RD #1 John Street

March 10, 1989

Fobert Mitchell

Engineering & Planning Sci -

272 Maywell Road ences partmernt
I'aumlr New York 12210

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

T am writing regarding the proposed change of Route 9. I have lived
in Boght Cormers for many years and cbject to making Route 9 wider. It makes
no sense to have six lanes in Boght Cormers and two lanes in Loudonville. I
do not feel it is necessary. I will only increase the traffic. It will make
access to side roads very difficult and very dangerous. I also object to the
noise it will create. '

Siﬁoerely' '

S Y WA Lt
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Robert Mitchell Lnfﬁ;&,
CANENG

Engineering & Planning
Science Dept.

272 Maxwell Rd.
Latham, New York 12210

Dear Sir:

We,the landowners,feel we will be the losers when the developement
in the Boght area begins. We feel we have no choice in losing '
our land frontage. Developers will profit, we will not. We

chose this area because there was so much openness. We do
understand this desirable undeveloped land is very desirable

to developement also. What Qe caa't understand is the additional
two lanes to be added onto Rt. #9. Not only does it devalue

our homes, but the added traffic on the highway will create

a higher noise level just outside our windows. Expanding the
Northway would be a more reasonable project. Between exits

7 and 8 and 9 traffic is heavy and tie-ups occur during rush
hours. Why not add an extra lane on the Northway. The reason

Rt. 9 gets rush hour traffic is because the Northway can't
handle it and the radio stations advise drivers to avoid the
Northway and use 9 instead. New York State will be paying

for the highway project be it the Northway or 9. We are

New Yorkers and should have a say as to how our meney is spent.
I only hope somecne is listening. Some of us have lived in

the Boght area for twenty years or scome forty. wWe won't mind
sharing our area with newcomers. We don't feel we should be

on the losing end while the newcomers will gain all that we

once considered our happy neighborhood.

Frank and Beverly Pawlows

1058 New Loudon Road ZL, (;/
~Jg;lzbéhdzb/ :;
Cohoes, New York 12047
M Glrecrloceg




7 1060 Loudeon Road
o Cohoes, New Yark
February 1&6, 1989

Bobh Mitchell
272 Maxwell Road
Loudonvilile, New York

[lear Mr. Mitchell

I have read a summary of the recommendations made to
the Colonie Town Planning Roard regarding the development of
the Boght area. Overaltl, I feel the spirit of the recommen-
dations reflect a thought+ul concern for the future impact
ot development upon the area in question. However, I have
same sarious reservations/ohjections:

1) Water supply: At the present time, water iz taken from
the Mobawk River and the town reservoir. Given the

scenario outlined in the recommendations, we may face water
shortages and dangerousiy low lavels in the Mohawk if a new
supply of water is not concurrently arranged as the new
developments are built. Pure water is a Precious commoadity;
we in the Northeast take it for granted. We must plan ahead
and consider some “worst-case scenarios” like serious
droughts and dropping of the water tables,

2) Drainage: Roads do not absorb water. The Baght area, as
recognized by the report, presents some serious drainage
problems even without the addition of more roads. I do not
‘believe the drainage measures outl ined in the report will be
sufficient to avoid fiooding in certain areas, particularly
the newly devel oped housing areas.

3) Sewage: Little or no consideration has been given to
improvements or new additions to the sewage system. Surely
the addition of homes as well as proposed office compl exes
18 90ing to be a sizeable strain on the existing
infrastructures. Steps shouid be taken at the conset of
construction rather than after the fact when the community
faces major problems and majar repair.

4) Traffic Management: This is the area of greatest concern
tc me personally. I iive on Route 9 and l1gst footage on my
front yard when Route 9 was widened same twenty years ago.

I cannot believe anyone would propose to construct a
six~1dne highway in an area Zoneg commercial /residential .
There is no precedent for that kind of proposail anywheare in
-the-Capital District nor anvmhers in the U.8. -~ sxcaps—- -
maybe Califormiatand everyone knows the traffic nightmares
that exist there), Traffic studies , like those in
Catifornia, have shown building/expanding existing roads




T

does not imprave traffic problems —-- it just attracts more
cars! Furthermore, I can just zee it —- there will be a
bottleneck effect at @ither end of the proposed change, the
Columbia Extension road and Boght Corners. Given the present
concerns about the Greenhouse Effect, the possibility ot
another gasal ine shortage, and the overall probiem of urban
sprawl y I cannot ungerstand the reasoning behind the
proposal to widen Rte 9. Some o+ the existing tratfic
problems are beyond the control af the Colonie town
government: many commuters on Rte 9 are from Crescent and
further up north. However, we can take iessons from our own
experience such as Central Avenue, Wolf Road, and the Latham
Strip-— we need to develop more municipal transpertation,
such as a Park And Ride facility.

Thank you for your concern in this matter.
Sincerely vours,

Bertha Golan

-Mc_wqr?cm
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EDOWARD H. WRIGHT

312 WoLF RoaD
LATHAM, NEW YOrk 12110
PHONE (518)783-2750

ASST SUPERINTENGENT

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

MEMORANDTUM
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Bob Mitchell, Director _ :
Engineering & Planning Services el

Gary P. Mostert, Superintendent
Latham Water District

February 27, 1989

Draft - Generic Environmental Impact Statement
Boght-Columbia Street :

The Latham Water District has reviewed the above and has seﬁeral
items to be corrected:

1.

Page l17-Paragraph 3

Reference made to replace existing tank should read,
nan additional standpipe with minimum of 1.0 MG will
be necessary."

Page II-84- 4. Water:
The factor of two (2) is based on actual demand, not computed deman
Page 11-85- ¢. Storage

Reference made to replace existing tank should read,
"an additional standpipe with minimum of 1.0 MG will be necessary.'

Page II-91- Math Error
506,248 x 3.35 = 1,695,930
Page 1I-93- Math Error
506,248 x 3.35 = 1,695,930

1f there are any questions, please call.

GPM:dak

CC: Larry Woods




February 24, 1989

Mr. Robert Mitchell

Colonie Town Planning Board
Memorial Town Hall
Newtonville, NY 12128

Dear Bab:

I am writing to express my comments (and those of my wife) regarding the
public hearing that is to take place on the generic impact study for the
Boght area. We will be on vacation when the hearing takes place so please
enter our comments in the record at the meeting. We reviewed the report at
the library.

Our comments are directéd solely at the recommended decisions regarding the
traffic problems at the intersection of Haswell Road, Boght Road and Elm
Street. :

We have lived at that intersection since 1961 and have over those years
observed the increase in traffic and the accelerated rate at which
accidents have occurred. We have seen the horrible results, have called
the pg]ice and ambulance, and have literally, on occasion, even mopped up
the blood. '

The report concludes that the rate of accidents occurring (of a particular
type by State D.0.T. definition) does not justify any additional traffic
controls beyond the existing stop signs on Haswell Road going East and on
Elm Street going West.

The report further suggests that clearing sight obstruction is the real
need. We are not transportation and traffic experts, but our
"on-the-scene" experience tells us that those recommendations are not
sufficient to improve or lower the accident rate at that corner. Drivers
violating the stop signs cause most of the accidents. But the accident
severity is greatly increased by the drivers exceeding the speed limit
while traveling North and South through the intersection. We strongly feel
that when traffic control is finally implemented, it must cause a reduced
speed while approaching the intersection. Our personal opinion is that a
full traffic control signal will do that but it is according to the report
not warranted. We do not feel that a flashing caution will accomplish an
improvement because most of the accidents occurring there involve local
people who grow accustomed to the situation and will ignore it. We also




Mr. Robert Mitchell
February 24, 1989
Page 2

feel that laying blame in such an accident is difficult and often the real
offender is not punished.

In our opinion, that is not however true in relationship to violating a
stop sign. We would recommend a four-way stop for the intersection. This
we believe would get greater respect by drivers and even if an accident
occurred because a driver violated a full stop, chances are that driver
slowed down considerably in approaching the intersection. The slow down
itself will cause less severe damage to humans and equipment.

.

Ariene Harry Howansky

Sincerely,
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March 13, 1989

Mr. Robert Mitchell, Director
Engineering & Planning

Town of Colonie

272 Maxwell Road

Latham, New York 12110

Re: Boght Area Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement
Dear Bob:

As an interested SEQR agency, the CDTC staff has reviewed the
traffic element of the draft GEIS for the Boght area and offers
the following comments for possible discussion with the
consultant for the study. It appears that the estimated growth
in "background" traffic levels on the major highway (Route 9)
through the Boght area is somewhat low in view of the fact that
Route 9 traffic is heavily influenced by through traffic and in
view of continuing growth in commuting between Saratoga and
Albany counties.

1. The use of a higher background growth rate is supported
by a review of traffic counts compiled by CHA and the
NYSDOT (attached). Between 1978 and 1988 average daily
traffic on Route 9 increased by 3.2 percent:; and in
the period 1978-83 prior to completion of new Route 7,
growth averaged over 4.0 percent annually. It should
be noted that very little development occurred in the
Boght area during this time.

2. The significant pressure for new development in southern
Saratoga County together with likely Northway congestion
(LOS E expected within the planning horizon for the GEIS _
if current growth continues) points to continuation of
current 3-4 percent traffic growth on Route 9 short-term
and at least 2 percent long-term without significant
Boght development.




Mr. Robert Mitchell

Page 2

3. To account for variability and uncertainty in long-term
background traffic growth rates, we suggest that a range
in growth rates be used. One way to do this would be to
test the sensitivity of highway improvements proposed
under the GEIS to determine the adequacy of proposed
improvements to support higher thru~-traffic originating
in or destined for areas to the north of the GEIS study
area.

