs.

The report  suggests a nurnber of  strat€qies for mit iEat ions to the
impact of  development.  Residents of  the area havcr a var iety o+
react ions to these proposed mit i , lat ions:

(1) The widening of route I  should only be considered in l ight
of  a l  arger Capital  Distr ict  t ransportat ion plan. The study
did not suEqeeit  the possible al ternat ives of  widening Route 87
or the bui ld inq o+ addit isnal  north south routes.
Al ternat ives which woqld encourage the use of Route 87 are
nuch more pal atabl e.

(2) Al thouqh potent ial  strategies for mit igat ion have been
ident i+ied for the marginal  development of  the area the
fsndin€ of the these ,ni , t igat ion strategi  es iE not at  al l
c l ea r .  6 i ven  the  unce r ta in t y  assoc ia ted  w i th  +und ing  i t  i s
l ikely that developrnent in the study area i : i  l ikely to
increase the tax load on the Town. The Town Board should give
ser ious considerat ion to rezoning port ions of  the study area.
Exh ib i t  I I -D -z  i den t i t i es  a reas  w i th  h igh  po ten t i a l  w i l d l i f e
habitat .  Devel oprnent Etrategies which would rninirni3e the
disturbance to these habitats should be enpha€ized.
Considerat ion of  rezoning these areas for reduced den5ity
development t . |ould not only reduce the impact of  overal l
development,  but i t  would also provide a greater protect ion
+or aninal  habi  tat .



( 3 )  T h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  V l  i e t  S t r e e t  e x t e n s i o n  h a s  t h e
potent ia l  to  ut i l i=e developed as t , |e l l  aE undeveloped land.
Care should be taken in  p lanning the actual  locat ion of  the
e x t e n s i o n  t o  m i n i r n i z e  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p e d  l a n d .

Overal l ,  the Clough Harbour report  presents an opportuni ty to
pfan order ly developnent of  the North Colonie cornnruni  ty.  Now,
that the EIS process is near cornpl€rt ion the planning Biard may be
anxious to move ahead with the proposals that have been
backlogged +or the past ? months. The only tool  that the
Planning Board has avai lable to i f lp leoent the proposecl
mit igat ions is the "negot iated dEvelopment i  mFrovernent5. , ,  Given
the  ex ten t  o f  t he  p t r t en t i a l  i r npac ts  i t  i s  t i ke l y  t ha t  t h i s  t oo l
by i tsel+ wi,  l I  be inadequate. There+ore, i t  is  reconmendecl that
the Town Board ronsider the fol lowing:

(1) Rezoning sof l tGl of  the lands in the study area to asrure a
reduced level of gro$th.

(2) Rezoning so,ne o+ the connercial  lands to l i rn i t  their  use
to of f ice use only and restr ict ing the addit ional  developf l rent
p+  re ta i  I  ac t i y i t i es .

(5) Ant ic ipat inB ei ther a change in the State Law or lEgal
rul ingsr '  the Town should begin to prepare legis lat ion for
iopact fees. The Town should also begin to lobby the State
Legislature for a change in State LaH e.hlch s,oul d aEsure the
legal i ty of  the use of such +ees.

(4) The Town wi l l  have to play an act ive role with DOT to
asssr€t that proposed ,Dit igat ions along state highways wi l l
receive an expecl i ted pr ior i ty.  We nust not be caught in a
si tuat ion with devel  oprnents completed and a wait  of  two or
three years for i mprovern€tnts in state highways.

(5) Recogni=ing that muqh of the areas problerDs sten not +rom
internal  developrnent,  but instead from North South through
traf f ic,  the Toi .rn should beEin to work closely with DOT and
Capital  Distr ict  Transportat ion Cornroi  ssi  on to develop long
term plans for the resElut ion of  the areas transportat ion
d i  ++  i  cu l  t i  es -

ly V6-trr1,

A\J.fl^
John  A .  T r i bb le

ecretary, BCAG



Pl rnniflg Peri od t98t-1999 t  Plaoning Per iod 1999-?009
RESIDEIITIAL COI1IERCTAL I RESIOEIITIAT TOIIIEFTIAL

s0uncE prn ultr pEn rcns ptn roo sa rr rrR rcnr r FEi-IIiJ-1R ncnr FEiro-ruo lr-rrR ncRE
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Mareh !3 ,  1989

Plannlng Board
lown of Colonle
2ff2 Maxwell Load
tathan, NeE York 12110

ret Bought Area Draft GEIS

rS*$
oT=:t$

Cent I eEentl

I .  ao a proFlerty owner ln ths Bought AreE. Upon oy revlen ofthe referenced docunent, I  have ine fol lowlni qu."ttons,

1. Cyrb Cuts I The study recoo.oend.s 1ln1t1n3 curb cl, . ts
atong sooe roadways. Hor can the lorn d.Eny a property
olrne! acc.esa to a road.way along the frontage oi nisproperty ?

2. ?t?IF DetenrloF Ma r The stud.y reconnendg
ongolng payments -o 

-EhEIt6En 
for lnalntenance ofstorn water detentlon facl l l t les constructed dut_.lng the coulse of- ateveloplng one,s prop.i iy. 

-ni"

can the Tor,n Justlfy asslssing the 6rtlfnai ornir/devetoper, 5-io years after dEveilopu"nEl io"-." ioi"e'  oslntenance of these fact l t t les? iaf inlss 
"" idE,-le. l t  practlcsl to rely on rarrenue from soneone rhouay not be assoclated nith the locele?

3. sghools r Th6 stud.y recoBoends constructlon o1.
adall t lonal schools. Is thls recoooenalat lon based.
on a tenporaly ' .bl lp" ln the nuooer of school aged' chl1dren? gchoola have recently been cfosea-fn-i fre
Town. Alternstlve solut lons shouLal Ue thorougn-fy 

-

explored prlor to assesslng lax paycrs and./or
ptoperty owners who wtsh to develop Lhelr Land vla
lEpact fees, for school bul ld. lngs ihat nay stand
enpty ln 10 years.

4. IToFct Eges=, go$ r{111. the Town ad,r lress f,he legel l tyot '  lopact fees assesaed.. to property owners,/aeief -pLrs r.tn l tght of current rrr l lngs by'the Ne; yorl-ar;; ;-
Judl eta.ry ?

In 19E7, the Torm changed the zonlng ln the R-2dlstr lcts lncreaslng ntnlnun toE stzes UI jOr. 
--f ] i ."r"

te1l ne how thls {penalty. Hes taken lnto consfalratfon
or w111 be consld.ered when ner penalty or , , fnfaci-fres,
are levl ed. ?

Pl.easa respond ln wrtt tng to the below ed.dress. Thankyou.
Ct .J- A-J'l;

Claude Charlebol  s
18 f,,oosevelt Ave
Glens Fal lsr  NI 12801



March  13 ,  1989

I!tr. Robert HitcheLl
Eng j.neering and Planning Services
Town of Col.onie
272 Maxnell Road
Latharn, N.Y. 12110

Dear Mr. Mitctrell,

A.'I:

lrdf,;vID
ilAR 13 1989

C0L0lrli
EflsDiti8lrli &

l,l Al$i[tG

I an writing to you to coDment about the proposed widening of
Route 9 fron Colunbl.a Street to Boght Road as described in the Boght
Road GEIS. I live on that section of Route 9, and any widening of
the road will rnake ny house unlivable and significantly reduce the
value of ny property. Uy hrife and I have lived there for over ten
years and have worked hard to inprove and upgrade our house, rnaking
it nore livable and valuable. Any changes in the lridth of Route 9
will negate all of our nork. In addition, we and most of our
neighbors uould lose alnost all of tlre tlees in our front yard,
further reducing any screeni.ng fron the increased traffic.

f have read through the entire document and arn appalled at the
callous disregard for the current residents in our part of, the town.
We rated approxinately one line of consideration frorn the authors, to
the effect that taking anay our property would have a significant
inpact on those living there. l.Iost of the people in our neighborhood
have lived there longer than we have (nany for 20-30 years), paying
taxes all the while. You now propose to run roughshod over us and
destroy our neighborhood for the sake of developrnent. To add insult
to injury, we all knott that our taxes will increase to pay for all of
the inprovenents needed, despite what was written in the report about
the possibility of tlre developers funding then.

It seens to ne that the Planning Board ttas it priorities
reversed - your responsibility is to the current residents and
taxpayers, not to the developers and future residents. Rather than
approaching the problen fron the viewpoint of letting developnent
occur and then upgrading the infrastructure to neet the new needs,
you ought to look at it fron the opposite side - given the current
infrastructure, state of developnent and likely financial resources
available, how nuch developDent should be allowed? You should not
expect current residents to bear the burden of increased traffic and
noise virtually at their front door, having thelr property devalued,
and then exXrect them to pay the biII througlr increased taxes. Note
that I am not saying that developnent strould be stopped, but that it
should be controlled in a responsible fashion for the benefit of
a1l. The current plan does not even corne close to rneeting this
goal. I also question nhether widening Route 9 will provide a long
tenn solution to the traffLc probleh. As people in California have
f,ound out, once you inprove a road nore people tend to use it and the
new road usually f i l ls to capacity guickly. Usually, alt  you do is
delay the problen f,or a few years, not solve lt. one possible
solution nould be to irnprove public transportation in the area. $tith
such a large concentration of businesses and hones in the area, it



could be a practical alternative, one which t'as given short shrift in

the GEIS.

As I nentioned earlier, I took the tiure to read the entire GEIS'

and I have found a n"ru", oi'errors, and inconsistencies that lead ne

io-q".=ij.o" the infornation in the rest of the document ' For

"iuipf", 

-i" 
the section about the terrains and soils in the Boght

ii"., oir" nap shows our house in an area with one grade, whiLe a

""".ira 
,ip ,irow= the grade being.twice as steep. The section on

fristoricai sites refeis to the liitbeck house on Route 9 at the Route

i-i"i"r.t 
""gt. 

obviously the authors never took the tine to visit

itre site, bScause the irouse nas removed lrhen the interctrange uas

aiiiri. 
--ilai 

t}rrs infomation just copied fron the Ers for the
I"i.i"it."g"? rf so, what othEr shorlcuts were taken in preparing the

ioorrt noad carsa t irese night seeu l ike ninor points,.but such errors

;G;; ;:;.a-oi a""ut in nf mind and tead ne to question the variditv

it trte concrusions.