If you wish, we would be pleased to discuss these comments with
you at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Enc
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- BoGHT Kb GE/S

l TABLE II-G-3
SUMMARY OF TRAFFIC VOLUME PROJECTIONS

Daily Traffic Yolume Annualized Traffic Growth
LINK 1988 1999 2009 1988-1999 ,1999-20091(1988-2
Route 9
Fonda Rd. to
Boght Rd. 14450 117700 28800 1.8% 5.0% 3.3%
Boght Rd. to
Ounsbach Ferry Rd. (18350 [22950 30850 2.1% 3.0% 2.5%
Dunsbach Ferry Rd.
to Columbia St. 20650 31700 39350 4.0% 2.2% 3.1%
Columbia St. to
Sparrowbush Rd. 26600 (37200 46150 3.1% 2.2% 2.7%
Route 9R
Rt. 9R to '
Johnson Rd. 12800 (18800 22550 3.68% 1.8% 2.7%
Johnson Rd. to
Baker Ave. 10400 ;14250 173580 2.9% 2.0% 2.5%
Baker Ave. -to
Vijet St. 5900 9100 13250 4.0% 3.8% 3.9%
Viiet St. to
Manor Ave. 4850 7450 10300 4.0% 3.3% 3.7%
Manor Ave. to
Rt. 9 3950 6200 8950 4.2% 3.7% 4.0%
‘Johnson Rd.
Columbia St. to
Boght Rd. 8750 10100 10200 5.3% 0.1% 2.8%
01d Loudon Rd.
Cobbee Rd. to
Columbia St. 5500 8650 10600 4.2% 2.1% 3.2%
Columbia St. to
Rt. 9 2250 4300 8200 6.1% 6.7% 6.3%
Miller Rd.
Haswell Rd. to
- Johnson Rd. 2500 6100 7950 8.4% 2.7% 5.7%
Swatling Rd. '
Rt. 2 to Haswell Rd.!| 3600 7650 | 11050 7.1% 31.7% 5.5%

11-55




o Qld Loudon Road and Latham Ridge Road

0 Old Loudon road on Cobbee Road -

0 Miller Road and Latham Ridge Road

Total installation cost is one hundred eighty thousand

(180,000) dollars. To <construct these improvements it 1is estimated that [ifteen

{15) acres of R.O.W. will need to be acquired.

The total approximate conastruction costs inciuding R.O.W.
costs, for the measures required to address the additional 1999 projected highway

deficiencies is five million three hundred thousand (5,300,000) dollars.

As noted previously, eighty percent (80%) of the projected
traffic growth is attributablc to the development anticipated within the limits of
the study area, and twenty perceat {(20%) to other "background traffic growth.”
Assuming there is a direct relationship between traffic growth and mitigative costs
throughout the study area, than only cighty percent (80%) of the total cost for the
roadway imprc;vcments required for 1995, or four million two hundred fifty thousand

(4,250,000) dollars is attributable to the ancicipated development.

If actual development occurs at a differear level or scale from
the projected growth scenario transportation 'improvemcnt costs will vary from those
outlined above. To ensure that the estimate of improvement costs remain accurate
and the improvements continue to be appropriate, building permirs issued within the
Boght Road-Columbia Street area should be monitored annually. Density,
distribution and type of development (office, retail, residential) will have 2

large effect on the type and extent of improvements necessary.

11-60
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WILBUR
SMITH
ASSOCIATES

BTML DMSION

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

25 KRAFT AVENUE » ALBANY, NY » 12205 » (518) 482-8947.

March 9, 1989

Mr. Robert Mitchell

Town of Colonie

Engineering and Planning Services Department
272 Maxwell Road :

Latham, NY 12210

SUBJECT: Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement
Boght Road -~ Columbia Street Area =-
Riverfield Estates Project Number 196640

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

In accordance with the comment provisions of the subject Draft
Generic Environmental Impact Statement we submit the following:

1) Surface Water and Drainage

While the discussion of Area 1 (p. II-35) recognizes the
existence of the City of Watervliet's dam located in the
Dry Creek, it does not recognize the capacity of this 74.5
foot high by 475 foot (crest) wide dam. The 1988 Estimated
Cost of Drainage improvements required for the development
of Area 1 does not show a value for this major drainage
structure. As this existing dam may provide all of the
detention needed for Area 1 and its maintenance is the
responsibility of the City of Watervliet, the Estimated
Cost should be adjusted accordingly. '

2} Transportation/Econ )

The Transportation section of the report includes estimates
for costs of required improvements to sections of and
intersections on State Routes 9, 9R, and 2. The cost of
these improvements total $7,210,000 or approximately 59% of
the $12,200,000 estimated costs for all recommended improve-
ments. The report (p. II-63) assigns 80% of these improve-~
ment costs to new development.

The Ecomomic section of the report (p. II-131) states that
funding sources such as state aid or grants were not cal-
culated as it is difficult to estimate what would be avail-
able. An equitable estimate of state involvement would be
the costs of improvements made to state~owned facilities.

ALBANY.NY « ALLIANCE.OH » CAIROEGYPT « CHARLESTONSC » COLUMBIASC » FALLS CHURCH.VA + HONG KONG » HOUSTON,TX » KNOXVILLE.TN
KUALA LUMPURMALAYSIA » LEXINGTON.KY ¢ MIAMLFL » NEWHAVEN.CT « ORLANDO.FL » PHOENIX.AZ » PITTSBURGH.PA « PROVIDENCE:RI
RALEIGHNC ¢ RICHMOND.VA « ROSELLEIL « SANFRANCISCO.CA « SINGAPORE » TORONTO.CANADA « WASHINGTONDC » WOODBRIDGE.NJ




Mr. Robert Mitchell
March 9, 1989
Page 2

The assumption of no state aid gives no consideration for the
state taxes, especially motor fuel which the development of the
subject area will generate. This, in effect, will make the new
residents pay twice for the same improvements.

3)

Fiscal Impact Analvsis

Appendix 4 (p. 24) shows the Assumed 1989 value of new
residential construction at $125,000/unit.

Using the total non-residential Market Value of $47,067,966
(p. 24, Appendix 4) and the additional 1,437,480 square
foot of non-residential building space projected for 1999
(Table II-B~1, p. II-8), the Assumed 1989 value of new non-
residential construction is $32.74/square foot.

On a comparison basis, the unit cost of new residential
construction would yield $62.50/square foot for a 2,000
square foot home. A residential Square foot value equal to
the non-residential value would provide a 3,818 square foot
home for the Assumed 1989 $125,000/unit value. There
appears to be an inconsistency in the development of Market
Values for Commercial vs. Residential construction in the

fiscal impact analysis as presented.

Underestimating Market Value results in underestimating tax
receipts which causes an overestimation of funding short-
falls. As these funds will have to be made up by develop-
ment contributions, consistent accurate estimates are
vital.

Very truly yours,

//-/

“l

Charles V. Slavis, P.E.
Associate~in-Charge

CVS:ebg/26.1

cC:

J. Morrell
E. C. Boni




Waezern &. Cook

1000 LOUDON RD. (LATHAM) - BOX ROUTE 9 IN LATHAM
MAILING ADDRESS: RD 1 - COHOES, NEW YORK 12047 - (518) 785-7794
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BOGHT LCOMMUNITY ACTION GROUFP
SECRETARY

John A. Tribble

Z! West Skyview Drive
Cohoas. NY 12047

March 12, 1989

, E A
Robert Mitchell ‘;%\Q\@
Engineering and Planning Services QSA‘
TOWN OF COLONIE P
272 Maxwell Road *&i\ @%}\‘;9
Latham., New York 12210 eﬁ;ﬁ*

Dear Mr. Mitchell,

During the past month the membership of the Boght Community
Action Group, a neighborhood association in the center of the
Boght Road — Columbia Street D.G.E.I.S., has been discussing the
merits of the Clough Harbour report. Members have been asked to
write to you individually, while I have been asked to draw
together a loose CcoOnsensus. I should nate that as recently as
March 10th, I was contacted by residents of the area who had just
become aware of the report and the possible implication for their
lives. 1In light of uneven communication this letter should be
interpreted as my impressions of consensus.

The Accuracy of the Predicted Impacts

Most members are not enthusiastic about the predicted impacts,
but they do not substantially contest their accuracy. There were
are few areas where the weaknesses of the methodology praobably
lead to an understatement of the impacts:

(1) The methodology attempts to freeze in time the current
status and analyze from the perspective of the forecasted
developments what impacts those changes will have. That
frozen moment in time (the present) is actually in continuous
motion. Therefore, the forecasted use of Route 7 assumes no
further development in Clifton Park, the use of Boght Road and
9R assume no further development in Cohoes, etc (See 11-66).
The projections in the study should only be used as estimates
of the marginal impact of development in the study area, not
as forecasts for the actual use of facilities. Note that the
forecasted use af Route 87 for the year 2000 was &0,000 cars
per day. That fact that we have reached that volume in 1989
is a reflection that the forecast was established without
considering outside environmental factors. The traffic
forecasts in the Clough Harbour report are subject to the same
criticism. This criticism becnomes consequential when
considering possible mitigations. The mitigation strategies
are targeted at a forecasted use, which is only the marginal
impact, not the actually projected use.




(2) The study does not include the second ten year impact on
the education system. Given the relatively large impact on
the educational system in the first ten years, it omission in
the secand ten years is a significant weaknesses. If
residential construction has the impact of attracting young
families, then the impact in the second ten years could be
larger than in the first ten years.

{3} The study mentions the habitat for wildlife, but the
impact analysis only considers the destruction of habitat for
endangered species. The study does not address the
destruction of habitat for the variety of wildlife indigenous
to the area. Noar does the study attempt to place any value on
the destruction of that habitat.

{4) The total cost of mitigation strategies is somewhat
unclear. The total cost of mitigation in Table II-M-3 of 51
million does not tie out with per unit costs in Table II-M-4
(See attached Table). These differences are due in part to
the omission of Additional Police Personnel and the Other
Educational Costs in Table II-M-4. However, there is-still 2
million unaccounted for, which could be due ta the
underestimation of the per unit costs.

Evaluation of Suggested Mitigations

The report suggests a number of strategies for mitigations to the
impact of development. Residents of the area have a variety of
reactions to these proposed mitigations:

(1) The widening of route 9 should only be considered in light
of a larger Capital District transportation plan. The study
did not suggest the possible alternatives of widening Route 87
or the building of additional north south routes.
‘Alternativaes which would encourage the use of Route 87 are
much more palatable.

(2) Although potential strategies for mitigation have been
identified for the marginal development of the area the
funding of the these mitigation strategies is not at all
clear. Given the uncertainty associated with funding it is
likely that develapment in the study area is likely to
increase the tax load on the Town. The Town Board should give
serious consideration to rezoning portions aof the study area.
Exhibit II-D-2 identifies areas with high potential wildlife
habitat. Development strategies which would minimize the
disturbance to these habitats should be emphasized.
Consideration of rezoning these areas for reduced density
development would not only reduce the impact of aoverall
development, but it would also provide a greater protection
for animal habitat. '




(3) The building of the Vliet Street extension has the
patential to utilize developed as well as undevelaoped land.
Care should be taken in planning the actual location aof the
extension ta minimize the utilization of developed land.