Flnally, r want to complain about the.way in wlrich tlris Planning
i= ueine-do;i .  Neither I  n-or any.of ny.neighbors. to-Yl9n.l  have

spoken iave ever received any nolif,icalion fron the Planning Board-.
.i""t ."y of the rneetings coircerning the.Boght Road GEIS' I donrt

know whelher you are leially bound €o.maj.l advance notices to the

i-iria.iiii i" tne innectlite lrea, but it vould seem to me to be the

coii"ct way to do things considering the inpact this plan will have

on our . l i ves .

Yours truly,

*a.PJ-
Jon A. Brander
1042 Ne!,t Loudon Rd.
Cohoes ,  N .  Y .  12047



Governor Mario Cuomo
New York State Capital
A lbany ,  New York  L2224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

BOGHT COMMUNITY
32 Skyview Drive
Cohoes, New York

Janua ry  30 ,  1988

ACTION GROUP
Wes t
12047

A'  . '  +\
' * r ' i ' i  ' r
I  ,  '  

" r . " ,0
urQ t l t t '
I t n t '  ' \ :

i r,)LiJ,.:r$G U' 
it"{lf" li'tic

? t ^

We are vrr i t ing to you because we have lost  al l  fa i th in the
Department of  Transportat ion to provide us with safe dr iv ing
condj. t ions on New york State Route 9,  between Old Loudon Road
(marke r  009 -1108-2050)  to  the  A lbany /Sara toga  Coun ty  L ine (marke r
009 -1108-2110) ,  i n  ALbany  Coun ty ,  To r . rn  o f  Co lon ie ,  New York .

We have tr . r lce requested DOT to Lower the speed l imj. t  on thi .s
4 mi le state roadway from 55 mph to 45 mph. In each instance,
DOT tel ls us that the roadway has been checked and the 55 mph
speed l1mlt  appropr iate.  That 85t of  the motor j .Ets are complying
with the 55 mph speed l imit  and that the accident rate is equal
to or lower than comparable roadr4rays ln the state wlth the same
speed  I  im i t .

DOT refuses to recognize any need to lower the speed l imit
on this sect lon of  Route 9 and, as local  homeowner residents,
we have no other choice but t ,o request your intervent ion on ou!
beha l f .

The  i ssues  a re  as  fo l l ov rs :

a.  The attached January 19, 1988 Iet ter f rom the Departnent
of Motor vehlcles conf l rms that the roadwav is a "death
trap ! "

In a ten-year per iod I976-86 there have been 459 accidents
on the 4 mi le stretch of  roadway3

*  11  Fa taL i t y  Acc iden ts

*  314  Bod i l y  I n ju ry  Acc iden ts

134 Property Damage Accidents
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES

PATRICIA 8. ADDUCI
Commisrionat

Mrs. Dellaaocca
12 landor l,an6
Cohoris, New York I2O47

Dear Mrs. Dellarocca:

Ttr.nk you for your phon€ calf' of January 19, lggg conc€rnlng accLdeRts
occurring on Ner york State Rout€ 9, b€tween Old Ludon Road (na;ker OO9-
1108-2060) to the Albany,/Saratoga County Llne (marker Oo9-1Io8-2IIO).

r havc comprr'ed the forrowing table grving you accident counllr between
mark€ra 009-1108-2060 through OO9-ltOB-2tIO.

THE GOVEAIVOR NELSON A. AOCKEFELLEF EMPTRE STAT€ PLAZA, A!SANY, NEW YORK I2228

itanuary 19, 1988

PNOPERTY DAMACE INJURY FATAIS

33
36
2t
25
28
30
43
17
26
31  .
z4

Slncerely,

lgt!
1976
L977
r9?8
1979
1980
198I
t9s2
1983
1984
I985
1986

It I can b6 of any other a8alatance to you, plera€ contact !|a at (slal
47 4-O962.

o
I
0
2
I

I
I
I
J.

I

2

l6
l5
I?
10
t1
l2

9
1l
lo
12
12

'-ffJu"-?:2u>
Robert W. t'tele
Head Statisgica Cl€rk
Accident Records Bureau

Rlil'!:19



Cont inued

The  DMV s ta t i s t i cs  speak  fo r  t hemse lves :

* Every year there are more than 45 accidents on
the roadr,ray --  about 4 accidents every monthl

*  Eve ry  yea r  a t  I eas t  1  pe rson  i s  k i l l ed !

* Every year more than 30 people are in jured!

* Every year there are more than 13 property damage
acc idents !

b.  See attached newspaper art ic les on the latest (December
20, t9871 crash where two teenagers r . rere ki l led on
the roadr^rav.

Whi le the lower speed l iml. t  may not have prevented
this part icular accident,  something that could be said
for any part icular accident,  i t  points out the fact  that
this particular roadwats is indeed a g:ltt_IBAg ! and for
many, many people.

See attached newspaper art lc les for our repeated al tempts
to have DOT loyler the speed l lmit  to 45 mph because, a-
local area residents, we KNOW TltE ROADWAY IS DANGEROUS
AND HAVE A CITIZEN RIGHT TO SAFE DRIVING CONDITIONS.

DOT tel ls us that their  lnvest igat ions show that B5t of
motor ists using the roadl i ray are travel l ing at  55 mph --
a standard used throughout the state --  proving that the
55 mph speed ls appropr iate.

Such a l ine of  reasoning can only be considered logical ly
inept and ludicrous! I t  can be shown that 85t of  motor i i ts
wi l l  comply with any posted speed l imit ,  even the 15 mph
speed l iml, t  through barr iers where br idgeway repairs are
being made, There 1s l i t t le or no correlat lon between
motor ists conpl iance with posted speed l imits and i^rhat
the speed l in i t  shoutd or should not be from an object ive
v1elrpoint  toward safe 'dr iv ing 

condit ions.

fn essence, DOT is saying that the 55 mph speed l i rn i t  iE
appropr iate because only 15t of  the notor ists tolerate
more than 11 accidents per ml le annual ly as safe dr lv ing
condit ions. That this is no di f ferent than other s imi l i r
h lghways in the state and therefore acceptable.

( l .
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By refusing to recognize any need to lower the speed
I lmit  f rom 55 mph to 45 mph on thls sect ion of  Route
9, DOT is saying that the roadway is s imi lar and
comparable to 55 mph interstate highhtal ts with broad
med ian  d i v id ing  s t r l ps  and  l im i ted  access .

DOT is unable to see that Route 9 does not have a
broad median div ing str ip or f . in i ted access ramps
and interchanges. Instead, i t  is  a conslderably
smal ler roadway throuqh a local  resident ial  and
commerc ia l  a rea .  I t  i s  l i ned  w i th  bus inesses  and
homes ,  ad jo in ing  s t ree ts ,  and  heavy  l oca l  t r a f f i c .

As local  homeowner residents who use Route 9 everyday,
and l<now i ts dangers,  precedj.ng MvD stat ist ics prove
that we are truly endangered by DOTis stubborn
reluclance everyt ime we or anyone else uses the roadway.

In the p." t  f . to years,  s ince DoT constructed Al ternate
Rou te  7  (Rou te  7  l l nk  be tween  I -90  and  I -787 )  t o
a l l ev ia te  t ra f f i c  conges t i on  1n  La tham,  t ra f f i c  dens i t l es
have instead lncreased dramatical ly due to increased
Iand values and comrnercial  development.

More people are uslng Route 9 in 198? than in any prevlous
year  be tween  the  MVD s ta t i s t i ca l  pe r lod  1976-86 .  As  a
resul tr .  accident rates can also be expected to increase
according ly .

a mac f time vrhether s  o ra
when ano

As homeowners, our quest ion to you is s lmply this:

HO'J !4UCH HIGH!{AY CARNAGE IS REQUIRED FOR DOT TO RECOGNIZE
TI{E NEED FOR A LOWER SPEED LIIIIT ON THIS STRETCH OF
HICHWAY?

HOVI LONG MUST WE I^IAIT FOR DOT TO ACT?

HOW I4UCH I,ONGER ItlUST I.IE REMAIN ENDANGERED, FOR F'EAR OF
OUR LTVES AND THE LTVES OF OUR CHILDREN !'HO MUST USE
ROUTE 9 EACH DAY?

i s



Albany Times -Union /Knickerbocker News December 24, L987

call for speed changeil ,,
By Rosamaty O'Hrr.
SLll writaa

COI{)NIE - A nelgDbmltood group
Ir Dlendng !o r€mf, itt Plea to |!c
rlrta to reduc€ thr tp.cd limlt o! a
strolch ol Rout3 9, rller r Srturdry c8r
cr.!h lhal Lilled awo t€eoe8crt

A! omcial of tle ltstc Depsrtmrnt
ol Trs8portatio! taid weduetdry tlrc
8t€ocy ir goirt !o talr I s€cold lool
at ttrc r€qu€st u r se.ull ol Satudayt
|Gcldeol

Tt! Eogla Commurity Actioo Cro0p
b aoin8 to p{rb tot I tiird lltn !o tGt
ttc rp.Gd Umla reduccd !o 15 mph trom
5t np[ ecoordlq !o Norb.rt 8lu|l'
thr lroup'r pr.Jdc It t.!B th.
rp6d Umlt lou.rcd oo Ro||ta e fioal
t!. brldgr ovcf tba Mo!|rl !o tlr
Caot|rry llorllo r€atsumnl

"Wbea thb lrlt rccidcat occurr€d,
nuny of ur vc|r lurlout t.hal Dm
relulc. !o loucr tha lpced linit " raid
Elunr

Blum raid tbe community group h.d
made tso rcquelB in threc yerr: lor r
rrdrced spc€d limil Ae !.id trslllc het
beco lmrear€d by tbe opedng ol thg
!3r Ro|tic ?.

Joh Taylor, dis€ctor of DOCt
Rcdon Onc, seid the dcp.rtmert
revies€d th! issuo of lowerhg thc
!@ limlt about 18 month! ago ard
tun€d up ro inlormetlon rbout molor.
isl sp€€ds or Oe iocidencc of sccid€lB
thrt rould justfiy tbc chsrta

"Hovwer. h Yl€lY ol the lsct tia!
tho rccidenl occurr:d and people rre
urdsrstandrbly concerne4 we will do
mott rrd$ 3D€ed checls and (lool 8t)

DOT to resume study on Route 9,';i i
lbe accidetrt rrtes," Taylor seld. 

'

Tro trstrgcrr rors llllcd ald tro
otl.F lnrurqt rcrioully b Seturde/r.
accid€nt oo Rortr t !ort! cl ttro Boglt :
Rord lotst!€ctioD.

Add.a J. Barttceu rc, ol !l Hlllcrclt . ;
IlrlYG, 8rlltoo L.tC' |sd Mlctrd . ,
Bec!.r4 15, ol M!.!.dcvills rett.
fil€d |! ths .csidcal

Hotty fbrt|4 16 of Prrtvlec Drlrc, ,i,
Scteo€ctady, r|t tal!! !o EU|! HcC-. . ,
tal |! Scleaccisdt .!d htrs tI.!!
lcrrd to tL Alb.lt rcdcal Ce .r.'.:
ll€Dit{, rhrr. rh! r|t rtDortcd h
glour coodluo WcdEdry. Edr${
J. Sulllvu, l?, ot Ctltlo! Put r|| . ,
rcportrd lo lir coldtuo!. Wcdacd.y .
rt U.Dodrl tr€pltrl b Albeay. ,

coloslr DoI,cG sr. rtlll invrttt$tlnt
rtat cstrcd tha c|' ddve, by 8|fi-
t.|u to cru oYGr lDto orcomllS
trelng eccofiflg !o Cobaia hvo$e. . .
tor K.vb Ft!!L

Thc c|r carrylog B.ttbru 
'and

Bechand becemc irirbrlr rfEr drlt '

lnt tro crta ttipp€d ovcr |rd ltntcl at
l€rlt OlG Eorc car u lt glld oo it! rmi
A folat! c|t t|r a.bo rlrucl. :

Teylor srad tftc D0I.r sp.€d ci6ct
lE mo l! ego lourd tlat 05 pcrtrrt.ot
thc drlYcB wsra tr8vdLo! clcc b 55
mpL fte 85 p€rce fi$lr F tie
8taldard t[. $at€ us.a io !s! lpg
lirDitr, !6 r.l4

Ha rrid tle DOT nill revler hot
mrny rccld€nB haec occortcd rhce lts
lart rcvicw eod tert tou lrrt motorlrtr ' .
src t!rv€11tr8.

10



Schenectady Gaz ette
December 23, 1987

8' EAABIAA slIEFF'EB
Gucltr lLgortat

C'OII)NIE - 8€cru!.-ot Srtu{r/r llvc.
cruh oD noutr I tl|rt tillcd tio t€!o.

tlrt rord.

8g!t! rod lljurtd tro otirrr, I n"lSiDoF
hod 8rcup It plrodng to rcrultlct itt pler
totlre ala lor. lor€a rgccd UDll0q perl ol

Th! group plaBr to rTltc ti6 tr|tlsDortr-
Uoo dcpelttr|cll a8ri! |!d rork siat thr
torD, eveo aiough it b | *rb rcrd .nd &c
tor! hr E jrridlc3loa ov.? ltr +ecd linit
Blum tdd.

Robcrt ltlltchelt, ctrh|r|! d thc Coloru.
Hlahr|t $t€ty Com!riu.!, rid [. tdtcq
l|tb . rotru! lloodrt trom aic Bqi! Com.
m||Dlty Actlor Groo9, rho trid rha rrdld
tlG tpccd rcducld. lrltdr0 ldd tlc cotD-
rnitte! n ruht to pe$ o! Ur groop'r rb
qutlt to llr UaltDoriatlor dcorrtndt lt
iould lot ba e! &aorrcmcai bua nrler.
th mmitt€c F ulirf .tF 4r! b tudt
l[. dh[Uoo" Mltclru rld. ,- ."r r

AccldlDt blrtort r, tntflc coutt. rDd
rDaad $r.!nyr rll dom to d€r.rr rc u cd-
Fqr.-rr! !!-rct to-cn|lgr rDcd llmlt| or

' l l *

_ Norbrrt Blum, prclld.lt ol th. Bogtt
Cqtnrlqnlty Actloo Croup. lqlq r group
rttad tic $re Dcpadmad of TrulDofis.
tioo rbout !L roootl|| rgo to rrdq(i Uta
ro.cd llmtt from 55 lo {t mDb oo Rouh e
tinm ttrc brids. ovrr U! llo[r'l Slvrt to
Ua Ctltury Houla

tt^trpp.o.d 
oo Bon!. e E|r

Brudor lrtc. !o crs owr bao orcom|lg
tnIflc, but &"t.!i.ll||t d ttrt h. r||
rDacd|!&

Brrlbru dlcd lror[ blr lDjurlc., |l dld
MlchrGl Brc[|ld, ll, ol Vorbursb L a,
M€chrlicvilla ADIIrf puslScdHouy C.
Fortlq 16, ol 3ti Paltvlcr Drlva. rtEails
Ir criticll cordluo! rt gllr HcDttrL ald
|mttrt pr|lcrScr, E lrffd Sulltvrr|l, 17, of
Cliltoo Part. rlmrllr h l.lr coldltloo rt
Albany Mehorlsl H69lt8l.

T[uG'r Jult bcea too llroy tccideot!,"
r|id 8lum, eltimrtjtS litl ticf! |l|yc bacl
l0 tratlic t{.EUtiG! olr thrl rtntci ot noct
I ln the pr$ l5 lEat!' 

'ltl r &sli ls|p.'

qqtn trdflgceo.bol delc4 iuO rritop
l8B or trdth U8ll'' Mttcbdl t.td It r
Fnrcu||t load tlo.| ma tlct tlladlcrir -
riatier it b. |trt!, couaty, or tor! - tla
mqs€d rlold b. &dc4 [c rtd.

O! layatd octrrlos, ttc lora ttcrivlr

rlrrt'r D.!c Ehst local
tbem.' n€|d !eld-

'I lhllk thrt! .n lndlc|tloo tht ihcy do!'t
l|yt oq! Ehst loc.l Euniclpdiucr'ad. oa

tbem,' Fl€ld rai4
.. lle r d hr roold.bc-'vrr7 rurprilrd'it
t!. st te rgter to the Rout! I ld€€d limit
rcducuon, "M.yhe Uey riu," bc addcd.

'
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rialy rrotoristi &ive rlower tha.n
55 on ttat section of rosd becauro
t.hcy rhlnk tle ll'nlt ls {6.

But Kelly raid radar ch€cks re-
vealed most moloristr drive faster
*bn 55 oo that sectio! of road

Kelly abo lald the group'r
cLlm! th.t tbe lectiou of mad ir
plsgued by e hith accident rate
arc unfourded. He laid tDere are
an aYengs of thr6 accide[tr pcr
Eltllo! vchlclFmllc! therc, com-
pas€d to e statsride rvorege ol .
savs! o[ rl,Eihr roedr, i

' Groop memb€tt r6ubDitted
thclr tlquelt Moodey, Kelly sai4 .
tro daF sfter a chaiin Eactlon .
colllslou chiDed tlo livcr of tro
teeDaBera

Pollcr src contiruilg to inv€sti. '
gate why a csr drlven by Adrian
Bariteaq 16, of Clilton Parg
crrss€d tle certer li!€ of Route I
neer Bogbt noad b€for€ crashirg

into four otber
aftemoo!. 1AyDnNETiENNEDY

Stdl R.pora.r

COLONIE - Statc officials rill
tale M(rnd look at a neighbon
hood grlupl requert !o lorer tle
speed llnit on Roub 0.

Joaeph Kclly, a Departmeat of
Trensportauott tralfic eDgioeer,
sdd rn€mbel' ot th6 Bos[t Road
IloEcorner! Ar.ochtlon brYa
a*.d thc dlpartocot to cbrsgc
th€ !D.cd llelt lrom 55 t0 {5 nriler
Dcr dour bctrcga Bog[t Soed eod
t[. to$! llDa ThG tpcEd Unit
soutb of Bogbt Rosd |!lo l.rhrFl
ir!ow{5. ,

Tbc departnent turned dorn
tlr group,s tirst requc.a a yrar
ago bccaure evideac€ tie deprrt-
ment collectcd ladlcated the rea.
sotr! tte group pr€detrted tele
irvaud. KeUy said llom€ornet!
AsEociatio! Eemb€F lold tleE

Bariteeu aad a pa$€nger, 1$,
year old Mich.el Bechsrd ol Me.
chanicville, were killed Two otler '
pa!!€rg€rr and two other motor .
i s t swc re i t r i us€d " . ' : .
. KcUy said tbc departEelt rill :

\rlvicw the r€quBt agair al.l tF ,
turn I dccirioa l! I DoDtb or trvo..'.- 1

Tow! Superilor Fld G. Ftcld ,:
Jr.,!rid losn offidab bav€ lot
b€ao contrctcd otltcl.lly o! .tlo;..
3p€6d UElt requed, but would b.
w U!8 to conlider.throrl!3 ttreu
support b€hird iL

tr't€ld lsld th. toe! h.s hetD.d
r€ridooB cooviDcc tlc atrte to
cherge lp€€d lt6it! or otxer tsrt-r
fic reSulstiols sevcral tiEas.ia ,
the pattr . ; .' i i''::,'rr -

Rcprc3€ntatlves of thJ hoat... i
orneE associatlon could mt bc '

r€ached lor coDEelL ... ii :
-" - - l ' : ---

L2
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Ilousing spreading'
into Boght area
ffi a[TiBl,g'"'"ilf ** 1'11
Tlrc Xniclcrboclce Nerrr Webi also tr rcprcsardng .oc Ml. I

cotoNtE - Hol|rinS dcvctopmert cheb GrouP' whlc[ pDm !o- qcY€toP I
r, ii,iliiii r" rii ""i!i*"- dd'"ard 3;::1fiS"il"tr"ilf 

or coryabF 
ItorrL

T1lG !ot! Plalltnt Borrd brr r!' Pllrr for thrt dcvclqrucal fnom 
I

""ffi 
iiiol tol rtm&t tm hour!. itr a! llunEs| gur r.quh I vadlmc l

il;';rfirfitA'ffi&- .-f,61ali trom th! lom zo.du Appulr.Boerd I

#tfft":#:Hn-$".-",,fii: :trffi 5'dfrltrH$"': | |
"iirrL,yoirrioi ..^..Ifn. hf-.*1 .t'g4.-lT1 |
T".'soo,, if. "lT-...9.,^ 9.!{E ilffiH3'-fitffi"ji"1il#BXtf, |lettlcd rrc|r b Uc !0lr!, but la A o

ol tto .ltrt tlu ltSG 6131s 6i dcvclopneut pLttt inchd' rord! ltst 
I

;d;A"p.d b"e 
- - 

rould btcnet ttt! Tklt Al-*--: 
I- 

T1$- .rrr ad Bo3bt comed. Tbc Pl'lning Boud. T$rdry $rlt' I
,"iLriv trrilo..rl-ri[it*i tro; ed conclDt spDrovd (or . ?1tl I
ffi;di&#;6-!"tibc"" 66i431 rcaldertiei $bdiitdo Grrt ol Joiuon I
of colcolc rnd trom tle Nortlr.y d Bot! +4 .8ot$ IFdl rticl t Jtf I
lio Orl j crstcra lorCcr. 