Suggestions_to the Planning Board and the Tawn Baard

Overall, the Clough Harbour repart presents an opportunity to
plan orderly development of the North Colonie community. Now,
that the EIS process is near completion the Planning Board may be
anxious to move ahead with the proposals that have been
backlogged for the past 9 months. The only tool that the
Planning Board has available to implement the proposed
mitigations is the "negotiated development improvements." Given
the extent of the potential impacts it is likely that this tool
by itself will be inadequate. Therefore, it is recommended that
the Town Board consider the following:

(1> Rezoning some of the lands in the study area to assure a
reduced level of growth.

(2) Rezoning some of the commercial lands to limit their use
to office use only and restricting the additional development
of retail activities. '

(3) Anticipating either a change in the State Law ar legal
rulings,  the Town should begin to prepare legislation for
impact fees. The Town should also begin to lobby the State
Legislature for a change in State Law which would assure the
legality of the use of such fees.

(4) The Town will have to play an active role with DOT to
assure that proposed mitigations along state highways will
receive an expedited priority. We must not be caught in a
situation with developments completed and a wait of two or
three years for improvements in state highways.

(3) Recognizing that much of the areas problems stem not from
internal development, but instead from North South through
traffic, the Town should begin to work claosely with DOT and
Capital District Transportation Commission to develop long
term plans for the resolution of the areas transportation
difficulties.

Sincerely ars,

ANGHE

John A. Tribble
ecretary, BCAG




Planning Period 1989-1999

Planning Period 1999-2009

¢
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL T RESIDENTIAL COMMERCTAL
SGURCE PER UNIT _ PER ACRE PER 100 54 FT_PER ACRE 4 PER UNIT  FER ACRE PER 100 58 FT FER ACRE
[1-8,11-12 Grawth 2,500 1,271 1,437,480 (32 1,250 5835 1,437,480 132
gwellings  acres ag ft acres ! dwellings acres sg_ft acras
{
TABLE II-N-4 p [1-131 H
Solid Waste $30 $.06 H $50 $.06
!
Schools 47,5600 1
]
Water $1,125 $.39 H $1,039 $.3%
I
Sewer ] $143 $.06
H
Transpartian $756 L $1,518
Weighted Average $1.564 } $2.9%
$1,65 affice 1 $3.52 office
$2.50 retail 3 $3.89 retail
$.68 industria § $#1.17 industrial
4
990060 office 1 - 663000 office
230000 retail 3 [31000 retail
218000 industria 428000 industrial
11-52 . 11-52
¥
Drainaga }
Average weighted by acre $2,703 48,033 ¢ $2,703 $8,033
2020 $2,870 Area | $5,740 ¢ $2,870 Area t $5,740 Area 1
2182 $3,780 frea 2 $7,560 $3,780 Area 2 $7,580 Area 2
1430 $0 Area 3 $13,400 ¢ $0 Area J $13,400 Area 3
354 $5, 9460 Area 4 $11,920 $5,960 Area 4 $11,920 Area 4
1093 $2,170 Area 5 $4,340 1 $2,170 Area 3 $4,340 Area 3
I
Recreation $273 t $273
$
GEIS $49 $69 ¢ 569 $5%
}
L
i
TGTAL/Unit $9,754 $2,774 $2.09 58,122 1 $3,015 2,774 $3.47 48,122
H
4
IOTAL/Unit Assuming t
1 250071271 units/acre $11,164 $2.84 ' $4,313 §4,21
1.97 X
1 1427480/132 soft/acre H
10814 ]
2 12507985 units/acre L
.14 '
2 14174807132 sqft/acre 1
10890 4
¥
t
TOTAL_£OSY $27,%10,239 $4,082,314 t 85,391,303 54,054,704
. t
TOTaL $43,438, 540 '
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Planning Boerd » ST

Towmr of Colonie
272 Maxwell BRoad
Latham, New York 12110

re; Bought Area Draft GEIS
Gentlemeny

I am a property owner in the Bought Area. Upon my review of
the referenced document, I have the following questions;

1. QCurb Cutss The study recommends limitinz curb cuts
along some roadways. How can the Town deny a property
owner access to a roadway along the frontage of his
property?

2, Storm Detentionm Maintenances; The study recommends
ongoing payments to the Town for maintenance of .
Storm water detention facilities constructed dure
lng the course of developing one's property. How
can the Town justify assessing the original owner/
developer, 5-10 years after development, for ongoing
maintenance of these facilities? Falrness gside,

18 it practical to rely on revenue from someone who
may not be assoclated with the locale?

3« Schoolss The study recommends construction ot
additional schools. Is this recommendation based
on a temporary "blip" in the number of school aged
children? Schools have recently been closed in the
Town. Alternative solutions should be thoroughly
eXplored prior to assessing tax payers and/or
- PpToperty owners who wish to develop thelr land via
impact fees, for school bulldings that may stand
empty in 10 years.

4, Impect Feess How will the Town address the legality
of lmpact fees assessed to property owners/developers;
in light of current ralings by the New York State
Judiciary?

In 1987, the Town changed the zoning in the R-2
distriects increasing minimum lot sizes by 50%. please
tell me how this "penalty*® was taken into consideration
Or Will be considered when new penalty or “impact fees"
are levied?

Please respond in writing to the below address. Thankyou,

Clache Chodiloe
Claude Charlebois

18 Roosevelt Ave
Glens Falls, NY 12801




March 13, 1989 A

pact

Mr. Robert Mitchell NECEIVED
Engineering and Planning Services HAR 13 189
Town of Colonie o
272 Maxwell Road ENGIOFEIG &
Latham, N.Y¥Y. 12110 PLANRING

Dear Mr. Mitchell,

I am writing to you to comment about the proposed widening of
Route 9 from Columbia Street to Boght Road as described in the Boght
Road GEIS. I live on that section of Route 9, and any widening of
the road will make my house unlivable and significantly reduce the
value of my property. My wife and I have lived there for over ten
years and have worked hard to improve and upgrade our house, making
it more livable and valuable. Any changes in the width of Route 9
will negate all of our work. In addition, we and most of our
neighbors would lose almost all of the trees in our front yard,
further reducing any screening from the increased traffic.

1 have read through the entire document and am appalled at the
callous disregard for the current residents in our part of the town.
We rated approximately one line of consideration from the authors, to
the effect that taking away our property would have a significant
impact on those living there. Most of the people in our neighborhood
have lived there longer than we have (many for 20-30 years), paying
taxes all the while. You now propose to run roughshod over us and
destroy our neighborhood for the sake of development. To add insult
to injury, we all know that our taxes will increase to pay for all of
the improvements needed, despite what was written in the report about
the possibility of the developers funding them.

It seems to me that the Planning Board has it priorities
reversed - your responsibility is to the current residents and
taxpayers, not to the developers and future residents. Rather than
approaching the problem from the viewpoint of letting development
occur and then upgrading the infrastructure to meet the new needs,
you ought to look at it from the opposite side - given the current
infrastructure, state of development and likely financial resources
available, how much development shoculd be allowed? You should not
expect current residents to bear the burden of increased traffic and
noise virtually at their front door, having their property devalued,
and then expect them to pay the bill through increased taxes. Note
that I am not saying that development should be stopped, but that it
should be controlied in a responsible fashion for the benefit of
all. The current plan does not even come close to meeting this
goal. I also question whether widening Route 9 will provide a long
term solution to the traffic problem. As people in California have
found out, once you improve a road more people tend to use it and the
new road usually fills to capacity quickly. Usually, all you do is
delay the problem for a few years, hot solve it. One possible
solution would be to improve public transportation in the area. With
such a large concentration of businesses and homes in the area, it




could be a practical alternative, one which was given short shrift in
the GEIS.

As I mentioned earlier, T took the time to read the entire GEIS,
and I have found a number of errors, and inconsistencies that lead me
to question the information in the rest of the document. For
example, in the section about the terrains and soils in the Boght
area, one map shows our house in an area with one grade, while a
second map shows the grade being twice as steep. The section on
historical sites refers to the Witbeck house on Route 2 at the Route
7 interchange. Obviously the authors never toock the time to visit
the site, because the house was removed when the interchange was
built. Was this information just copied from the EIS for the
interchange? If so, what other shortcuts were taken in preparing the
Boght Road GEIS? These might seem like minor points, but such errors
plant a seed of doubt in my mind and lead me to question the validity
of the conclusions.

Finally, I want to complain about the way in which this planning
is being done. Neither I nor any of my neighbors to whom I have
spoken have ever received any notification from the Planning Board
about any of the meetings concerning the Boght Road GEIS. I don't
know whether you are legally bound to mail advance notices to the
residents in the immediate area, but it would seem to me to be the
correct way to do things considering the impact this plan will have
on our.lives. :

Yours truly,

'ES"'G'

Jon A. Brander

1042 New Loudon Rd.
Cohoes, N.Y. 12047




BOGHT COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP
32 Skyview Drive West
Cohoes, New York 12047

January 30, 1988 JUPRETS Lt
L ‘“ v "4-:‘.".0
Governor Mario Cuomo ' W g L?
New York State Capital mwﬁﬂ&
Albany, New York 12224 g
9 an i

Dear Governor Cuomo:

We are writing to you because we have lost all faith in the
Department of Transportation to provide us with safe driving
conditions on New York State Route 9, between 01d Loudon Road
(marker 005-1108-2060) to the Albany/Saratoga County Line(marker
009-1108-2110), in Albany County, Town of Colonie, New York.

We have twice requested DOT to lower the speed limit on this
4 mile state roadway from 55 mph to 45 mph. In each instance, '
DOT tells us that the roadway has been checked and the 55 mph
speed limit appropriate. That 85% of the motorists are complying
with the 55 mph speed limit and that the accident rate is equal
to or lower than comparable roadways in the state with the same
speed limit.

DOT refuses to recognize any need to lower the speed limit
on this section of Route 9 and, as local homeowner residents,

we have no other choice but to request your intervention on our
behalf.