- ' rullh ol Columblr Strcl
.t tiink itt sondcrtul ltt rbot slu tl. tlrt terg.t sDdfvbbl 

I

ud"-Ji[.'b-dt"tt 
-; 

Aiat-.€3i: atd r'ecrd smdlcr '|tldlyirilc LyoD| ]
ffii"ifi;Bdht Ed-oi rie cooinr t'id 'bout 500 bd!" !'d ut* pt I
n trtclud grorta. 

' 
ryF tot.tll:t'r: I

i*r"tt i Eutr trr ;'t d .!. --H.-.4d. th: dgqry! lrd ,hc'!nrf';iiiiir""o o"qqo"" hi$1913 1ffi.,",,J:":ffi"Hxr# [Tbuild 30{ tou!6 00 l9l Sctc! Dcltca
iii,irfiii*srt-i'*a- 

-uoght 
iloed cru& lctcs llncr h'd b€G! Glteoded 10

;-d;ftr[;irei6n i-E!1gt a .' . oq Eosilqlrrr..ecmJ t rn str
.: Aldrtelt Planncr Mrty Burta t.ld ,

T[r lbtl€-fsmily detrcled lors€s f,iqo 
"t 

ZIOiO ;t 
" 

ot'rcsid;itetit
ofoDably triU trstG |! c63 m|!l ,otr€d laad in ttc .f!r t|' !ndcv.l'
ilm,om'to fr50,000, Bob wdrh of c.T. ogcd. Tlc a*r rlro imlude. e S6urcrc
i{ds A6scirt€+ nbo b ded8tri08 tbc dductrirl zose r[d a 5llacrc busi8qr
project,!.id. tonqshesaid. I

Elllc ho propos€d I vari€ty ol u!e! The other atea sith lartc trac6 01"'
lor ttrc tand that hrw bec! rcJectcd u1dgvsl.p€d land k in tbe lgrg, RoaS.
bccause of oDDositioo lrom rrridcDl* Pto! Bulh rr!a. wl Gtr allo har gotte! '
Sev.rsl yGsR- ego [c fellcd ln ib inqeac€d etlertio[ Irom dcv.lopcrr.

t ' l



g. Route 9 j .s also the major access roadway through one -of
the Largest areas of  undeveloped lands in the Town of
Co lon ie .

See  a t tached  newspaper  a r t l c l e  f o r  a  desc r iP t i on  o f  j us t

one smal l  housing project being planned for the area'
The Tovtn of  coroi ie e- lannlng aoaia 1s present ly conslder lng
about 5OO addj. t ional  s lngle fami lY homes for the area --

on  on l y  one  sma l l  sec t l on  o f  t he  i ands  ava i l ab le  fo r

deve lopment .

I n  e f fec t ,  t h i s  i nc rease  i n  hous ing  w i l t  a l so  i nc rease

traf f ic densi t ies on Route 9 and need for a lower speed

I  i n l t .

Act ion Group urges you to insist  uPon
DOT that includes a recomnendat ion that

from old Loudon Road to the AlbanY/
lowered from 55 mPh to 45 mPh.

Our Boght corununity
a responsible rePlY from
the Route 9 sPeed I iltlit
Saraloga county Line be

Route 9 is no! a l imited
broad grassed median dlv iding
as such r . t i th resPect to speed

Very truly Yours t

rbrdal 61".J

access interstate hlghi . 'ay with a
str ip and should not be considered

Norbert  . f .  Blum, President
BOGHT COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP

L4
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FourE o SccxE - An Arbany couple is ptac€d in an ambur.ncE 
"ffiaffiffi"?,frffiwrecl(age. ot th€ir cer In the forsground. tni clrton park woman wno droy6 tho car at r6ft digr€quire admittanca tc a hospital aft6r the accident In Hlltmoon Monday.

L
l
t

Three hurt in two-car accident on Route
ItAlfllooN - A trccrr |.cid.!t

Moodey iajurd t!r.. pcogL, tro of
t[.rn rcdoorly, attsl tlr t|'o ecuclcl
couidcd ri$ !|c! otilt trica oo
Routr 9, Ssrtol. Co{lty rlairfs
d€p| irt||itl

Rogcr P. Bomb.rdicr, {1. ot a0 &
M.i! Avr" Albuy, rd !|r |a'rrr{b
dfq Merb. rcrc tdr! l,o Atbuy
Mcdbl C.d.r f,adtd dr.! O. &ta
p.!t. rcrid.ll dcputh. Iid. not r
Bool|rdic? rar lhtrxl h !.rion!
c[orlitior riilG Mr?iG rar i! ,air
ctDditioo latr Moodry, r lcpitd

rpotaorrus sri4
lt! &iear ol UG rccoaat c|f.

Rictard /L 8e!atey, 31, o( t3 Ct€a&oot
Driv!, CU&o! Patt rr ulc! to
Alb y Mcd for tr!|tmcot but ra! lot
dn ttr4 said Pltg Pitcitr, rhc
bcptatl tpoklxorle!.

Acconlilt to ro aceidat rtgct bv
Dcpury Dri cl J. Ku!! rqi CtiA
D:pnty Chrlrtogncr UotTdL botb thc
Bonb.rdiq! rtrd Bcotlcy rcrc lcedad
aoru or RoutC I, irllt Crra th.
utat! ctioo riti Rouh g16. ri& thc
Eoraoatdicl!' car l.edirg

Ar F4cr 8oolanli.r rlorcd ti!
to melr r ldt bI! bb e driy!.
8€odryl c|r tTd tt L.d vdic
thr r€rs, caudng it to rpt! ilto
souttbound h!.!' $r rcFrt :
8€otlctt c|r oco c||c| tb 86
dicrs c.r nAd.oo, @Ua trid.

Tlc coqplo !:d !o !. pd.d t
u.it c.r Dy firdida{s ftoo
Hallmooo ard T:lt Ctr*cot
deparlmela$ dcputica raid.

8€ruct mr cit d lof fou,ori[l
cldse, degutier !ai4
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t0l0 ltat lodon Rod.

Cob",", llat loaA t&ig

lhrdL I I' 1989

engharnlrr7 atd Platu&r* 0aFaAuA

7*t ol Cob"b
42 rtbcull3d.
ln&q l\atYoaA l2ll0

Subi$rt {48ad$
?rcWl b Aalaag2 Rour2 ? tre EogLr nod b Poiz 7
b e Six-Lonc lll4Aray

OL Faila* fh^al 10, t?&, @ azceivd, a ' ao lw a /elJa! fugLl
a.aifutut r2gadlr,* e pryl b t,Ae plor,it ou n*y'tbu\d.
Ir tudiaret daf fiz
Tan o{ CobrL" uill 6e.wtitrg' on *\ia pvpa.{ lbtdtb lh'nrA It
l?&; ud 4 &i. p4tFal 'i4 aceptd, try uLLl go fo 4e' na'f'
.fr# tlatll w /uaEi:td, A,it aao, w M rc nda, ol $ia popal

Uc hue lArd. af, $i^t toa.tion ai^cz lW, qd i.t il a veny ni.ea,
@n'e, uih le qe#ion o{ tb il0llll/fil, uAi-ci ia on inaoLt
b *\z Tut ol (obile, aailzd+

7*{P* onfla& ? i4 tu lata nat t A .it-lore A4luuy uLLl E/.c.
U l&r2". lledha4 b ap w anz uiolot)gt o@, b *\i.
pvpailit,\ d Ue m NT WT n PU AWIIMTW fl f(fT FW{T& t

Uh* upli2 ue, rcl infod. ol &ia deolria, c].ange b att cmuiAl
Ile d$idtu)y wlc tMil'b *\zt popatan

G_tw,QfuL
(onot ail.Ihwld. Keilz

e: fu^hAtsl-llu
garc#. Rqrrdr^
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March 13, 1989
1044 loudc,n Road
cohoes, !,ler*York 12047
(s18) 785-6597

!b. Robert !{it$e11
272 l€xrell Road
Iatllam, NY U110

Dear lr,tr. l.titchelll

I€ stard fi:mly opposed to tlle new prposals for the Projected Boght
develol Ent resufting fron ttre Clolgh Harbour Ass€iates I stud:t'

this proposal lepresents the utter disregard for lc'rrg established. resident.ls
propeiryl the o<istirq envitonrent arrt p'roper$r val:e ' rt derncnstrates
gre;t GdiffererEe tcroara tfre PeoPIe $,tro ccrnprise the Boght area'

Gre railroadirq of tltis proposed developnent Prcrotes tlte decline ard
death of a lorrely srrbrrban cqnun-ity.

Torrr officials slpr:ld reassss tlreir loyallies: tov,ard tlreir constituency' s

real needs, ard reevaLuate tiris harrnfuL proposal.

I.{e have cornted on yctr to u$irld orr vested interests in orr hcfiEs ard
ccmmrnity. Please support uli nc[.t.

Sincerely, t

)),7-',/ra'--te/*,ffr'*""
l,brbn ard Ellen I'{cEluain

-ffi$
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llarch 13, 1989
1044 loudon Road
Cohoes, No,rYork 12047
(518) 78s-6597

I'lr. Robert laibhell
272 Max\^rc11 Road
Iatllarn, NY 12110

Dear Mr. l4itctell:

I€ stand finnly opposed to t}le nq, proposals for tlre projected Boght
develoSxnent resulting frc[l the Clough Harbour Associates' study.

I?lis proposal represents ttre utter disregard for long est-abl-ished resident:s
Property, the existing environnen! ard properby value. It de{rcnstrates
gtreat irdj,fference tcr^rard the peopLe wllo ccnu)rise the Boght area.

Tt€ raikoadilg of this proposed develotrEnt prorptes tlre decline arrl
death of a lcnzely suburban canrnmity.

Tqddr officials stDul.d reassess tlreir J.oyaltles: tov;ard their constituency's
reaL needs, ard reevaluate this harmful propal.

I{e have q:nrnted on you to. uphol-d our vested interests in our hdrEs ard
ccmnwlity. Please support. us ncftJ.