The issues are as follows:
a. The attached January 19, 1988 letter from the Department
of Motor Vehicles confirms that the roadway is a "death

trap!"”

In & ten-~year period 1976-86 there have been 459 accidents
on the 4 mile stretch of roadway:

* 11 Fatality Accidents

* 314 Bodily Injury Accidents

* 134 Property Damage Accidents

DOT tells us not to worry, that this is typical for

similar roadways in the state where the speed limit

is also 55 mph!
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES

THE GOVEANOR NELSON A, ADCKEFELLER EMPIRE STATE PLAZA. ALBANY, NEW YORK 12228

PATRICIA 8. ADDUCI
Commissioner

January 19, 1988

Mrs, Dellarocca
12 Landor Lane
Cohoes, New York 12047

Dear Mrs. Dellarocca:
Thank you for your phone call of January 19, 1988 concerning accidents
occurring on New York State Route 9, between Old Loudon Road {marker 009~

1108-2060) to the Albany/Saratoga County Line (marker Q09-1108-2110).

I have compiled the following table giving you accident counts between
markers 009-1108-2060 through 009-1108-2110,

YEAR PROPERTY DAMAGE INJURY FATALS
1976 . 18 . k k] o .
1977 15 36 1
1978 17 21 0
1979 10 25 2
1980 11 28 1
1981 12 30 1
1982 ] 43 1
1983 11 17 1l
1984 10 26 1
1985 12 1. 1
1986 12 24 2
If I can be of any other assistance to you, please contact me at (S18) 1 . -
474-0962. ’ ' ' '
Sincerely,
- 2'
/ﬁp/} I / Z’ng ,{i: i’
Robext W. Mele
Head Statistics Clerk
Accident Records Bureau
i RWM:1g




Continued
The DMV statistics speak for themselves:

* Every year there are more than 45 accidents on
the roadway -- about 4 accidents every monthi

* Every year at least 1 person is killed!
* Every year more than 30 people are injured!

* Every year there are more than 13 property damage
accidents! .

DOT tells us not to worry, that the roadway is safe!

See attached newspaper articles on the latest (December
20, 1987) crash where two teenagers were killed on
the roadway.

While the lower speed limit may not have prevented

this particular accident, something that could be said
for any particular accident, it points out the fact that
this particular roadway is indeed a DEATH TRAP! and for
many, many people.

See attached newspaper articles for our repeated attempts
to have DOT lower the speed limit to 45 mph because, as
local area residents, we KNOW THE ROADWAY IS DANGEROUS
AND HAVE A CITIZEN RIGHT TO SAFE DRIVING CONDITIONS.

DOT tells us that their investigations show that 85% of
motorists using the roadway are travelling at 55 mph --
a standard used throughout the state -- proving that the
55 mph speed is appropriate.

Such a line of reasoning can only be considered logically
inept and ludicrous! It can be shown that 85% of motorists
will comply with any posted speed limit, even the 15 mph
speed limit through barriers where bridgeway repairs are
being made. There is little or no correlation between
motorists compliance with posted speed limits and what

the speed limit should or should not be from an objective
viewpoint toward safe driving conditions.

In essence, DOT is saying that the 5% mph speed limit is
appropriate because only 15% of the motorists tolerate
more than 11 accidents per mile annually as safe driving
conditions. That this is no different than other similar
highways in the state and therefore acceptable.
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By refusing to recognize any need to lower the speed
limit from 55 mph to 45 mph on this section of Route
9, DOT is saying that the roadway is similar and
comparable to 55 mph interstate highways with broad
median dividing strips and limited access.

DOT is unable to see that Route 9 does not have a
broad median diving strip or limited access ramps
and interchanges. Instead, it is a considerably
smaller roadway through a local residential and
commercial area. It is lined with businesses and
homes, adjoining streets, and heavy local traffic.

As local homeowner residents who use Route 9 everyday,
and know its dangers, preceding MVD statistics prove
that we are truly endangered by DOT's stubborn
reluctance everytime we or anyone else uses the roadway.

In the past few years, since DOT constructed Alternate
Route 7 (Route 7 link between I-90 and I-787) to
alleviate traffic congestion in Latham, traffic densities
have instead increased dramatically due to increased

land values and commercial development.

More people are using Route 9 in 1987 than in any previous
year between the MVD statistical period 1976-86. As a
result, accident rates can also be expected to increase
accordingly.

It is onlv a matter of time, whether a few weeks or a
few months, when another and another fatality occurs,
more and more bodily injuries, and several dozen more
property damage accidents.

- As homeowners, our question to you is simply this:

HOW MUCH HIGHWAY CARNAGE IS REQUIRED FOR DOT TQ RECOGNIZE
THE NEED FOR A LOWER SPEED LIMIT ON THIS STRETCH OF
HIGHWAY?

HOW LONG MUST WE WAIT FOR DOT TO ACT?
HOW MUCH LONGER MUST WE REMAIN ENDANGERED, FOR FEAR OF

QUR LIVES AND THE LIVES OF OUR CHILDREN WHO MUST USE
ROUTE 9 EACH DAY?




Albany Times-Union/Knickerbocker News December 24,

Fatal crash renews
call for speed change

DOT to resume study on Route 9+

By Rosemary O’Hara
Statl writer

COLONIE — A neighborhood group
is planning to renew its plea to the
state to reduce the speed limit on a

stretch of Route 9, aiter a Saturday car -

crash that killed two teenagers.

An official of the state Department
of Transportation said Wednesday the
agency is going to take a second look

at the request as a result of Saturday’s -

accident.
The Boght Community Action Group
is going to for a third time to get

the speed limit reduced to 45 mph from -

$3 mph, aceordlng to Norbert Blum,
the group's president. It wants the
speed limit lowered on Route § {from
the bridge over the Mohawk to the
Century House restaurant.

“When this last accident occurred,
many of us were furious that DOT
refuses to lower the speed limit,” said

Blum said the community group had
made two requests in three years for a
reduced speed limit. He said traffic has
been increased by the opemng ot the
new Route 7.

John Taylor, director of DOT'S
Region One, said the department
reviewed the issue of lowering the
speed limit about 18 months ago and
turned up no information about motor-
ist speeds or the incidence of accidents
that would justify the change.

“However, in view of the fact that
the accident occurred and people are
understandably concerned, we will do

_more radar speed checks and (look at)

the accident rates,” Taylor said. - .

Twa teenagers were Killed and two
others injured seriously in Saturday's -
accident on Route 9 porth of the Boght. "
Road intersection. : o

Adrian J. Bariteav, 18, of 18 Hillcrest - -
Drive, Ballston Lake, and Michael .
Bechand, 15, of Mechanimlle were.
killed in the accident. -

1987

" Holly Fortin, 16, of Parkview Drlw.; L

Schenectady, was taken to Ellis Hospi- "',

tal in Schenectady and later trans- . -

ferved to the Albany Medical Center ‘"~

Hospital, where she was reported in

‘serious condition Wednesday, Edward °

J. Sullivan, 17, of Clifton Park was .
reporied In fair condition Wedmlt'hy
at Memeorial Hospital in Albany.

what caused the car driven by Bari-
teau to cross over into oncoming
traffic, according to Colonia lmmtiga-
tor Kevin Fronk.

The car carrying Bariteau and
Bechand became airborne after strik-
ing two cars, flipped over and struck at
least one more car as it slid on its roof.
A fourth car was alsostruck. @ . -7

Taylor said the DOT's speed check
18 months ago found that 85 percent of
the drivers were traveling close to 55
mph. The 85 percent figure is the .
standard the state uses to set speed
limits, ho said.

He said the DOT will review how
many accidents have occurred since its
last review and test how ta.lt motorim
are traveling. :

cr ek e ———

1A 4,

10

A

" Colonie police are still investigating* -




Schenectady Gazette
December 23, 1987

By BARBARA SHEFFER
Gazetie Reporter

COLONIE — Because of Saturday’s five-
car crash on Rouie § that killed two teen-
agers and injured two others, a neighbor-
hood group is planning to resurrect its plea
lo the state {or a lower speed limit on part of
that road.

* - a* .

Norbert Blum, president of the Boght
Community Action Group, said his group
4asked the state Department of Transporta-
tion about six mooths ago to reduce the

speed limit from 55 to 45 mph on Route 9
from the bridge aver the wk River to

n“'I'hcc?m; Ht:l.l;:. pened on Route 9
on Dear

Old Loudon Road. P

uest was denied because the state
deemed 55 to be an “a te” . sqeed
lum

limit on that {our-lane highway,.

d.

Neighbors were “absolutely furious” after
hearing about Saturday's tragedy because
they believe a lower speed limit might have
prevented it, Blum said. o

Police are still investigating what caused
Adrian J. Bariteau, 18, of 18 t Drive,
Ballston Lake, to cross over into oncoming
traffle, but they established that he was

speeding.

Bariteau died from his Injuries, as did
Michael Bechand, 18, of Vosburgh Lane,
Mechanicviile. Another ger, Holly C.
Fortin, 18, of 325 Parkview Drive, remains
in critical condition at Ellis Hospital, and
another ger, Edward Sullivan, 17, of
Clifton Park, remains in fair condition at
Albany Memoriai Hoapital.

*There’s just been too many acridents,”
said Blum, estimating that there have been
10 trafiic fatalities on that stretch of Route
# in the past 15 years. “It's a death trap.”

-

i1

| After Fatal Crash—f

Colonie Group Calls

R

For Lower Speed Limit

‘The group plans to write the trans[:;ru-
tion depariment again and work with the
town, even though it is a state road and the
town has no jurisdiction over its speed limit,
Blum said. ) oo
Robert Mitchell, chairman of the Colonia
Highway Safety Committee, said he talked
with a woman Monday from the Boght Com-
munity Action Group, who said she wanted
itien 1 wiling 00 pAs 60 (he group'o v
mi g to pass on EToup’s re~
quest to the transportation department. It
would not be an endorsement, but rather,
the committee is asking the state to study
[

the situation, Mitchell said, -, <17 - -
" Accldent histories, traffic countd, and
speed surveys are done to determine if cri-

teria are met to- change s timits or
i ol el GRSk 7

or ‘I a
particular road does not meet the criteria —

-whether it be state, county, or town - the

re%ueu would be denied, he said.

n several occasions, the town receives
requests for speed limit changes or traffic-
¢ontrol devices, said Supervisor Frederick
G. Field Jr. When it involves a state or
county road, the town can pass on the re-
quest, but it has no clout to demand thé
change, he said. Ty

For instance, the town has received about
8ix request for a traffic light at Centrai
Avenus, another state road, and Prescoit
Street, which is the access to Bishop Bro-
dmf,‘: Apartments, but the state has not put
one in. : e

_ “I'think that's an indication that they don't
alwayy what local municipalities ask of
them,” Field said.

He said e would be "very surprised” if
the state agrees to the Route 9 speed limit
reduction. “Maybe they will,” he added.




The RECORD, Troy,

"By DIANE KENNEDY
Staif Reporter

COLONIE — State officials will
take a second look at a neighbor-
hood group's request to lower the
speed limit on Route 9.

Joseph Kelly, a Department of

Transportation traffic engineer, -

said members of the Boght Road
Homeowners Association bave
asked the department to change

the speed limit from 55 to 45 miles

per hour between Boght Road and -
" their request Monday, Kelly said, .
two days after a chain-reaction .

the town line. The speed limit
south of Boght Road into Latham
isnow4j.

The department turned down
the group's first request a year
ago because evidence the depart-
ment collected indicated the rea-
sons the group presented were
invalid. Kelly said Homeowners
Association membeys told them

NY December 24, 1987

miany motorists drive slower than

55 on that section of road because

they think thq limit is 45.

But Kelly said radar checks re-
vealed most motorists drive faster
than 55 on that section of road.

Kelly also said the group’s
claims that the section of road is
plagued by a high accident rate

million vehicle-miles there, com-

pared (o a statewide average of .
{ speed limit request, but would be -

seven on similar roads.
Group members resubmitted

collision claimed the lives of two
teenagers. -

Police are continuing to invest.i- ‘
gate why a car driven by Adrian

Bariteau, 16, of Clifton Park,
crossed the center line of Route 9
near Boght Road before crashing

12

are unfounded. He said there are .
an average of three accidents per

.

State to review Route 9 llmlt .....

mto four other cars SaturdayA
afternoon. , - R
Bariteau and a passenger, 15,
year old Michael Bechand of Me-
chanicvilie, were killed. Two other
passengers and two other: mot.or- :

" ists were injured. -

Kelly said the department 'wil
review the request again and re- ’
turn a decision in a month or two..” !

Town Supervisor Fred G. Field" 2:
Jr.'said town officials have not
been contacted officially on the: .

willing to consider. throwtng their-
support behind it.

Field said the town has’ helped
residents convince the state to |
change speed limits or other traf-
fic reguiations several t.unes in
the palt, st st -"

Reprmntatives of the homa- ;
owners association could not be

'reached for comment. i

- e - .,.1._-?—-
T . '

R TR




Albany Knickerbocker News, December 10, 1987

Housing spr‘eadjngf

into Boght area

By Michael Melieon
The Knickerbocker News

COLONIE — Housing development
is spreading to the northern end of the
town. : '

The town Planning Board has re-
ceived plans for aimoat 500 houses in
the Boght area, including a 304-lot
residential subdivision that it will
consider Tuesday, Senior Planner Mi-
chael Lyons said. ‘

The Boght is among the oldest
settled areas in the town, but it is one
of two areas with large tracts of
undeveloped land. _—

The area, around Boght Corners, '

generally is considered to extend from
Columbia Street 10 the northern border
of Colonie and from the Northway to
the town's eastern border,

“I think it's wonderful; it's about
time, Jake Oreshan, a 66-year resi
dent of the Boght, said of the coming
residential growth. : .

Hetbert S. Elils has asked
Planning Board to approve his plans to
build 304 houses on 191 acres between
Columbia Street and Boght - Road,
which he cails Northbrook Estates. -

The single-family detached houses '

bly will range in cost from

$100,000 to $150.000, Bob Walsh of C.T. -,

Males Associates, who is designing the
project, said. :

"Ellis has proposed a variety of uses
for the land that have bheen rejected
because of opposition {rom residents.
Several years ago he failed in his

~* south of Columbia Street. -

ek
R

attempt- to have the land rezoned for,
town houses. S

Walsh aiso is representing the Mi-
chaels Group, which plans to develop
41 houses on 25 acres west of Cobfnhu

. Street and Baker Avenue.” - /!

Plans for that development, known
as Hunters Run, require a variance:
from the town Zoning Appeais Board
because {wo roads come too close
existing residences, Walsh said. -

A road has been proposed from
Northbrook Estates to run through
Hunters Run to Columbia Street. Both
development plans include roads that
would Intersect with Baker Avenue. |

The Planning Board Tuesday grant-

"ed concept approval for a 76lot
residential subdivision east of Johnson
Rosd and Boght Road, which is ju’:t

. |

" With the three larger subdivisions
and several smaller subdivision, Lyons
said about 500 houses had been prr

. posed for thearea. . . -

He_ 2aid ‘the developers had been
attracted to the area because of the
amount of undeveloped.land and be-
cause sewer lines had been extended to

. near Boght Corners several yesrs aga. .
. . Assistant Planner Mary Burke said .
1,400 of 2,050 acres of residentially

~ zoned Jand in the area was undevel-
oped. The area also includes a 300-acre
industrial zone and a 515-acre busin
 zone, she said.

~ The other area with large tracts of™

* undeveloped land is in the Kings Roag-
Pine Bush area, which also has goiten -
increased attention from developers.

13




g. Route 9 is also the major access foadWay through one of
the largest areas of undeveloped lands in the Town of
Colonie.

See attached newspaper article for a description of just
one small housing project being planned for the area.

The Town of Colonie Planning Board is presently considering
about 500 additional single family homes for the area --=

on only one small section of the lands available for
development.

In effect, this increase in housing will also increase
traffic densities on Route 9 and need for a lower speead
limit.

Our Boght Community Action Group urges you to insist upon
a responsible reply from DOT that includes a recommendation that
the Route 9 speed limit from Old Loudon Road to the Albany/
Saratoga County Line be lowered from 53 mph to 45 mph.

Route 9 is not a limited access interstate highway with a
broad grassed median dividing strip and should not be considered
as such with respect to speed limit. -

Very truly yours,

S orboeet B lisss)

Norbert J. Blum, President
BOGHT COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP

14
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Crash aftermash L
~The: axle of a ‘smalt ‘car lies under the rear end of the vehicle aftar a multi-car acc:der

Thursday on Route 9 near Century House in Latham. Police say the driver of ‘one'car’turne

- Route 9 from Century Hill Drive about 7:45 a.m. and collided with a car as it crossed the soutt

4 “lane. The southbound car was pushed into the northbound lane, where it collided with a third ¢

" drivers involved were Richard W. Baldwin of Schenectady, Robert J. Suitor of Aibany, Craig ¢

- of ‘Waterviiet .and . Mary A Baaly of Stillwater. Two o! those dnvers were taken to Albany t
. Center Hospltal _._, Ll _ . S v e _
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THE TIMES UNION

ROUTE 9 SCENE — An Albany couple
wreckage of their car in the foreground.

require admittance to a hospital after the

Three hurt in two-car accident on Route

HALFMOON — A two-car accident
Monday injured three people, two of
them seriously, after the two vehicles
collided with each other twice on
Route 9, Saratoga County sheriff's
deputies said

Roger P. Bombardier, 44, of 280 S
Main Ave., Albany, and his {2-year-oid
wife, Marie, were taken to Albaay
Medical Center Hospital after the %19
pm. accident, deputies zaid Roger
Bombardier was listed in serious
condition while Marie was in fair
condition late Monday, a hospital

_ 4

spokesowman said. _

The driver of the second car,
Richard A. Bentiey, 31, of 33 Glenbrook
Drive, Clifton Park, was taken to
Albany Med for treatment but was not
admitted, said Peggy Pitcher, the
haspital spockewomnan.

According to an accident report by
Deputy Dapiel J. Kubn and Chief
Deputy Christopher Morrell, both the
Bombardiers and Bentley were headed
narth on Route 9, just past the
intersection with Route 238, with the
Bombardiers' car leading.

is placed in an ambulanca after being extricated from
The Clifton Park woman who drove the car at left did
accident in Halfmoon Monday.

Thwes Union phots by Skip Diok:

As Roger Bombardier slowed his
to make a left tura into a drive:
Bentiey's car struck the lead vehic.
the rear, causing it to spin into
southbound lanes, the report :
Bentley's car then struck the Bom
diers car head-on, deputies said.

The couple had to be pried |
their car by firefighters from
Halfmoon and West Crescent
departments, deputies sajd.

Bentley was cited for following
close, deputies said.
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{0/0 New Loudon Road
(ohoes, New Yosk 12037

farch {1, (959

Engineening and Planning Depantment
72 Mowell Road QQQS:‘ .B‘Q.\(&
Latham, New Yonk 12110 W O

ay Jo \\&\ @:?;,ﬁ%s
Gentlemen: o
Subject: HE0X48

Proposad 2o fnlarge Route § from Boght Road Zo Route 7

2 a Six~Lane Highuway

Cn Faiday, Manch (0, 1987, we received a memo from a fellow Boght
agsident regarding a proposal to Zake place in our neighborhood,

I¢ indicates that the fngineering and Planning Deparinent in Fhe
Toun of (odonie will be woiing on this proposal, Monday, March (3
1989; and if #his proposal is accepted, they will go fo the next
otep, lintid we neceived this memo, we had no idea of #his proposal,

We have lived at thie location since (966, and it is a very nice

communlty, with the exception of the "DILLIGHF", which is an ineuld
2o the Joun of (odonie nesidents,

Taaftic on Route § is oo fast now! A aix-dane highuwoy will make
it facten, Needleas 1p say, we are violently opposed to this
proposition, and WE D0 AOT WANT TO LOSE APPROKIMATELY 0 FEET FROWTAGE !

Uhy weie we not informed of this dractic change o our community?
We definitely vote "M0" fo this proposition.