Sincerely, f

)rr,,67/"€- --
Itbrton ard ELlen McElwain



Rcbert !4itdEll
egineerfuq & Planninq scierpes oegaragt
272 Hawel1 Road
Iatlrah, Nar York 122L0

Ear lt{r. Ittitdlell;

I€ arie writirg regardjrg t}!e pesible videjlirg of licute 9. I{e
rcce!*1y p:rerasea a rst hcrE in Bcqht colTElts. one of the uain reasons oe
cnrce to 

"Cay 
itt t}le axea uas tle cttaracber of the ccnnlrity. A six-lare

hi$*ny r'rcufa Ararqe tlnt ccnpletely. Ide avoided tuyirq prrperty in Cllfton
ertc lecause of i:lE tJ:afflc ard tlte hi$ttuays. t'Ie feai tlle elcra IaE uilr
orrly serwe to irsease traffic. If pecple are looldry for-a 'rs.4Er hidlwayu
Urry bave the Nortttl,ay as an aLternative. fhe jrsrease rpise level fisl tie
aaitfcraf b:-affic r"rrrfa afso be verlz dj ect ionable- A@ss to side roads off
Rorte t hruId be et<tra:\ alifficdt ard dargercrrs.

l{e atso &ject, to tbe way t}pse prcpeafs uer€ presPrtt€d. lbe uhole
natter vas very seaetirre. It r*as rDt elten Pcted at the ltrdn lla1l.

Please count us ag trp residents cFPc€d to tne c:harge on Rdrte 9.

RD *1 - 7 lbrest Avsue
dres, New Yort 12047

l{aEtr 10, 1989

Sirerely,

:t*-* #'fta^/
Lcuise L. Lifford

.'&-*^aW"/
Fian D. LiffoEd
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Mr .  Pe te r  P la t t ,
To$tn of  Colonie
272  Maxwe l l  Road
Latham, New York

chairman
P lann ing  Board

t2210 March  7 ,  1989

Re: Boght Community,
Generic Environmental  I tnpact Statement

Dear  Mr .  P la t t ,

KindIy accept rny heart fel t  appreciat ion for the outstanding
Boght Conununity Generic Environmental  fnpact Statement prepared
by Clough Harbour & Associates.

I  can only wish that s i tn i lar  comprehensive studies had been
made on the Latha[ Circ le area, along Route 9 from Dunsbach Ferry
Road to l4axrrel  I  Road, many years ago before the uncontrol lable
conmercial  a leve loptnents occurred throughout the "mLracle mi le"
that was so proudly proclairned 20 years ago. I t  is too late for
that now and krhatever the Planning Board has created in thls
area --  f rom vl-sual  chaos to asphalt  jungle --  l . t i l l  stand for
many years as testament to genlus with each shoPPing tr ip.

The Boght Cornnunity Action Group w45 formed for the prinary
purpose of prevent ing this planning madness from devastat ing the
Boght comnunity.  The Clough Halbour & Associates study is a
major step in the r ight dlrect ion to prevent this f rom happening,
Their  study contains the seeds for a t ruly wonderful  conmunity in
years to come. I  personal ly eongratulate each and every member
of your planning board who has worked so hard to achieve this goal
on our beha I  f .

Further,  I  have'read the report  and provide the fol lowing'
for your assistance:

a. Boqht Conmunitv Residents

Flrst  and foremost,  I  fu l ly support  al l  the diverse views
of other residents throughout the Boght conmunity. the
fact that I nay have overlooked sonething in my comments
does not mean that I agree with the report or disagree'  
l r i th conments by other residents.  Regardless of  horr
emotional ,  or seemingly insigni f icant,  I  total ly agree
rr i th each of thelr  vLewpoints.

You nay add ny endorsement to each of theLr let ters and
verbal conments received.

g.  S I .Y \ r ' IEW DRI I , I  IdBs |T c o l l o t a g ,  N E w  Y o R K  r c o 4 ?



GEfS Connents,  Cont inued

b. Study Area Fr inges

c .

The study only narginal ly touched upon fr inge area impacts
such  as  veh icu la r  g r i d lock  a t  La tham C i r c le  f rom an
addit ional  3,000 cars from Route 9 North dur ing the next
10  yea rs .  T ra f f i c  dens l t l es  tend  to  i nc rease  egua l l y
along converging roadways. Since there are four major
roadways converging at  Latham Circle,  i t  is  reasonable to
expec t  an  add i t i onaL  L2 ,000  ca rs  a t  t h i s  l oca t i on  - -  f ou r
t imes  the  3 ,000  l nc rease  p ro jec ted  fo r  Rou te  9  Nor th .

How is this t raf f ic to be handled rdi thout requlr inq a
najor expansion of  the circ le by DOT and even greater
colr | I f lercial  growth and subsequent increases in t raf f ic
congest lon?

AIso, the study does not appear to include resident ial
and comrnercial  developments along the outside fr inges
of the study area. There are many new homes being bui l t
a long Sparrowbush Road, for example'  and a major expansion
of Lathan CircIe Shopping Center present ly bej .ng constructed-
These and other f r inge developments can and wi l l  have a
profound inpact on the area --  s igni f icant ly adding to the
lnpact loads to be generated from the Eoght community
study area.

To what extent have these addit ional  impacts been included
in the Clough l larboui study? Instead of a projected
lnc rease  o f  3 ,000  ca rs  on  Rou te  9  Nor th ,  t he re  cou ld  be
5 ,000  - -  20 ,000  a t  La than  c i r c le  - -  when  cons ide r inq  the
addit ional  t raf f ic commercial  development generates fron
outside the area.

By l ln i t ing i tsel f  solely to tshe study area, I  susPect
that f r inge area impacts have ei ther been ignored or
minirnlzed. As a resul t ,  I  suspect that tnany of the reportrs
conclusions are also mininal  or conservat ive.

Al ternate Route 7 (Route 7)

One of the pr inary reasons for Al ternate Route 7,  as set
forth by the New York State Department of Transportation
Environmental  Inpact Statement several  years ago, was that
the roadr.ray would reduce traffic volumes on major roadways
throughout Latham, watervl iet ,  and the surrounding area.

This has not happened, of  course, and traf f ic volumes in
Latham today are considerably hlgher --  and lncreasing
each year --  than before Al ternate Route 7 was constructed.



GEIS Comments,  Cont inued

c .  Con t inued

why? Because Alternate Route 7 increased the value of
corunercial  zoned propert ies in Latham and fostered the
cornmerclal  develoPments vJhich have occurred since that
t lme. To a lessel  extent,  the same roadway increased
the value of  resident iat  zoned lands \dhich are now under
pressure for deve loPment.

When does this grovtth end? For hovt nany years can the
Town of colonie expect Boght coNnunity residents to id ly
stand by and vtatch their  neighborhood cotrununity given
ove r  to  the  n i l t i ons  o f  do l l a rs  genera ted  fo r  commerc ia l
and resident ial  develoPers?

I low much longer do you exPect us to accede to your planning
phi losophy that states, "Anyone can bui ld anything they
want to in the Town of Colonle because the Planning Boardrs
role is not to evaluate the val id i ty of  any Proposal" '  I t
is  Precisely this Phi losoPhy whlch generated the need for
LUI4AC, that ivas 25 years overdue, and exact ly this phi l -
osophy which has created the "miracle mi le" in Latham'

Along qt i th many other Boght corununity resldents,  f
vehemently opPose any further addi t lonal  cotnmerci-a I
develoPment of  Route 9 North.  Your Planning Board has
l i teral ly sold the Latham community to any and every
conmerci l l  buslness that has ever wanted to bui ld anythlng
whatsoever.

I t  ls ludicrous to think that Latham belongs to the Town
o f  Co lon le  o r  i t s  res iden ts .  I ns tead ,  i t  be longs  to  DOT
nhich maintains one of the greatest stretches of asphalt
to be found anywhere in the northeast and every corunercial

-  enterpr lse that owns or leases a piece of land in the
v i sua l  j ung le .

These are the owners of  Latham.

How long must we l ive vt i th these intolerable traf f ic
condit ions before someone stands up and says, "Enough
is enough !  "

d.  Transportat lon

In addilion to the corunents above, the clough Harbour
study nakes no nent ion of  s idewalks --  another sure
indicat ion of  the extent given to resldents and their
needs .



GEIS Comments,  Cont inued

Cont inued

letrs have sidewalks! I f  r . \ te are going to lnvest al l  th is
money for cornmunity inprovements,  residents throughout the
Boght area should be given sidewatks as a necessary form
of human transportat ion: walk j .ng.

what we have in the Town of Colonie,  and esPecial ly in
Lathan, is a town given over completely to the automobl le.
I t  is impossible to go an)rwhere in this suburban sprawl.
ht i t l iout gett ing into an automobi le and dr iv ing --  contr ib-

d .

u t ing  to  n i t rous  ox ide  (No- )  and  ca rbon  d iox ide  (COr )
po l l u tan ts ,  t he  g reenhouse^e f  f ec t ,  g loba l  hea t i ng ,  en
general  c levastat lon of  planet Earth (see TII*18 Planet
the  Year :  Our  Endangered  Ear th ,  2  Jan .  1989) .

o f

Transportat ion issues are not conf ined to t raf f lc volunes,
as indicated by the Clough Harbour report ,  but must also
incoprporate ecological  issues that threaten both ourselves
and the future of  humanity.

The Tohrn of  Colonie can no longer af ford planning by
ignorance and nust begin to stand up and be counted among
the responsible commtini t ies of  Earth.  we must have side-
walks,  ecological ly sensi t ive neighborhoods, an energy
eff ic ient shopping and transporat ion system, and everything
else reguired for human gro\^rth and developnent for the 21st
cen tu ry .

Anythlng less than this can be expected to foster the
global environmental  destruct ion we are al l  workingf so hard
to preveht.

Wi ldt  l fe

The Clough l larbour statement that,  'Due to the migratory
patterns and abi l i ty to ut i l ize a large range, i t  is
di f f icul t  to ident i fy bird species that inhabit  the si te.
For this reason, a l ist  of  birds has not been compi led."
is a copout in ecoLogical  responsibi l i ty.

It does not take much imagination to know that the area
supports pheasants,  quai l ,  owls '  robinsr bluejays, nut-
hatches, cardinals,  sparrows, morning doves, hawks, mocking
birds and several  dozen other sPecies of  birdr i fe --  a l l
of  which are endangered by the renoval of  habi tat  that r , t i l l
occur as a resul t  of  develoPments.

e .



cEIS Comrnents,  Cont inued

Pr io r i t i es

The pr ior i t ies of  the Town of Colonie Planning Board are
clear ly evident for the Latham area in what has been
bui l t  there. These pr ior i t ies are business and commercial
developtnent,  automobi les and vehicular t raf f ic,  v isual
chaos and environmental  confusion. Thls is c lear ly
evidlent for everyone to see. Latham has become r,tha t it is
--  the clearest demonstrat ion of  planning by ignorance.