(arod and Donald Keilen

Barbara
«“ gageﬁem




March 13, 1989 A

1044 Loudon Road EoER
Cohoes, Newvork 12047 PRI
. a N
(518) 785-6597 “&\'5
£
W
o

Mr. Robert Mitchell
272 Maxwell Road
Latham, NY 12110

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

we stand Firmly opposed to the new proposals for the projected Boght
development resulting from the Clough Harbour Associates’ study,

This proposal represents the utter disregard for long established resident!s
property, the existing environment and property value. It demonstrates
great indifference toward the people who comprise the Boght area.

The railroading of this proposed development pramotes the decline and
death of a lovely suburban community.

Town officials should reassess their loyalties: toward their constituency's:
real needs,ard reevaluate this haxmful proposal.

We have counted on you to uphold our vested interests in our homes and
community. Please support us now.

Sincerely, ‘ ..

Merton and Ellen McElwain



1010 New Loudon Road
(ohoes, New Yonrh 12037

March 11, 1989

Joun of (odonie
272 Moxwell Road
Latham, New Yonk 12110

Gentlemen;

Subject: HE0X48
Proposal 1o fnlarge Route 9 from Boght Road 2o Route 7
2 a Six-Lane Highuay

On Faiday, March 10, 1989, we received a memo from a fellow Boght
agaident reganding a proposal #o take place in our neighborhood,

I indicates that the fngineening and Planning Depantment in the
Toun of (odonie widl be voiting on this proposal, Monday, farch (3
1989; and if this proposal isa accepted, they will go o the next
atep, (ntid we received this memo, we had no idea of thia proposal,

We have lived at this location aince (966, ond it is a very nice
comunity, with the exception of the "OILLIGAF", uwhich is an ineuld

2o the Toun of (odonie residents,

Traffic on Route 9 is tvo fast now! A six-dane highuay will make

it fasten, Needleas o say, we are violently oppused to this
propaaition, and WE D0 NOT WANT TO LOSE APPROKIMATELY 0 FEET FROWTAGE !

Uhy were we no informed of this dractic change fo our communiiy?
We definitely vote W' fo this proposition,

@u—(f“)(/m;ﬁeauv/ ;l’{/_(a le.:
(arod and Donald Keiden




March 13, 1989

1044 loudon Road
Cohoes, NewYork 12047
{518) 785-6597 N3

Mr. Robert Mitchell
272 Maxwell Road
Latham, Ny 12110
Dear Mr. Mitchell:

We stand firmly opposed to the new proposals for the projected Boght
development resulting from the Clough Harbour Associates' studv.

This proposal represents the utter disregard for long established resident's
property, the existing environment and property value. It demonstrates
great indifference toward the people who comprise the Boght area.

The railroading of this proposed development promotes the decline and
death of a lovely suburban community.

Town officials should reassess their loyalties: toward their constituency's
real needs,and reevaluate this harmful proposal.

We have counted on you to uphold our vested interests in our homes and
cammunity. Please support us now.

Sincerely,

Merton and Elien McElwain




RD §1 - 7 Forest Aveme
Cahoes, New York 12047

March 10, 1989

Rebert Mitchell ,
Engineering & Planning Sciences Department
272 Maxwell Road

Latham, New York 12210

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

We are writing regamiing the possible widening of Route 9. We
recently purchased a new hame in Boght Corners. One of the main reasons we
chose to stay in the area was the character of the community. A six-lane
highway would change that campletely. We avoided buying property in Clifton
Park because of the traffic and the highways. We feei the extra lanes will
only serve to increase traffic. If people are locking for a "super highway"
they have the Northway as an altermative. The increase noise level from the
additional traffic would also be very cbjectionable. Access to side roads off
Route 9 would be extrem:ly difficult and dangerous.

We also cbject to the way these proposals were presented. The whole
matter was very secretive. It was not even posted at the Town Hall.

Please count us as two residents opposed to the change on Route 9.
Sincerely,

betwns &

Iouise L. Lifford

,&;{,ﬂ ﬂ *\ML/

Brian D. Lifford
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ANTOINETTE CURLEY
1056 LOUdDON RD., R. . noO. 1, 30X 196
COHOES, NEW YORK 12047
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[ACRTI )y
EnSlar oG &

ANkt
Mr. Peter Platt, Chairman
Town of Colonie Planning Board
272 Maxwell Road
Latham, New York 12210 March 7, 1989

Re: Boght Community,
Generiec Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Mr. Platt,

Kindly accept my heartfelt appreciation for the outstanding
Boght Community Generic Environmental Impact Statement prepared
by Clough Harbour & Associates.

I can only wish that similar comprehensive studies had been
made on the Latham Circle area, along Route 9 from bDunsbach Ferry
Road to Maxwell Road, many years ago before the uncontrollable
commercial developments occurred throughout the "miracle mile"
that was so proudly proclaimed 20 years ago. It is too late for
that now and whatever the Planning Board has created in this
area -~ from visual chaos to asphalt jungle -~ will stand for
many years as testament to genius with each shopping trip.

The Boght Community Action Group was formed for the primary
purpose of preventing this planning madness from devastating the
Boght community. The Clough Harbour & Associates study is a
major step in the right direction to prevent this from happening.
Their study contains the seeds for a truly wonderful community in
years to come. 1 personally congratulate each and every member
of your planning board who has worked so hard to achieve this goal
on our behalf.

|

\

‘ Further, I have read the report and provide the following:
for your assistance:

a. Boght Community Residents

First and foremost, I fully support all the diverse views
of other residents throughout the Boght community. The
fact that I may have overlocked something in my comments
does not mean that I agree with the report or disagree
with comments by other residents. Regardless of how
emotional, or seemingly insignificant, I totally agree
with each of their viewpcints.

You may add my endorsement to each of their letters and
verbal comments received.

32 SKYVIEW DRIVE WEST COHOES, NEW YORK 12047




GEIS Comments, Continued

bl

Study Area Fringes

The study only marginally touched upon fringe area impacts
such as vehicular gridlock at Latham Circle from an
additional 3,000 cars from Route 9% North during the next
10 years. Traffic densities tend to increase equally
along converging roadways. Since there are four major
roadways converging at Latham Circle, it is reasonable to
expect an additional 12,000 cars at this location -- four
times the 3,000 increase projected for Route 9 North.

How is this traffic to be handled without requiring a
major expansion of the circle by DOT and even greater
commercial growth and subsequent increases in traffic

congestion?

Also, the study does not appear to include residential

and commercial developments along the outside fringes

of the study area. There are many new homes being built
along Sparrowbush Road, for example, and a major expansion
of Latham Circle Shopping Center presently being constructed.
These and other fringe developments can and will have a
profound impact on the area -- significantly adding to the
impact loads to be generated from the Boght community

study area.

To what extent have these additional impacts been included
in the Clough Harbour study? Instead of a projected
increase of 3,000 cars on Route 9 North, there could be
5,000 -- 20,000 at Latham Circle -~ when considering the
additional traffic commercial development generates from
outside the area. '

By limiting itself solely to the study area, I suspect

that fringe area impacts have either been ignored or
minimized. As a result, I suspect that many of the report's
conclusions are also minimal or conservative.

Alternate Route 7 {Route 7)

One of the primary reasons for Alternate Route 7, as set
forth by the New York State Department of Transportatiocn
Environmental Impact Statement several years ago, was that
the roadway would reduce traffic volumes on major roadways
throughout Latham, Watervliet, and the surrounding area.

This has not happened, of course, and traffic volumes in
Latham today are considerably higher ~- and increasing
each year -- than before Alternate Route 7 was constructed.



GEIS Comments, Continued

C.

Continued

Why? Because Alternate Route 7 increased the value of
commercial zoned properties in Latham and fostered the
commercial developments which have occurred since that
time. To a lesser extent, the same roadway increased
the value of residential zoned lands which are now under
pressure for development.

Wwhen does this growth end? For how many years can the
Town of Colonie expect Boght community residents to idly
stand by and watch their neighborhood community given
over to the millions of dollars generated for commercial

and residential developers?

How much longer do you expect us to accede to your planning
philosophy that states, "Anyone can build anything they
want to in the Town of Colonie because the Planning Board's
role is not to evaluate the validity of any proposal.” It
is precisely this philosophy which generated the need for
LUMAC, that was 25 years overdue, and exactly this phil-
osophy which has created the "miracle mile" in Latham.

Along with many other Boght community residents, I
vehemently oppose any further additional commercial
development of Route 9 North. Your Planning Board has
literally sold the Latham community to any and every
commercial business that has ever wanted to build anything
whatsocever.

It is ludicrous to think that Latham belongs to the Town
of Colonie or its residents. Instead, it belongs to DOT
which maintains one of the greatest stretches of asphalt
to be found anywhere in the northeast and every commercial
enterprise that owns or leases a piece of land in the
visual jungle.

These are the owners of Latham.

How long must we live with these intolerable traffic
conditions before somecne stands up and says, "Enough
is enough!"

Transportation

In addition to the comments above, the Clough Harbour
study makes no mention of sidewalks -- another sure
indication of the extent given to residents and their
needs.




GEIS Comments, Continued

d.

Continued

Let's have sidewalks! 1If we are going to invest all this
money for community improvements, residents throughout the
Boght area should be given sidewalks as a necessary form
of human transportation: walking.

What we have in the Town of Colonie, and especially in
Latham, is a town given over completely to the automobile.
It is impossible to go anywhere in this suburban sprawl
witHout getting into an automobile and driving -- contrib-
uting to nitrous oxide (NO_ ) and carbon dioxide (CO.,)
pollutants, the greenhouse effect, global heating, &and
general devastation of planet Earth (see TIME Planet of
the Year: Our Endangered Earth, 2 Jan. 1989).

Transportation issues are not confined to traffic volumes,
as indicated by the Clough Harbour report, but must also
incoprporate ecological issues that threaten both ourselves
and the future of humanity.

The Town of Colonie can no longer afford planning by
ignorance and must begin to stand yp and be counted among
the responsible communities of Earth. We must have side-
walks, ecologically sensitive neighborhoods, an energy
efficient shopping and transporation system, and everything
else required for human growth and development for the 2l1st
century.

Anything less than this can be expected to foster the
global environmental destruction we are all working so hard
to prevent.

Wildlife

The Clough Harbour statement that, "Due to the migratory
patterns and ability to utilize a large range, it is
difficult to identify bird species that inhabit the site.
For this reason, a list of birds has not been compiled."
is a copout in ecological responsibility.

It does not take much imagination to know that the area
supports pheasants, quail, owls, robins, bluejays, nut-
hatches, cardinals, sparrows, morning doves, hawks, mocking
birds and several dozen other species of birdlife -- all

of which are endangered by the removal of habitat that will
occur as a result of developments.




GEIS Comments, Continued
f. Priorities

The priorities of the Town of Colonie Planning Board are
clearly evident for the Latham area in what has been

built there. These priorities are business and commercial
development, automobiles and vehicular traffic, visual
chaos and environmental confusion. This is clearly
evident for everyone to see. Latham has become what it is
-- the clearest demonstration of planning by ignorance.

These priorities have nothing whatsoever to do with
residents. The priorities have to do with commercial
interests and business opportunities, money and profits.
The priorities have to do with making Latham the shopping
center of the northeast, to attract as many people and
cars as possible into Latham, to foster and develop as
much money as possible for those with business interests
in the Latham area.

This is the demonstrated reality the Planning Board has
created for Latham as a result of these priorities over

the past 20 years.
And it is sad...truly sad.

WE DO NOT WANT THESE PRIORITIES TN THE BOGHT COMMUNITY!

Too many people have seen what the Planning Board has
created in Latham and they want no part of it in the

Boght. The Town of Colonie can no longer afford planning
by ignorance and default -- by setting commercial, business,
automobile, visual chaos, and environmental confusion
priorities above the greater human needs of area residents.

We have the right to expect a community that is based upon
a completely new and different set of priorities. We have
a right to be heard and expect to be heard!

* The Boght does not need another two lanes of traffic
on Route 9 north of Columbia Street Extension.

It is recommended that these two lanes of traffic be
built south of Hoffman's Playland, leading into
Loudonville, where residents there can enjoy the
benefits of Planning Board priorities for a few decades.

* We have wildlife in the Boght, agricultural lands,
many residents, an ecological environment and all this
needs to be protected from endangerment.




GEIS Comments, Continued

f.

Continued

* We have residents who deserve the right to sewers before
any thought is given to sewers for projected developments.

* We have residents who have the right to drive in and
out of their driveways on Route 9 North, without the
fear of being hit or killed by uncaring motorists,
before thought is given to adding 5,000 more cars a
day to their worries.

Boght Community residents have a right to these priorities
as taxpayers and voters in the Town of Colonie.

Boght Community residents have no intention of sitting by
idly and watching the same planning priorities that have
ruined Latham also ruin their community.

Pocket Parks

These are an excellent idea and any amenities of this kind
-- built into the program and specifically for residents
-- should be incorporated in all the plans. Both children
and adults need places in the neighborhood, within easy
walking distance, for playground activities and getting
cleose to nature. _

We desperately need to think in terms of protecting the
wildlife we do have in the Boght -- before they become
endangered. 1In today's world, we can no longer afford
protecting only those species that are endangered. It is
this mentality that creates endangered species by allowing
the destruction of those that are not endangered.

After three decades of global environmental destruction,
there is absolutely no excuse for a Planning Board not to
recognize their ecological responsibilities.

Sclar Energy

As an architect, I know for a fact that every house in the
Town of Colonie could have been built with considerably

greater energy efficiency -- at no additional construction
cost -- through a greater awareness and use of passive solar
energy.

I also know that the Planning Board, as well as the Building
Department and other town officials, cannot require that
buildings be solar designed.



GEIS Comments, Continued

h.

Continued

But what the Planning Board can do -- and should do -- is
strongly encourage the use of solar energy in building
design. There could be some form of credits given to
developers employing solar heating methods and techniques
-- if nothing more than public recognition that would.
prove beneficial in some way. :

The New York State Energy Office could be used as an
important resource for technical information, possible
tax credit or grant stimulants, or other forms of
assistance to developers and builders.

Charles Guptill built the first solar home in the United
States in the Boght, and what better place than to hundreds
of energy efficient solar homes that contribute to an
ecological solution to our environmental problems than
continuing the waste of valuable fossil fuel energy
resources that pollute the atmosphere by increased levels
of carbon dioxide, the greenhouse effect, and global
temperature warming.

Global Deforestations

We can all do something about ocur global environmental
energy crisis!

Part of the problem, as most people know by now, is the
vast cutting and removal of trees that is taking place
all over the world. Trees consume carbon dioxide and
produce oxygen. Atmospheric scientists are certain the
global temperature will increase 2 C to 8 C during the
next century. An estimated 60% of this problem, brought
on by the greenhouse effect, is caused by increasing
levels of CO, which cannot be absorbed by trees due to

global deforéstations.

It would be the ecological thing to do for the Planning
Board to work out a way to assure the preservation of as
many trees as possible -- and require developers to provide
two trees for every tree removed.

We can no longer afford to indiscrimanately rape the land
for economic greed! We are members of a global community
and must begin to recognize that it is our responsibility
to save the Earth -- not the responsibility of our children
who will inherit the mess we have created.




GEIS Comments, Continued

j.

Summary

The basic planning issue in the Boght Community is the
constitutional right of a citizen to have protection
from the intrusive actions of government.

The Town of Colonie, through its Planning Board, has
intruded upon the rights of every citizen to a life of
peace and privacy free from the intrusions of people
from other communities. By allowing Latham to be
developed as a major commercial shopping and business
district in the northeast, the Town of Colonie has
encouraged people from throughout the greater Capital
District and beyond to descend upon the Latham community
at the expense of area homeowner residents.

An estimated 75% of the vehicular traffic in Latham is
driven by non-residents who live outside a three-mile
radius from Latham Circle. The numerous lanes of traffic
on Route 9, between Latham Circle and Dunsbach Ferry Reoad,
would not be necessary if this fact were not true. The
Town of Colonie has allowed Latham to be developed for the

_shopping and economic convenience of people who live

outside the area -- intruding upon the constitutional
rights of citizen taxpayer residents to a community of
peace and privacy.

These intrusive actions by town government have resulted
in a community where greater benefits are enjoyed by
those who live outside of Latham and the Town of Colonie
than those who live within these environs. Latham has
been allowed to develop as a convenient location for
commercial development, to the enjoyment of commercial
developers, with total disregard to Latham homeowner
residents that are forced to cope with these intrusions
by vehicles and people outside the Latham community.

It is suggested that 30% of Latham commercial developments
be closed down for a 30% reduction in traffic along Route
9 from Columbia Street Extension to Boght Road. This will
enable the Boght Community to be developed without having
to construct two new lanes of traffic. There is nothing
ludicrous or wrong with tearing buildings down to make way
for new developments. Professional demolition experts

are important contractors in the building industry.

Buildings can be demolished as easily as they can be
constructed, in fact easier, and ripping down is equally
important as building up.




GEIS Comments, Continued

The Clough Harbour report is a long and detailed comprehensive
study of the Boght Community about to be developed within the next
20 years. It is an outline plan for the future and these GEIS
comments are only able to touch upon the highlights of concern.

There are many, many residents within the Boght Community
who, for one reason or another, are unable to express themselves
and would whole heartedly agree with these GEIS comments. I
speak for these people as well as myself.

The Town of Colonie Planning Board and Department has a long
and difficult task ahead in the development of the Boght Community.
Each individual has my heartfelt trust and appreciation for the
many hours of dedicated work that has already gone into the project.

I can only hope that the dedication continues by bringing the
seeds of the excellent Clough Harbour report into fruition and
success.

With best wishes,

Méwf CZ?&»»J

Norbert J. Blum, Architect
Past-President Boght Community Action Group




STATE OF NEW YORK “LOUGH HARBOUR & ASSOCiA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSFORTATION .
84 HOLLAND AVENUE

ALBANY. N.Y. 12208
THOMAS C. WERNER, P.E. FRANKLIN E. WHITE
REGIONAL DIRECTOR COMMISSIONER

March 20, 1989
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Mr. Larry Woods

Senior Environmental Planmner
Clough, Harbour & Associates
24 Aviation Road

Box 5269

Albany, New York 12205

RE: BOGHT ROAD - COLUMBIA STREET
DGEIS

Dear Mr. Woods:

In response to your February 7 letter regarding the Boght Road - Columbia
Street DGEIS, we would like to submit the following comments:

1. Existing Traffic Information - Count information used in the study is
consistent with NYSDOT data available for the area. The current
operational deficiencies that the report identifies are being reviewed
by the Regional Traffic and Safety Group to verify whether we concur
with those assessments of the adequacy of the State highway system.

2, Population Projections - Ten and twenty year development projections
always contain a significant element of uncertainty. We have no
alternative projections to offer, but we note that the study assumes
very substantial increases in population and housing over the next twenty
years. We suggest a sensitivity analysis employing other assumed growth
rates would be beneficial by portraying a range of possible futures.

3. Trip Generation and Distribution - The methodoligies referenced by the
text appear reasonable for this type of analysis. Although we do not
have the staff resources available to verify the report's travel
simulations, we note that the TMODEL software has been used successfully
on a number of Department applicatioms.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER




Mr. Larry Woods
March 20, 1989
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4. Future Year Traffic Analyses - For the future years 1999 and 2009, a
number of operational deficiencies were forecast and corresponding
mitigation measures developed. A very significant benefit of this type
of analysis 1is that it identifies those corridors where additional
rights-of-way may be required to support future needed improvements.
Such information should guide growth management strategies such as setback
requirements, access restrictions, developer financial participation,

ete, As noted in the report, a mechanism should be established to
initiate an on-going traffic monitoring program and periodic traffic
impact updates. These would serve to trigger projects at critical

locations as prescribed traffic threshholds are reached.

5. Transportation System Management (TSM) - Programs such as ride-sharing,
varying work hours and encouraging transit usage are promoted in the
report as providing some measure of relief to future traffic congestion.
The Department is a strong proponent of non-highway construction TSM
measures and is available to offer technical assistance regarding their
potential application here.

Overall, the DGEIS provides a good starting point for identifying and dealing
with existing and emerging transportation issues in the study area. It
can be used as a guideline for local land use decisions, and as a baseline
for an on-going traffic monitoring program.

We thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document. We look forward
to working with the Town of Colonie and other involved parties to find
workable sclutions for the area's transportation needs.

v truly yours,

Richard W, Carlson
Director, Planning & Development

RWC:psb

cc: F. Field, Town of Colonie, Albany County Planning
J. Pootrman, Capital District Transportation Committee




NORTH COLONIE CENTRAL SCHOOLS

NEWTONVILLE, NEW YORK 12128
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Zlgough Harbour and Asscciates

24 Aviation Road, Box 3269 APR 10 198¢
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Llbany, New York 12205

Luny HARBOUR 2
Jear Mr. Wwoods: ASS

Re: Zenaric Envirenmental Impact Statsment -~ 2oght Road
Columbia Street Area

T-ig ‘etter ‘s to express The czncarns of the Morth foicns
Zentral School District regarc1ng tre 1mpact of proposed
Jdeveicpment in the above-referenced study area. 2lease tiks
note of the revised estimates regarding enrollments, as
compared to those in my letter of Cecember 2, 1988, 3jiven
your clarification of the Clough Harbour projections for
1999.

Student Enrollments - Present district projections indicate a
student population growth of 991 students by September 1998,
The Clough Harbour study projects 1646 additional students by
September 1999, from the study area alcone. The schoois’
projections cover the entire district and it is not possibles
for me to isolate that portion of the 991 projected for the
study area. 3Suffice it to say, the impact of develcpment *n
the study area, which Zlough Harbour estimate to be 1£€%
percent higher than present district projecticns, will bLe
toth significant and negative for the schools and the
taxpayers who support 75+ percent cf the school hudget.

Such unrestricted development would not cnly entail added
costs, but would have great impact cn such school guality
factors as ¢lass size, instructional spaces, and stability
attendance areas. As regards the latter factor, the
principal strengths of the North Colonie community reside in
its small, perscnal, neighborhocd schools and responsive
‘ocal government. Unbridled growth, with its attendant
disruptions, detracts from these quality featurss of the
community and its schoois.

—h

()

Specifically, such increased enrollment growth in the Boght
area would have the following impact on our schools:

Elementary - 334 more students by 1998 than currently
projected. This would require construction of an

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT (518) 785-8591
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Jeneric Envircnmental Impact 2tatement

additional K-6 school. The sstimated cost o7 such 2
facility, based cn 1989 doilars and construction sists,
is $ 7T million. The recurring annual personnel costs 1o
staff such a facility would be on the crder o7

$1.25 mitlion.

Grades 7 and 8 - In grades 7 and 8, the additioral 20
students would require at ls=ast 4 classrooms in addition
to those called for in current sxpansicon plans, and ths
full-time equivalent of at least 5 teachers. Given
today’s average costs for classroom additions and
present teacher salary and benefits costs, the dollar
impact at the junior high schoo! level is projected zt
approximately $800,000.

Grades_8-12 - Our zurrent projecticns indicate no neea
for added space in grades 9-12 through the 1930s. The
added 222 students drawn from your projections woulc
create a housing problem for us. I would estimate the
need for approximately 9 additional classrooms and 13
staff. Added costs would be in the vicinity of $2
million.

Further, the Clough Harbour study shows even larger numbers
of school-age children generated through proposed development
in the study area, for the period 1999 to 2009. The schoo!
district does not attempt to project beyond a 10-year pericd,
hence I am unable to comment definitively on such impact. It
should be clear, however, that the result for the schools and
the taxpayer will be equally negative.

Need for Elementary School Site - If such development for the
Boght area is ultimately approved by the Town, I would

urge the Town to require developers to make available tc the
school district at least one 10 acre school site at
reasonable cost. I am prepared to recommend such site
purchase to the Board of Education. Upon Board approval,
public approval via referendum or specific budget line would
be required.

Given the projected residential and ccmmercial jand use fcr
the study area, the school site should be in the area

east of Boght Road and north of Route 7. Ideally, such site
would be located in the middle of the largest deveiopment
proposed for that area, to allew for a maximum number of
student walkers, and would not be isolated from a significant
partion of the neighborhood by a major traffic artery.
Further, such major development should be required to provide
sidewalks to facilitate walking to school and/or playgrounds.
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ccsts/Revenues - 1L i3 ciear “rom the <lougn Haroour
crogjections 7 ¢ sts:revenues that there will be eighifizznt
Jeficits Tcr each af trs tQ-vear -lanning garicgs Tor ihe
zchool district. “ance. it s important for the Town, n
dealing with dsvelcpers <s attempt tc minimize such fizits

=)
through more controlles "ve’opment, cr the assessment
developers c¢f some cortion of the resultant added sche
sests, in the form of srovision of schocl sitel{s), sidewaiks,
gasements for walking students, or the like.

Sonclusion - It is my strongly held opinieon that t

wust not allew for such rapid development of the study zrs
as is projected by the Clough Harbour studyv. To do so wcu
te to adversely affect the guality of the North Colenie
scheocls and would excessivaly burden the district taxpaver.

The community and its scnools can accommogate te reasonabls
growth and development. The school district showed itzelf
capable of dealing with zuch growth in the 1360s, z1thousgh
not without considerable pain in the form of large tax
increases and defeated scrool budgets. The €+ percsant annual
growth in school enrsilment projected in the Clough Harbour
study is beyond that which is reascnable.

Please feel free to contact me if I can he of any further

assistance in this matter.

Sincerely yoyrs,

ot

Charles A,
Superintendent of Schools

<. Board of Education
S. Tatro, Town Attcrney
Dr. P. McManus
R. Gara




THE TOWN OF COLONIE COALITION OF HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS .~

ALBANY COUNTY, NEW YORK

March 30, 1989

Mr. Fred Field, Jr.
Town Supervisor
Town of Colonie

Memorial Town Hall
Newtonville, NY 12128

SUBJECT: CLOUGH HARBOUR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STUDY FOR THE BOGHT AREA
Dear Fred,

In reviewing this study the Town of Colonie Coalition of
Homeowners Associations would be opposed to the widening of Route
9 in the Boght Area.

It is not clear what advantage would be achieved -- while
businesses and residential homes along Route 9 would have to be
eliminated,

We suggest as an alternative that the Cohoes Crescent Road be
widened from Route 9 to the Cohoes City line; this would permit
traftic access to I-787.

The town of Colonie owns most of the land bordering the Cohoes
Crescent Road, making the solution a viable one.

Yours truly,

o Viloihloe
Mary Jane Valachovic
President, THE TOWN OF COLONIE COALITI

OF HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS
6 Linda Lane
Schenectady, NY 12309
(518)869-9368

C: Peter Platt
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New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
2176 Guilderland Avenue, Schenectady, New York 12306

Telephone (518} 382-0680

et
-

. Thomas C. Jorling
April 4, 1989 Commissioner

Mr. Peter Platt, Chairman

(T) Colonie Planning Board - o
272 Maxwell Road e
Latham, NY 12110 & -

Re: Comments on Boght Road
Columbia Street DGEIS

Dear Mr. Platt:

The February 1989 DGEIS meets the requirements of the SEQR
Handbook, Section V for an initial area-wide planning document. It
has addressed the comments we raised in our lead agency
coordination response of October 25, 1988,

We recommend the Planning Board accept this deocument. I am
pleased the Town has proceeded with this planning process. Once
the findings have been accepted,after the remainder of the SEQR
process has occurred,the SEQR actions within the generic area will
only need site specific impact evaluations in the future. However,
since the planning period is 20 years and change is inherent in our
world, it may become necessary to supplement the FGEIS in future

years.

Sincerely,

%{w?/ W

David Stout
Sr. Environmental Analyst
Region IV

cc: F. Field, Supervisor (T)Colonie
G. Mostert, Latham Water District
J. Tabner, Esquire

5DS26.til




MAPLEWOOD YOLUNTEER TIRE DEPARTMENT. INC.

Waterviier 5 New York
l\‘:
APR 13 189

CLOUGH HARBOUR & ASSOCI

April 13, 1989

Clough, Harbour & Associates
24 Aviation Road
Albany, N.Y.
Dear Mr. Woods:

At our recent meeting on March 11, 1989, representatives
of the three Fire Districts invoived, Boght, Latham and
Maplewood, hereby submit our projected costs that will result

from the impact of residential and commercial development

in the next twenty years.

The following estimates are based on 1989 prices.




MAPLEWOOD YOLUNTEER TIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.
Watervliet 2 New York

1989-1999

ADDITION TO EXISTING STATION 50' x 70
COST $250,000.00
MANPOWER 30 TURNOUT GEAR, TRAINING, S.C.B.A.

COST $45,000.00
INSTALL SPRINKLERS IN HOMES

1999-2009
MANPOWER 30 TURNOUT GEAR, TRAINING, S.C.B.A.

TWO ACRES OF LAND NEAR 260 BOGHT ROAD TO BE USED BY ALL THREE
DEPARTMENTS

COST $80,000.00

BUILD NEW FIRE STATION TO BE USED BY ALL THREE DEPARTMENTS
THREE STALLS, OFFICE, STORAGE AND RESTROOMS
COST $800,000.00

PURCHASE OF A NEW PUMPER TO BE KEPT IN NEW STATION
COST $180,000.00

ONE E.M.S. VEHICLE TO BE SHARED BY THREE DEPARTMENTS AND KEPT
IN NEW STATION
COST $20,000.00

BASED ON GROWTH OF 1400 NEW UNITS OR TOWN HOUSES IN THE MAPLEWOOD
PROTECTION DISTRICT




Boght Community Fire District

Boght Road - R, #]
Colioes, New York
12047

April 13, 1989

Clough Harbor Associates
24 Aviation Drive
Albany, New York

Att: Mr. Woods,

At a meeting on April 13, 1989 of the Boght Community
Fire Commissioners, we hereby submit our projected cost
that will result from the impact of recidential and
commercial development in the next 20 years in the boght
Fire District. The following estimates are based on
1989 costs.

First 10 year coct and ectimate

One additional pumper $ 250,000
Cne ladder truck 500,000
New sub station 800,000
Land for station 80,000
Additions to Fire Station 1,000,000
Rescue boat 100,000
Manpower equipment 60,000
E.M.5. vehicle 20,000
Maintenance per year }6,000 €0,000
Additional Insurance premiums 1,000,000
Second 10 year cost and estimate

Two new pumpere 600,000
Manpower eguipment per

year 6,000 60,000
Additional insurance premium 1,000,000

Arthur C.DeGarmo
Deputy Secretary-Treasurer