These pr ior i t ies have nothing r . {hatsoever to do wigh
residents.  The pr ior i t ies have to do with comnelcial
i n te res ts  and  bus iness  oppor tun i t i es ,  money  and  p ro f i t s .
The pr ior i t ies have to do with making Latham the shopping
center of  the northeast,  to at tract  as many people and
cars as posslble into f ,atham, to foster and develop as
much noney as possible fo!  those with business interests
in the Latham area.

This is the denonstrated real i ty the Planning Board has
created for Latham as a resul t  of  these pr ior i t ies over
the  pas t  20  yea rs .

And  i t  i s  sad . . . t r u l y  sad ,

WE M NO? WANT THESE PRIORITIES IN THE BOGHT COI{!,IUII I TY !

Too many people have seen l rhat the Plannlng Board has
created in Latham and they rrant no part  of  i t  1n the
Boght.  The Town of Colonie can no longer af ford plannlng
by ignorance and defaul t  - -  by sett ing commercial ,  business,
automobi le,  v isual  chaos, and environrnental  confusion
pr ior l t les above the greater human needs of area residents.

We have the right to expect a co ununity that is based upon
a conpletely new and di f ferent set of  pr lor i t les.  we have
a r ight to be heard and expect to be heard!

* The Boght does not need another two lanes of t raf f ic
on Route 9 north of  Columbia Street Extension.

I t  Ls reconmended that these two tanea of t raf f ic be
bul l t  Eouth of  Hoffman's PIayland, leading into
Loudonvi I Ie,  where residents there can enjoy the
benef i ts of  Plannlng Board pr lor l t les for a fe\r  decades.

* we have wi ld l i fe in the Boght,  agr lcul tural  lands,
many residents,  an ecological  environment and al l  th ls
needs to be protected from endangerment.

t .



GEfS Colunents,  Cont inued

T . cont inued

we desperately
w i l d l i f e  we  do
endangered. fn
protect ing on ly

Boght CoNnunity resldents have a r ight to these
as taxpayers and voters in the Town of colonie.

Boght comnunity residents have no intent ion of
id ly and hratching the same planning pr ior i t ies
ruined Latham also ruin their  comnunity.

We have residents who deserve the r ight to ser'rers before
any thought is glven to sewers for projected developments.

* we have resldents vrho have the r ight to dr ive in and
out of  their  drtveways on Route 9 North,  wi thout the
fea r  o f  be ing  h i t  o r  k l l l ed  by  unca r ing  mo to r i s t s '
before thought is given to addlng 5,000 more cars a
dav  to  the i r  wo r r i es .

p  r l  o r l t  i es

s i t t i ng  by
that have

S. Pocket Parks

Theae are an excel lent idea and any amenit ies of  th ls k ind
- -  bu i l t  i n to  the  p rog ram and  spec i f i ca l l y  f o r  res iden ts
--  should be incorporated in al l  the plans. Both chi ldren
and'adults need places in the neighborhood, within easy
walking distance, for playground act iv i t ies and gett ing
c lose  to  na tu re .

need to thlnk in terms of Protect lng the
have in the Boght -- before thev become

todayrs world,  we can no longer af ford
those species that are endangered.

is nenta I

After three decades of global  environmental  destruct lon,
there is absolutely no excuse for a Planning Board not to
recognize their  ecological  resPonslbi  I  i t ies.

h.  Solar Enerqv

As an archi tect ,  I  know for a fact  that every house in the
Town of colonie could have been bui l t  wl th considerably
greater energy ef f ic iency --  at  no addLt ional  construct ion
cost --  th lough a greater a\rareness and use of passlve solar
energy.

I  a lso know that the Planning Board, as wel l  as the Bul ld ing
Department and other town off ic ia ls '  cannot requlre that
bui ld ings be solar des igned.



GEIS Corunents,  Cont inued

h. cont lnued

But what the Planning Board can do --  and should do --  is
strongly encourage the use of solar energy In bul ld lnq
design. There could be sorne form of credi ts given to
developers employing solar heat ing methods and techniques
-- i f  nothing more than publ ic recognit lon that would.
prove benef ic ial  ln some rtay.

The Neet York State Energy of f ice could be used as an
important resource for technicat informat ion, possible
tai  credi t  or grant st imulants,  or other forms of
ass i s tance  to  deve loPers  and  bu l l de rs -

char les Gupt i I I  bui l t  the f i rst  solar home in the United
states in Lne Boght,  and what better Place than to hundreds
of energy ef f ic ient solar hones that contr ibute to an
ecological  solut lon to our envj . ronnental  problems than
cont inuing the v/aste of  valuable fossi l  fuel  energy
resources that Pol lute the atmosphere by increased levels
of carbon dioxide, the greenhouse effect ,  and global
temperature vtarming.

i .  G loba l  De fo res ta t l ons

We can al l  do sonething about our global  environmental
ene rgy  c r i s i s  !

Part  of  the Problem, as most PeoPle know by novt,  is the
vast cutt ing and removal of  t rees that 13 takinq place
al l  over the vror ld.  Trees consune carbon dloxide and
produce oxygen. AtmosPheric scient ists ale certaln the
global tetnperature wi l l  increase 2 C to I  c dur lng the
next century.  An est imated 60t of  th is problem, brought
on by the greenhouse effect ,  is caused by increaslng
levels of  Co? r thich cannot be absorbed by trees due to
g loba l  de fo rEs ta t i ons .

I t  would be the ecological  th ing to do for the Planning
Board to work out a \,tay to assure the Preservation of as
many trees as Possl .ble --  and require developers to provide
two trees for everY tree retlolgq.

We
for
and
to
who

can no longer af ford to indiscr imanate ly raPe the land
econonic greed! We are members of a global conmunity
must begin to recognlze that i t  is  our EesPonsibi l i ty

save the Earth --  not the responsibi l l ty of  our chi ldren
r,{1l l  inher i t  the mess we have created.
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j .  Sunmarv .

The basic Planning issue in the Boght Cornmunity is the
cons t i t u t i ona l  r i gh t  o f  a  c i t i zen  to  have  P ro tec t i on
frorn the intruslve act ions of  goverrunent.

The Town of Colonie,  through i ts Planning Board, has
intruded uPon the r ights of  every ci t izen to a Li fe of
peace and pr ivacy free frorn the intrusions of  people
irom other communit ies.  By al lowing Latham to be
developed as a major co[unercial  shopping and business
dist l ict  in the northeast,  the Town of Colonie has
encouraged people from throughout the greater caPitaI .
Distr ic i  and beyond to descend uPon the Latham comrnunity
at the expense of area horneowner residents '

An est lmated 75t of  the vehicular t raf f lc in tathaR is
dr iven by non-residents ldho l ive outside a three-mi le
radius f iom Latharn Circte '  The numerous lanes of t raf f ic
on Route 9,  betvreen Lathan Circ le and Dunsbach Ferry Road,
vrould not be necesEary i f  th is fact  stere not t rue'  The
Town of Colonie has at lowed Latham to be developed for the

. shopplng and economic convenience of PeoPle who l ive-
out; ide the alea --  intruding upon the const i tut ional
r lghts of  c i t izen taxPayer residents to a co[ununity of
peace and Privacy.

These intrusive act lons by town government have resul ted
in a cornmunity r . rhere greater benef i ts are enjoyed by
those who ttve outside of Latham and the Tovtn of Colonie
than those l . tho l ive within these environs. Latham has
been al lowed to develop as a convenient tocat ion for
conunelcial  development,  to the enjoytoent of  commercial
developers,  wi th total  dLsregard to Latham homeowner
residents that are forced to cope \r i th these intrusions
by vehicles and people outside the Lathan community '

I t  is  suggested that 30* of  Latham commercial  developments
be closed down for a 309 reduct ion in t raf f ic along Route
9 fron Colunbia Street Extension to Boght Road. This wi l l
enable the Boght conmunity to be develoPed r"ithout having
to construct tr,to ne\t lanes of traffic. There is nothing
ludicrous or ttrong wlth tearing buildings down to make way
for new develoPments.  Professlonal demol i t ion exPerts
are funpottant contractors in the buildlng industry.

Bui ld ings can be demol lshed as easi ly as they can be
constructed, in fact  easier,  and r iPPing down is equal ly
important as bul ld ing uP.



GEfs Conunents,  Cont inued

The clough l larbour report  is a long and detai led comprehensive
study of  the Boght Community about to be developed within the next
20  yea rs .  I t  i s  an  ou t l l ne  p lan  fo r  t he  fu tu re  and  these  GEIS
conments are only able to touch upon the highl ights of  concern'

There are many, nany residents within the Boght Conmunlty
who, for one reason or another,  are unable to exPress themselves
and would whole heartedly agree vr l th these GEfS conments.  I
speak  fo r  t hese  peop le  as  we l l  as  myse l f .

The Town of Colonie Plannlng Board and DePartment has a long
and di f f icul t  task ahead in the development of  the Boght community.
Each indiv idual  has my heart fel t  t rust  and appreciat lon for the
many hours of  dedicated work that has already gone into the Project.

f  can only hope that the dedlcat lon cont inues by br inging the
seeds of the excel lent Clough Harbour report  into f rui t ion and
success .

With best wishes,

.l*U.-tqt*l
Norbert  J.  Blum, Archl tect
Past-President Boght Conmunity Acti-on GrouP



STATE OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT oF TRANS.oRTATIoN

A4 HOLLAND AVENUE
A L B A N Y ,  N . Y .  1 2 2 O A

iD)
tiJ

idAR 2,1 ?989

'tOUt]iJ h.ANBOUR & ASSOCJA

FRANKLIN E, WHITE
C O M M I S S I O N E R

Frl-FTrtz: r '
E'.:r.IJ/l: i'  : ,11,

INDENCE

T H o M A S  C .  W E R N E R .  P E
REGToNAL DlREcroR

M a r c h  2 0 ,  1 9 8 9

Mr.  Lar ry  Woods
Sen ior  Env i ronmenta l  P lanaer
C  l o u g h ,  H a r b o u r  &  A s s o c i a t e s
24 Av ia t ion  Road
B o x  5 2 6 9
Albany ,  New York  12205

R E : BOGI1T ROAD - CO1IIMBIA STREET
DGE IS

Dear Mr.  Woods:

In  response to  your  February  7  le t te r  regard ing  the  Boght  Road -  Co lumbia
St ree t  DGEIS,  rn 'e  wou ld  l i ke  to  submi t  the  fo l low ing  cornnents  i

1 .  Ex is t ing  Tra f f i c  In fo rmat ion  -  Count  in fo rmat ion  used in  the  s tudy  is
cons is ten t  \ t i th  NYSDOT data  ava i lab le  fo r  the  area ,  The cur ren t
opera t iona l  de f ic ienc ies  tha t  the  repor t  iden t i f ies  a re  be ing  rev iewed
by the  Reg iona l  Tra f f i c  and Safe ty  Croup to  ver i f y  whether  \ ie  concur
r t l th  those assessments  o f  the  adequacy  o f  the  Sta te  h ighway sys tem.

2 .  Popu la t ion  Pro jec t ions  -  Ten and twenty  year  deve lopnent  p ro jec t ions
a lways  conta in  a  s ign i f i can t  e leDent  o f  uncer ta io ty ,  We have no
a l te rna t ive  pro jec t ione to  o f fe r ,  bu t  we no te  the t  the  s tudy  aasumea
very  subs tan t ia l  inc reases  in  popu la t ion  and hous ing  over  the  nex t  t l ren ty
years .  We suggest  a  sens i t i v i t y  ana lys is  enp loy ing  o ther  assuEed gro t r th
ra tes  wou ld  be  benef lc la l  by  por t ray ing  a  range o f  poss ib le  fu tu res .

3 .  Tr ip  Genera t ion  and D i .s t r ibu t ion  -  The ne thodo l ig ies  re fe renced by  the
tex t  appear  reasonab le  fo r  th is  type  o f  ana lys ls .  A l though we do no t
have the  s ta f f  reaources  ava i lab le  to  ver i f y  the  repor t ' s  t rave l
s imu la t ions ,  we no te  tha t  the  TMODEL so f tvare  has  been used sucsess fu l l y
on  a  number  o f  Depar tme l t  app l i ca t ions .

A N  E A U A L  O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I T  Y  /  A  F  F  /  R  M  A  T  I  V  E  A C T I O N  E  I \ , 1  P L O Y E R
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4 . Future  Year  Tra f f i c  Ana lyses  -  For  the  fu tu re  years  1999 and 2eog,  a
nunber  o f  opera t iona l  de f ic ienc ies  v /e re  fo recas t  and cor respond ing
n i t i g a t i o n  n e a s u r e s  d e v e l o p e d .  A  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i t  o f  t h i s  t y p e
of  ana lys is  i s  tha t  i t  iden t i f ies  those cor r idors  r , , zhere  add i t iona l
r igh ts -o f -way may be  requ i red  to  suppor t  fu tu re  needed improvements .
Such in fo rmat ion  shou ld  gu ide  growth  management  s t ra teg i .es  such as  se tback
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a c c e a s  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  d e v e l o p e r  f i n a n c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,
e t c .  A s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t ,  a  m e c h a n i s m  s h o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r o
in i t ia te  an  on-go ing  t ra f f i c  mon i to r ing  progran and per iod ic  t ra f f i c
i m p a c t  u p d a t e s .  T h e s e  r , r o u l d  s e r v e  t o  t r i g g e r  p r o j e c t s  a t  c r i t i c a l
loca t lons  as  prescr ibed t ra f f i c  th reshho lds  are  reached.

Transpor ta t ion  Sys ten  Managernent  (TSM)  -  Programs such as  r ide-shar ing ,
vary ing  qTork  hours  and encourag ing  t rans i t  usage are  pronoted  in  the
repor t  as  p rov id ing  some measure  o f  re l ie f  to  fu tu re  t ra f f i c  congest iou .
T} le  Depar tment  i s  a  s t rong proponent  o f  non-h ighway cons t ruc t ion  TSM
m e a s u r e s  a n d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  o f f e r  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r
p o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  h e r e .

5 .

Overa l1 ,  the  DGEIS prov ides  a  good s ta r t ing  po in t  fo r  iden t i f y ing  and dea l ing
L7 i . th  ex is t ing  and energ ing  t ranspor ta t ion  issues  in  the  s tudy  area .  I t
can  be  used as  a  gu ide l ine  fo r  loca1 land use dec is ions ,  and as  a  base l ine
for  an  on-go ing  t ra f f i c  mon i to r ing  progran.

We thank you for the opportunity to colnment oo this document. I,Ie look forward
to  work ing  w i th  the  Tor . 'n  o f  Co lon ie  and o ther  invo lved par t ies  to  f ind
w o r k a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  a r e a r s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e e d s .

vgQ' cruly yours,

{'a-tU e----
Richard  W.  Car  l  son
Di rec tor ,  P lann ing  & Deve lopment

RllC : p sb

cc i  F .  F ie ld ,  Town o f  Co loo ie ,  A lbany  County  P lann ing
J .  Poorman,  Cap i ta l  D is t r i c t  T ranspor ta t ion  Cof in i t tee
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: r ' .  : : r - r-) ,  / {oocis.  AICP
:en ;c r  ' : nv r  r cnmenr ,3 i  :  l  l nne :
I  I  ou-qn Harbour and Associa:es
: .1  Av ia+ . i on  Rcad ,  Box  5269
A i  banv ,  i l ew  Yc rk  1 :205

lear f,lf. ;,ioods:

Re :  Sener ' 1c  Env r rcnmenra l  I npac - -  ! : a temenr  -  3ogh t  Road
Col umbi a Street Area

- l i s  e i t e r  - s  t o  exDress  : he  c rnce rns  o f  i he  l l o r r n  : : ; J : r 3
:en t ra l  Schoc l  l i s t r ' r c !  rega rq rng  : : - , e  , rDac r  . i  p rcDoses
ieve l comen t  i n  t he  above -  re fe  renced  s tudy  a rea .  ? lease  t : i : e
; ro te  o f  t he  rev i sed  es t ima tes  rega rd ing  en ro l lmen ts ,  as
compared  to  i . hose  i n  my  le t te r  o f  December  9 ,  1988 ,  J rven
your  c la r i f i ca t i on  o f  t he  C lough  Harbour  p ro jec t i cns  fo r
1999 .

S tuden t  En ro l lmen ts  -  P resen t  d ' i s t r i c t  p ro jec t i ons  i nd i ca te  a
student populat ion growth of  991 students by September 1998.
The Clough Harbour study projects 1646 addit ional  students by
September 1999, f rom the studv area alone. The schools '
p ro jec t i ons  cove r  t he  en t i re  d i s t r i c t  and  j t  i s  no t  pcsc i : l e
fo r  me  to  i so la te  tha t  pc r t i on  o f  t he  991  p roJec ted  fo r :he
s tudy  a rea .  Su f f i ce  1 t  t o  say ,  i he  rnoac !  : i  l ave l ccmer . r  ' :

l he  s tudy  a rea ,  wh ich  3 lough  Harbour  es t ima ta  i o  be  l es
ce rcen t  h ighe r  t han  p resen t  d i s t r i c i  p ro jec t tons ,  , v i  l ' l  be
bo th  s rgn i f i can t  and  nega t i ve  fo r  t he  schoo ls  and  the
:axpayers who support  75+ percent cf  the school budget.

Such unrestr ' ic ted deveiopment \ . /ould not only entai l  added
cos ts ,  bu t  wou ld  have  g rea t  impac t  on  such  schoo l  qua l i t y
fac to rs  as  c lass  s i ze ,  i ns t ruc t ' j ona l  spaces ,  and  s tab i l i t j ,  o f
at tendance areas. As regards t ,he lat ter factor,  the
pr incipal  strengths of  the i , lor th colonie community reside in
' j t s  sma l l ,  pe rsona l ,  ne ighborhood  schoo ls  and  respons i ve
local  government.  Unbridled growth, wj th l ts at tendant
disrupt ions, detracts f rom these qua' l  i ty features of  the
commun i t y  and  i t s  schoo ls .

Spec i f i ca l1y ,  such  i nc reased  en ro ]  lmen t  g rowth  j n  t he  Bcgh t
area would have the fol lowing impact on our schools:

Elementarv -  334 more students by 1999 than current ly
proJected. This Hould requlre construct ion of  an

. J  \ ,  I  i l  r , _ _ .

, . ; r l l : .  i l 3 9
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I Seneri  c Ei lv i ronmenEal Imoac! S:Jtemen.,

add i t rona i  K -6  schoo l .  ; he  es t ima leC . cs ' .  c i  : i i cn  3
fac i l i t y ,  based  cn  1989  dc l l ; r s  and  cons t ruc t l cn  : cs t s ,
i s  $  7  n t l  l i on .  The  recu r : ' r n3  annua i  pe rsonne l  ccs ts  

"os ta f f  such  a  fac i l i t v  wou ld  be  on  the  c rde ! -  o f
$  l . 25  m i  I  l . i on .

Grades  7  and  I  - : n  g rades  7  and  8 ,  t he  add i+ .13na l  1 i0
s tuden ts  wou ld  requ i re  a t  l eas t  4  c lass rooms  in  add i i ' : cn
tc  those  ca l l ed  fo r  rn  cu r ren t  expans ion  p lans ,  : no  

"hefu l l - t ime  equ iva ' l en t  o f  a t  l eas t  5  teachers .  G iven
today ' s  ave rage  cos ts  f c r  c  j ass i ' oom add i t i cns  and
presen t  t eacher  sa la ry  and  bene f i t s  ccs ts ,  t he  do l l a r
impac t  a t  t he  j un io r  h igh  schoo l  l eve l  i s  p ro jec ted  3 . t
app rox ima te l y  $800 ,00C.

Crades  g -12  -  0u r  : l r r en t  p : - c jec t : cns  rnd i ca te  n ,  neeo
fo r  added  space  i n  g rades  9 -12  + "h rough  the  1990s .  I he
added 212 students drawn f i 'om your proiect icns would
create a housing problem for us.  I  would est imate 

"heneed for approximately 9 addit ional  c lassrooms and 1-1
s ta f f .  Added  cos ts  wou ld  be  i n  t he  v i c ln i t y  o f  $2
m l l l i on ,

Furthen, the clough Harbour study shows even iarger numbers
of school-age chi  ldren generated through proposed Cevelopment
in the study area, for the per iod 1999 to 2009. The school
distr ict  does not at tempt to project beyond a 1o-year per iod,
hence I  arn unable to connent def in ' i t ively on such impact.  I t
should be c1ear,  however,  that the resul t  for the schools and
lhe  taxpaye r  t v i l l  bs  equa l l y  nega t i ve .

Need for Elementarv School Si te -  I f  such deveiopment fcr  ' .he

Boght area is ul t lmately approved by the Toun, I  would
urge the Town to require deveiopers to make avai  lable tc lhe
school distr ict  at  least on€ l0 acre school s l te at
reasonable cost. I am prepared to recommend such site
purchase to the Board of  Educat ion. Upon Board approval  ,
pub l  i c  app rova l  v ia  re fe rendum o r  spec i f l c  budge t  l i ne  wou ld
bs reou I red .

c iven the projected resident ial  and corunercial  land use for
the study area, the school s i te should be in the area
east of  Boght Road and north cf  Route 7.  Ideal ' ly ,  such si te
would be located in the middle of  the largest development
proposed for that area, to al low for a maximum number of
student walkers,  and would not be ' isoiated from a signi f icant
port ion of  the neighborhood by a maior t raf f ic artery.
Further,  such naJor development should be required to provide
sidewalks to facl l i tate v/alk ' lng to school and/or playgrounds.
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; r n j ec l i cns  : ;  ; 3s ! s , ' : - = ' .  en reg  - - : : a t  r , he re  k : l l  be  s :9n : : i : : : :
j e f i a i t s  i c r  each  o f  t : : e  1C-yea r  : l 3nn rng  oa r ' rods  i ' o r  : : e
=choo l  d rs t : : ' : t .  - ence .  : t  i s  ' r ; noo r ' La l :  : a r  t he  Tc  i .  : . ,
Cea i i ng  w i th  i 3ve l cpe rs  - - i  a t t emDt  l c  mrn l r , t i ze  sucn  i 3 f  i : r - " s
:h ; ' ough  no re  con t i -o l l ec  C :ve logmen t ,  ; r '  + .he  asses : r i en t  : i
deve iope rs  c f  some co r t i on  o f  t he  resu l tan t  added  schcc l
- ^ a f a  r n  t - a  f l r n ! .  - , v V l S l U l i  - :  > i , ; j W t i I  5 l L g i 5 l r  ; r J g w c r  j r . 5 t

easemen ts  " : r  ' , r a1k ing  s : JCen ts ,  o r  t l e  I  i ke .

Conc lus ' i on  -  i t  i s  my  s t : -ong ly  l r e jd  cp ln i cn  i ha t  l he  i : i { n
: ; rus t  no t  a l l cw  fo r  s : . t ch  r l p rd  deve lopmen t  c f  t he  s t - rdy  a : , . a
as  i s  p ro jec led  by  the  C lough  Harbcu r  s tud ' , / ,  ' l -  o  co  sc  l i cu lC
be  t c  adva rse l y  a f fec t  : he  qua j i tY  o f  t he  f l c r . -h  Co lon ie
schoo ls  and  wou ld  excess i ve l v  Su rden  :he  d i s t i - i c r -  t axDavs , - .

l ne  commun i " . y  and  i t s  s :nco l s  aan  acccmmooa te  t c  reason3D le
Jrolr th and deveiopmenr.  Ihe school distr ict  srcrved i isel f
capab le  o f  dea l i ng  t l i t h  : r ch  g rowth  r : ' r  t he  1960s ,  : 1 thcu3h
r lo t  w i thou t  cons iCerab le  pa in  i n  t he  fo rm o f  l a rge  tax
inc reases  and  de fea led  schoo l  budge ts .  The  e+  pe rcen t  annua l
growth ' in school enrcl lment projected 1n the Clough Harbour
study is beyond t ,hat which is reasonable.

Please feei  f ree to contact me i f  I  can be of any further
ass . i s tance  i n  th l s  ma t te r .

char les  A .  /Bzuber la
Superi ntenuent of Schoo I s

c. Board of  Educat i  on
S. Tatro,  Town Aitorney
Dr ,  P ,  McManus
R.  ga ra

S ince re l y



THE IOI{N OF COLONIE COALITION OF HOHEOI{NERS ASSOCIATIONS

ALBANY COUNTY, NEW YORK

March  30 ,  198  9

Mr .  F red  F ie l d ,  J r .
Town  Superv i so r
Town  o f  Co lon ie
Memor ia l  Town  Ha I I
Newtonv i l l e ,  NY  L2 I28

Dear  F red .

In  rev iew ing  th i s  s tudy  the  Town
Horneowners  Assoc ia t i ons  wou ld  be
9  i n  the  Bogh t  A rea .

SUBJECT: CLOUGH HARBOUR ENVIRONMENTAL IUPACT
STUDY FOR THE BOGHT AREA

o f  Co lon ie  Coa l i t i on  o f
opposed  to  the  w iden ing  o f  Rou te

I t  i s  no t  c l -ea r  wha t  advan tage  wou ld  be  ach ieved  - -  wh i l e
bus inesses  Lnd  res iden t i a l  hoEes  a long  Rou te  g  wou l .d  have  to  be
e-L in inated .

We sugges t  as  an  a l t e rna t i ve  t . ha t  t he  Cohoes  Crescen t  Road  be
w idened  f rom Rou te  g  to  the  Cohoes  C i t y  l i ne ;  t h i s  wou ld  pe r rn i t
t r a f f i c  access  Lo  I - 7  87  .

The  town  o f  Co lon ie  owns  mos t  o f  t he  l and  bo rde r ing  Lhe  Cohoes
Crescen t  Road ,  mak ing  the  so lu t i on  a  v iab le  one .

Yours  t ru l y ,

l/e-A--Mary Jane Valachovic
Pres idenc ,  T I IE  TOWN OF COLONIE  COALfT I

OF HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS
6 Linda Lane
Sehenec tady ,  NY 12309
(  5 r8  )869 -9368

C:  Pe te r  P la t t



New York State Departmenl of Environmental Conservation
?176 Guilderland Avenue, Schenectady, New York 12306

Te lephone  (518)  382-0680

Apr i I  4 ,  1989 Thomas C Jorling
Comml6sloner

Mr. Peter Platt,  chairman
(T) Colonie Planning Board
272 MaxweII Road
Latham, t{Y 12110

, 
ra)

d:'

Re: Comments on Boght Road
Columbia Street DGEIS

Dear Mr. PLatt !

The February 1989 DGEIS meets t.he requj.rements of the SEQR
Handbook, section V for an init ial  area-wide planning docurnent. f t
has addressed the comments we raised in our lead agency
coordination response of October 25, 1988.

we recommend the Planning Board accept this doctaent. I an
pleased the Town has proceeded with this planning process. Once
the f indings have been acceptedrafter the remainder of the SEQR
process has occurred.the SEQR aCtions within the generic area wil l
only need site specif ic impact evaluations in the future. However,
since the planning period is 20 years and change is inherent in our
world, it may become necessary to supplement the FGEIS in future
years .

Since re1y,

fr,*;/ /#J-
David Stout
Sr. Environmental Analyst
Region IV

Field, Supervisor ( T ) Colonie
Mostert,  Latham Water Distr ict
Tabner, Esquire

5DS25.  t i l

T .

G.



,f{ApltwooD votuNrttp ftpr DtpaaT[ti lr, ]NC.
)lew YorkWatertliet r.'

Apr i  l  13 ,  1989

Assoc ia tes

meet ing  on  March  11 ,  
' l 989 ,  

representa t ives

Dis t r i c ts  invo lved,  Boght ,  La tham and

submi t  our  p ro jec ted  cos ts  tha t  w i l l  resu l t

res ident ia I  and cormerc ia l  deve lopment

years .

estimates are based on 
. l989 prices.

BEGETVET
APR T3€S

CLOUGH HARBOUR & ASS()CI

Cl  ough,  Harbour  &
24 Av ia t ion  Road
A lbany ,  N .Y .

Dear Mn. l,Ioods :

At our recent

of the three Fi re

Mapl ewoed, hereby

from the impact of

in the next twenty

The fol I  owi ng



AtApttwooD YotuNrttp ilpt ttpAprilrNT, lNc.
Watervliet

1989- 1999

ADDITION T0 EXISTING STATION 50 '  x
c05T $250,000.00
MANPOWER 30 TURNOUT GEAR, TRAINING,
c0sT $45,000.00

INSTALL SPRINKLIRS IN HOMES

70 '

s.c.B.A.

r 999-2009

I4ANPOWER 30 TURNOUT GEAR,  TRAINING,  S.C.B.A.

Tl,'lO ACRES OF LAND NEAR 260 BOGHT ROAD TO BE USED BY ALL THREE
DEPARTMENTS
cosr $80,000.00

BUILD NEt. l  FIRE STATION TO BE USED BY ALL THREE DEPARTMENTS
THREE STALLS, OFFICE, STORAGE AND RESTROOI{S
cosr $800,000.00

PURCHASE OF A NEt^l PUMPER TO BE KEPT IN NEt,l STATION
cosT $180,000.00

ONE E.M.S. VEHICLE TO BE SHARED BY THREE DEPARTMENTS AND KEPT
IN NE!|l STATION
cosT $20,000.00

BASED ON GROI^ITH OF 14OO NEl,l UNITS OR TO|^IN HOUSES IN THE MAPLEWOOD
PROTECTlON DISTRICT



Boght Community Fire Distr ict
l loght  l loat l  -  l t . l ) .  + l

f'ohocs. Ncrv York
|  2047

rp r i l  l l ,  1989

Cl -oush Harbor  Assoc ia tes
24 Av ia t ion  Dr ive
A lbany ,  New York

At t  :  Mr .  Woods,

. i \ t  a meetine on Apri l  I) ,  I9B9 of the .tsoght Community
F i re  Commiss ione is ,  we-  hereby  submi t  our  p ro jec ted  cos t
tha t  w i l l  resu l - t  f rom the  impact  o f  res ident ia l  and
commerc ia l .  deve) .opment  in  the  nex t  20  years  in  the  loAht
F l re  IJ is t r i c t .  The fo l low ing  esb imate !  a re  based on
1989  cos ts .

F i rs t  I0  year  cos t  and es t imate

One add i t iona l  pumper  g  250,000
One ladder  t ruck  500,  000
New sub  s ta t ion  800 ,000
I -a  nd  fo r  s ta t ion  80 ,000
ldd i t i ons  to  F i re  S ta t ion  I ,000 ,000
Rescue  boa t  ]00 ,  000
l ianpowe r  equ ipment  60 ,000
E.M.  S .  veh ic fe  20 ,000
Main tenance  per  year  96 ,000  60 ,000
Add i t iona l  Insurance  p remiums I ,000 ,000

Second  I0  year  cos t  and  es t imate
Two new pumpers  600,000
lvianpower equipment per

year  96 ,0O0 60 ,000
A d d i t l o n a l  l p s q l s n n c  n r o m i r r r n  t  0 0 0 , 0 0 0

Ar thur  C.  DeGa rm o
Deputy  secre tary - ' I reasurer


